
*******************A\rr<>**3-DIGIT 067 

111 •••• 11 •• 1 ••• 1.11 •••• 11 •••• 111 •• 1.11 •••• 1.1 •• 1 •• 11 
DENNIS CROCE JR 00001695SF MAR07 
137 EAST ST 
MORRIS CT 06763-1805 



Subscribe Online TODAY! 
Go to www.sofmag.com or call 1·800-999-9718 

Go bevond the media to 
the front lines with SOI. 

~ so1JnE1t Subscribe Online TODAY! 
~/~~.fH~ )(OJt~!~~~i Go to www.sofmag.com or call 1-800-999-9718 

D 12 Issues for 834.95 SAVI s24 olf Newsstand D 24 Issues for SG9.95 SAVI s49 nH Newsstand 
Name ----------------------
1 d dress ----------------------

Citv/State _________________ _ 

countrv/ZIP _________________ _ 
D Please Bill Me D Check or Money Order Enclosed (please use envelope) 

0 C!!'l:i Visa/MC #: __________________ _ 

Exp. Date_/_ Signature for Authorization: __________ _ 
U.S. Funds Only. Canada add $20/yr. (Includes GST BN 12847 6249 RT). Out of North Am 1'1ca add $50/yr. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for first issue to be delivered. 

Note: Due to the high cost of handling and processing, no refunds will be made. 834181 





The 911 desig
nation isn't to e 
emergency cal, it's 
toiremind its user ofthe 

emy ace, the war 
'We fig the heroes 
who fig ith the subdued 
9/11 Ii · ed edition 
nomencla it's blade, the 
operator caiie with him a visible 
reminder dt 113 Americans lost and the 
heroje ~s of those who take arms in 
ctefe eTty. Blade design offers a com-
bif18tio ear/tanto point with the best attrib-
utes of both. CTV2 steel, an intimidating blade 
length in excess of eight inches, hollow grind and v
chis sharpened edge make the Interceptor 911 an 
inc.gWibly effQ.Ctive fighting tool. The Interceptor 911 E&E 
offefs further eohancements for real-time escape and eva
sion activities. lt includes a patent pending Splitter Hilt™ which 
provides for cutting away harnesses and overhead cables. 
Backsaw is optimized for cutting through plexiglass aircraft 
canopies or helo windows. The choil-notch doubles as both a 

survival ·ClflS. Window-breaker in pommel. Notch design allows pry-

A battle weapon for all seasons. In development with 
the US Special forces community during operation 

Iraqi Freedom, the Interceptor E&E features 
Dark Ops patent pending Whip Notch™, A 
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t. PALADIN PRESS 
THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 

Updated and Expanded 
by Maj. John L. Plaster (USAR, Ret.) 

John Plaster's classic book has been updated and expanded for 
21st-century military and police snipers. This new edition 
includes the latest info on sniper rifles, .• • • . . 

scopes, ammo and 
gear; combat 
tactics and 

"lessons learned" 
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PRINCIPLES OF 
PERSONAL DEFENSE 

Revised and Updated Edition 
by Jeff Cooper; 

foreword by Louis Awerbuck 
This new edition of Jeff Cooper's classic book 
on proper defensive 
mental condition
ing contains a fit
ting introductory 
tribute by firearms from Iraq and 

Afghanistan; ballistics and trajectory data; 
evolving technologies; sniper training pro
grams; and more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus. 
#ULTl.2 $49.95 

expert Louis Awerbuck and all-new drawings 
by renowned illustrator Paul Kirchner. Presenting Cooper's timeless 
theory of individual defensive behavior clearly and concisely, it 
deserves a place of honor in every library. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, softcover, 
illus., 80 pp. #PPD.2 $14.00 

••••••••TU•R•N•IN•G•F•EA•R••• •Jfafuiii'l~b1f£U,J;i. 
INTO POWER ADVANCED BOWIE TECHNIQUES 

The FAST Defense System The Finer Points of Fighting with a Large Knife 
by Bill Kipp Using the same highly effective workbook format as in 

Everyone feels fear - even Bowie and Big-Knife Fighting 
trained martial artists. But few System, Dwight Mclemore pairs 
people know how to handle it. step-by-step instructions with 
Here a black belt martial artist dynamic illustrations to make 
and former special forces the techniques in his new book 
marine reveals how to face come alive. Progressive drills 

fear head-on, control it and make it your ally. '---------~ combine techniques into 
Discover how to avoid and de-escalate violent • sequences designed to show you how to maxi-
attacks and, when all else fails, harness the fear- mize time, distance and movement to create 
some force of adrenaline to fight for your life. 5 1/2 openings for using your large knife to attack or 
x 81/2, soflcover, photos, 272 pp. #TFP $25.00 defend against one or more opponents. 11 x 81/2, sofl-

THE MISSING LINK 
Effective Self-Protection 

Through Awareness, 
Avoidance, and De-escalation 

with Bill Kipp 
The best defense is not having to 
fight at all. This video reveals the 
"missing link" in real self
defense training - the verbal and 
psychological skills you need to 
preempt violent attacks and end 

fights before they start. This video con
tains adult language. Color, approx. 90 min. 

#UNKY ~9.95 
#UNKDVD ~9.95 

cover, illus., 248 pp. #ABT $35.00 

BOWIE AND BIG KNIFE 
FIGHTING SYSTEM 

____ .._ 

·-------------_ .... __ ,.. 
~ 
-~==:-

STARTING A NEW LIFE IN 
RURAL AMERICA 

THE OFFICIAL SOVIET 
AK-74 MANUAL 

Operating Instructions for the 
5.45mm Kalashnikov Assault 

Rifle and Kalashnikov 
Light Machine Gun 

Translated by Maj. James F. 
Gebhardt, U.S. Anny (Ret.) 

Originally published in the 
Soviet Union, this manual taught 

~i!i!l~Russian soldiers every detail of the oper
ation and maintenance of the AK-74 and RPK-74. 
Included are valuable ballistic tables, zeroing infor
mation, combat firing Instructions and more. 8 1/2 x 
11, sottcover, mus.., 148pp. #AK74 $25.00 



BY LT. COL. ROBERT K. 
BROWN U SAR (RET.) 

SOPs NRA BOD Endorsements 
Below is the list of candidates that SOF is endorsing for the NRA Board of Directors, 

2006 Election: 

1. Bach, Scott L. 9. Hornady, Steve 18. Ross, Wayne Anthony 
2. Bachenberg, William A. 10. Jones, David 19. Saba, Don 
3. Boehm, David 0. 11. Julien. D. Cynthia 20. Sanders, Robert E. 
4. Brown, Robert K. 12. King, Thomas H. 21. Schmeits, Ronald L. 
5. Caplan, David I. 13. Landford, Herbert A. 22. Sigler, John C. 
6. DiBiasio, Donn C. 14. Meadows, Carolyn D. 23. Smithbaker, John 
7. Fernandez, Manuel 15. Miller, Bill 24. Will iams, JD. 
8. Heath, Amy Qeff Cooper's 16. Nugent, Johnny 25. Wos, Robert J . 

granddaughter) 17. Reynolds,Edie P. 

Kudos to the Civilian Marksmanshio Program! 
The Civilian Marksmanship Program disbanded'. This resulted in only the AMU 

deserves a gold star- no, half-a-dozen gold at Ft. Benning having the lmowledge and 
stars, for initiating a program to recruit experience base to teach advanced marks
hi-power shooters to serve as instructors manship. But they did not have enough in
in the U.S.Army Designated Marksman- structors, so, the Army turned to the CMP 
ship Instructor Courses. The Squad Des- to identify and recruit qualified civilian 
ignated Marksman (SDM) is trained in shooters to fill in the gap. CMP volunteers 
advanced marksmanship techniques that serve on a volunteer basis, but their travel 
facilitate him engaging man-sized targets expenses are reimbursed while they are 
from 200 to 500 meters" This type of ac- on assignment. For further information 
curacy, the Army has finally figured out, is check, out the CMP web site at www. 
what is needed to engage elusive targets in odcmp.com/Programs/MRIApp.pdf 
the WOT where Islamic Vermin Scum are Or "google" "Civilian Marksmanship Pro
often intermixed with civilian noncomba- gram," punch up the Dec. 05 newsletter 
tants. Each infantry squad is supposed to and then click on "Army SDM Instructor 
have one troop who is a trai~e~ ?DM. The Program Grows With CMP Support," It is 
Army ~ad to turn to t~e civilian sector certainly gratifying that some elements of 
for assistanc~, as they simply d.o ~ot have the organized shooting community have 
enough qualified marksmanslup mstruc- shown the initiative to provide the Army 
tors to accomplish this mission. with a much need service. Good on the 

B~ca~se Mother .Ar~y, had discounted CMP; good on the Army for having the 
the sigmficance of mdtVIdual marksman- flexibility to utilize volunteer help and 
ship over the past few. decad.es, all the good on the cadre of 40 volunteers who 
Advanced Marksmanship Umts (AMU) have volunteered their time! We, in the 
at major bases, such as at XVIII Corps, shooting community, owe a "Atta-boy" to 
located at Ft. Bragg, which I commanded all involved in this program. 
before flying off to Vietnam in 1968, were 

SOF Needs Help In Locating The Following Lost Souls: 
1. Frank Johns, retired Air force officer who served in OSI, 

former chief, Special Projects Division, Directorate of Coun
terintelligence, Air Force Office of Special Investigations 

2. Ed Dearborne, legendary Air America pilot 

3. Chris Rozek 
4. Skip Chea! 
5.JakeJatras ~ 
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Para builds tough guns for tough guys 
who defend and protect the common good. 

HE PARA NITE-TACS: 
No Targets Unseen! 
Now, Para has created the ultimate duty 
pistol with the addition of our universal 
light rail to both Para's LDA high capacity 
pistols, and to classic single stack mod
els. The Para Nite-Tac .45 in Covert Black 
(Product Code: RX1445E) cuts through 
the darkness and illuminates your subject 
for positive threat identification. Lights 
sold separately. 



SOF solicits your letters by e-mail: editorsof@aol.com ; snail-mail: 5735 E. Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303-1340; or Fax: 303-
444-5617. Lashes, laurels, comments, helpful information, questions are welcome. 

Corporal Jeff Starr, USMC 
President George W. Bush talked 

about this Marine in his speech at 
the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapo
lis, Maryland on 29 November 2005. 
Marine Corporal Jeff Starr was killed 
fighting the terrorists in Ramadi earlier 
this year. After he died, a fellow Marine 
found a letter on his laptop computer. 
Here's what he wrote: 

'[I]f you're reading this , then I've 
died in Iraq. I don't regret going. Ev
erybody dies, but few get to do it for 
something as important as freedom . It 
may seem confusing why we are in Iraq, 
it's not to me. I'm here helping these 
people, so they can live the way we live. 
Not [to] have to worry about tyrants or 
vicious dictators. Others have died for 
my freedom, now this is my mark'. 

Corporal Starr, like thousands be
fore him ... has made his mark. It, like 
his patriotism, will not be wiped away 
by cheap tears and the whining of those 
who want to "cut-and-run" in Iraq . 

... Where Do We Find Such Men? 

Semper Fidelis 
Major Bruce "Doc" Norton, 
U.S. Marine Corps (Ret.) 

Where do we find such men? That's 
easy: In American uniforms! 

Support our Troops in 
Afghanistan 

My son is currently servmg with 
Task Force Fury in Afghanistan. I run a 
support program that sends weekly care 
packages, and sent over 800 Christmas 
Shoeboxes filled with presents to them. 
My program was written up in the 
Washington Post , put on the AP wire 
service and has appeared in newspa
pers throughout the country, even made 
Stars & Stripes. 

The unique part of our program is 
that the soldiers e-mail us with their 
needs and wants. They have been ask
ing for copies of your magazine, which 
I have been unable to find locally. Is 

there any way you could send them 
some copies, even back issues? I can 
furnish names and addresses of soldiers 
who would be willing to share them 
with other soldiers. 

The guys in Afghanistan get left out 
due to the media focus on Iraq, and ask 
for so little. Would you please help me 
help them? They have been in combat 
longer, survive in worse weather condi
tions and generally get the short end of 
the stick in supplies and equipment. Yet 
they serve us all bravely. 

Any help you can provide will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Pat Jacobs 
(Mom to over 800 sons) 
patatlikearock@msn.com 
PO. Box 1076, Culpeper, VA 22701 

This short note doesn't tell half the 
story about this Great Gal and the worh 
she is doing. We were glad to ship out 
several cases of SOF to the addresses she 
supplied, of course, but that was a drop 
in the buchet compared to what she's ac
complished on her own, worhingfive-day 
weehs, then cleaning houses weehends to 
pay the postage on items donated for the 
troops, mostly by the good f olhs in and 
around Culpeper. 

She has info pachs for donors she can 
send to folhs who want to send care pach
ages themselves, with chechlists of items 
requested by the soldiers (she is unique in 
that she tahes requests directly from the 
boots on the ground), with needed items, 
names/addresses of soldiers, usually the 
First Shirt, and info about customs regu
lations, postal forms and so on (send her 
a large SSAE for this) . 

Around Christmas time she had sent 
OLtt nearly a thousand individual shoe
boxes and bags of goodies in large ship
ping cartons, and at this writing is still 
sending out 3-4 large boxes a weeli -- and 
will as long as the troops are there (and 
the boxes all got there in time for Christ
mas). 

Pat also worhs as a clearinghouse for 
donors, directing them to organizations 
already up and running, as well helping 
folhs start their own group to send care 
pachages to our guys. She has contact 

with organizations that are non-profit, so 
donors can tahe the tax deduction if they 
want. She still worhs directly with the sol
diers of Tash Force Fury and Tash Force 
Bayonet in regard to care pachages. 

More info? Send a large SSAE to the 
above address. Specific question? E-mail 
Pat at the above e-mail address. Items or 
cash to donate? E-mail and she can give 
you points of contact for non-profits who 
can receive the funds, or shipping info 
on items you want to donate, or specific 
needs with names/addresses you can send 
to directly; she can also e-mail the info 
pachet. 

Frequently ashed-for comfort items? 
All the usual suspects: sochs, disposable 
razors, paperbach boohs, sweet and salty 
snachs, foot powder, sunscreen, lip balm, 
pipe cleaners, AA batteries for NV Gs, 
trail mix, pachets of cocoa and Kool-aid, 
toothpaste/brushes, chewing gum, hard 
candy, beef jerhy, potato chips in a can, 
soap, waterless towelettes, scarves/stoch
ing hats/gloves (subdued colors) . . . You re
member - all the stuff you needed in the 
field yourself. 

One Gold-Hearted Pat Jacobs is 
worth ten "professional non-profit agen
cies" rattling the tin can at the end of the 
pay line. Help her worh where you can. 

Items list For Our Troops 
On Veteran's day we are holding an 

event to help out our troops here and 
overseas. 

We will be collecting comfort items 
that will be sent over seas as well as 
cash to bring home for stateside holi
days for our troops. 

Will you be so kind as to send me 
a list of needed items. I've seen several 
in the pages of my SOF but didn't keep 
them on hand (I sent the mags with a 
NG Capt. When he left last month). 

Hope to hear from you real soon as 
I have an email list that is waiting for 
this info. 

With gratitude, 
Scott Martin - 00011555SF 
VRWC 
smartinl@pinenet.com 

B SUPPORT OHR TROOPS! · www.sofmag.com • SOLD I ER OF FORTUNE ~ IVI ARCH 2ooe; 



Dear SureFtre, 

My team was ambushed south ofFalll\Ja.h. We were ba.clly 
outnllIIlbered and engaged by lilachine €\Jns, mortar, and rocket Propelled g'renades. 

Two R.PG•s hit us, one of which impacted a foot from my head, 
breaking my arm, blowing out both eardrums and dislocating my 
elbow. My M4 carbine, With a SureF.1re WeaponLight, was blown 
out of my ha.ncts. We fought for an hour and a half before being medevaced. 

When I got back my gear I was amazed to find that my BureF.1re 

"Ill WOPked. It - tba On\y pl"'• Of""' •'lUlpment that-· 
including the rumed M41t was mounted on. 

I served in Afghanistan and severa.1 tours in Iraq. BureF.1re has 
Passed the test of combat. 

Thanks for making one hell of a Product. 



Steve, see the above, and the list in 
john Farnam's column "Combat Weapon 
Craft" in our next issue. 

USS Kearsarge, LH0-3 
I was reading the new issue of Sol

dier of Fortune today and in the article 
about Choppers you had incorrectly 
identified the USS Kearsarge as LHD-5. 
We are LHD-3. 

Thanks for the great mag. I've really 
enjoyed reading it during this deploy
ment. We just got back on Tuesday. 
Thanks again. 

Very Respectfully, 
Jason Caldon 

Mere Reading in the Congo 
I have two copies of The Volunteer, 

the world's first soldier-of-fortune 
newspaper. This was printed by 5 Com
mando, with the consent of Col. "Mad" 
Mike Hoare. 

I also have the original 5 Comman
do flag (not the film flag) and shoulder 
patch, as my Dad who is mentioned in 

one of the above papers, served with 
Mike Hoare in the Congo in 1965. I 
have researched many times but failed 
to find the actual printers of the said 
papers. I do believe they where printed 
in South Africa. 

Do you have any knowledge of the 
above papers? If so any advice would be 
gratefully received. 

Regards 
Donn Houldsworth 
donn@houldsworth.net 

RSA or Rhodesia would be our guess 
as well, but we'll turn the question over 
to our eclectic readership, whom almost 
never fail our request for such arcane 
information, and they can email you di
rectly. If someone out there is the seminal 
font of knowledge re: The Volunteer, it 
might make an interesting sto1y (contact: 
editor@sofmag.com). 

To Whom it May Concern: 
This is to certify that I, G. Gordon 

Liddy, have lmown personally Lt. Col. 
Robert K Brown, USAR (Ret.) for the 
last twenty-five years; that I hold him in 

the highest regard and, as a Life and En
dowment member of the National Rifle 
Association, I strongly endorse him for 
the office of member of the Board of Di
rectors for the upcoming term. 

G. Gordon Liddy 
9112 Riverside Drive 
Fort Washington, MD 20744 

The Shooter 
Regarding Gunnery Sergeant Jack 

Coughlin and his "kill" of "Achmed," 
(SOF Dec. 2005) why didn't he buy this 
guy a coke and bring him home and 
adopt the SOB? 

This "human" wanted to give him
self up? Yeah, right! I'm sorry. I respect 
snipers but this gunny is a joke. 

John Palencia 

The principle involved here is called 
chivalry, and it's usually one of the things 
that distinguishes the good guys from the 
bad guys. I regret your daddy never ex
plained it you. ~ 

Military-Grade Aluminum Alloy Housing 
Forged 7075-TG aircrn fc alumi num 
alloy housing provides for a nearly 
indcscruccible sighring system. 

\V.1terproof 
Dry nirrogen 
filled for li fetime 
wa terproofing. 

Bindon Aiming Concept'" (BAC) 
Triji con ACOG models equipped with 
BACTM ;1 ll ow officers ro use rhc 
both-eyes-open aiming method along 
wirh scope magnifica rion sighting fo r 
rapid rargcr acquisirion - in n11y lighr. 

Longer Eye-Relief 
Maximum eye-relief for larger caJibcr rifles 
and brgc exir pupil for fus rcr rarger acquisition. 

Internally Adjustable 
Since only che prism housing moves, 
rhc ACOG is much more rugged than 
conventional designs. 

RETICLE OPTIONS: All rcriclc parrcrns arc parallax free along the ranging a.xis. 

TRIANGLE DOT CROSSHAIR 

00 o~ A -dJ-cµ 38MOA 24mm 8MOA 6.0MOA 

20mm 9.2MOA 6.9MOA 47.9MOA 

l6mm 12.1 MOA 6. 1 MOA 63. lMOA 



Trij icon Fiber Optics 
Automarically adjusts 
the brighrncss level and 
contrast of rhc rcl'iclc ro 
available light conditions. 

Trijicon, the world leader in self-luminous Brilliant Aiming Solutions'" for law enforcement 

has a variety of field-proven ACOGs to choose from. The Trijicon ACOG (Advanced Combat 

Optical Gunsight) and our Compact ACOG wi ll both increase your ability for faster shot 

placement, long or short range, day or night. You could save a life, even yours . If you're fighting 

the war on crime, count on the Trijicon ACOG. 

Trijicon Compact ACOG (1 .Sx16, 1.Sx24,2x20,3x24) 

Ar less than 6 ounces, the Compact ACOG is smaller and lighter rhan our fo ll -sized ACOG, 
pcrfoct for fast moving tact ical teams operating in close-quarters. 

Totally Banery-Frce 
ACOG del ivers incn.':l.scd hi t potenti:tl 
in all lighting conditions - wirhom the 
USC or fujJ urc-pronc b:mcrics. 

MLLki-Coated Lenses 
Superior clari ty and lighr garhering 
capabil ities wi th 1.cro clismrrion. 

Proudly Made 
in the U.S.A. 

Trijicon is a 
proud sponsor of dtc 
#25 Team Marines 
Busch Series NASCAR. 

Trijicon ACoG· 
(3.Sx35, 4x32, 5.SxSO) 

For the name of the Trijicon dealer 

nearest you, call (800) 338-0563 today 

or visit www.trijicon.com. 

on~ 

Trijicon Tritium Phosphor Lamp 
Aiming reticle glows in low-light 
conditions for quick t:trgct acquisition -
with 110 bnueries 10 fail. 

Lifetime Warranty 

Bri lliant Aiming Solutions'" 

www.trijicon.com 

Trijicon, Inc. • 49385 Shafer Avenue • PO Box 930059 • W ixom, Michigan 48393-0059 U.S.A. • (248) 960-7700 
C-5P1105 



High Fives on 
the High Seas 

While hovering in a Lynx helicopter, 
British Marines from the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary Ship Wave Knight, sailing in 
support ofType 22 frigate HMS Cumber
land, based at Devonport, England used 
their .50 AW rifle to shoot out the four 
engines of a narco go-fast in Caribbean 
waters off the Nicaraguan coast. This 
nice shooting from roughly a hundred 
meters out at a bobbing target netted 
some two metric tons of coke, worth an 
estimated 200 million British pounds. 
The skipper of the Cumberland was 
alerted to the go-fast by the DEA, and 
a six-hour stalk and chase ensued. The 
drugs and the narcos were turned over 
to the U.S. Coast Guard. Blimey! Nice 
catch, mates. (But next time, feel free to 
shoot a little wide and much more often 
- you might save the U.S. courts some 
money.) 

Special Request 
The holidays are over, but our troops 

are still in hospitals paying the price for 
other's freedom. 

Now that your writing hand has 
cooled off after sending out Christmas 
cards, warm it up again and send some 
"hey, howdy and thank you" cards and 
letters to out American military he
roes who are recuperating from their 
wounds. Please enclose a short note 
thanking them for their service and per
sonal sacrifice. They are the protectors 
of liberty, and we need to let them know 
we realize that, and that we appreciate 
their sacrifice. Here's the address at 
Walter Reed. You can use the same for
mat at other military hospitals 

A Recovering American Soldier 
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20307-5001 

Soldiers' Angels 
Because Americans do appreciate 

what the troops are doing on our be-

half, support organizations have sprung 
up like mushrooms after a spring rain. 
Some are mom and pop operations, 
some are big, some are quasi-official, 
some have a limited scope and some do 
it all. In the latter category is Soldier's 
Angels, which was started by a GI's 
mom (see also FLAK this issue) and 
has grown to be a full-spectrum effort. 
Go to www.soldiersangels.org and get 
information on how to do everything 
from donate the car you are no longer 
using, donate your airline miles so a GI 
can use them to come home on leave; 
donate bucks, books, comfort items, 
sand scarves; submit a wounded hero to 
receive care packages, donate items for 
Gis who are helping Iraqi kids , or get in
volved in tangible and effective support 
for our troops. Those yellow ribbons 
and bumper stickers are fine - but the 
troops never see them. Soldier's Angels 
concentrate on the things the deployed 
troops and returning wounded need. 
Like Project Valour-IT (Voice-Activated 
Laptops for OUR Injured Troops), a 
really good endeavor that is outfitting 
voice-activated laptop computers for 
troops who have sustained hand and arm 
injuries or loss. In Phase I, these units 
are being distributed to major military 
medical centers for training the troops, 
and in subsequent phases the units 
will be supplied for troops to take with 
them. Soldier's Angels is a lean (but not 
mean) volunteer outfit, and they have 
done some very efficient procurement 
so your donated buck will really pull its 
weight. And they are reorganized as a 
non-profit so your donations in cash or 
in kind are tax-deductible. Check 'em 
out and grab your checkbook. The holi
days may be over, but the war is not: 
keep the support for the troops coming, 
and this is a very good pipeline. 

Want to volunteer? Submit your 
name, address, phone number, and 
email address (and how about an SSAE, 
and since you're writing, why not throw 
in a donation check to "Soldier's An
gels") to: 

Soldiers Angels 
1792 East Washington Blvd. 
Pasadena, CA 91104 

You can also call and leave a message 
at: 615-676-0239. If you want to e-mail, 
go to the web site and select the appro
priate e-mail contact from those listed. 

San Antonio Calling 
Soldier's Angels (above) are involved 

in myriad projects , and here is a good 
"for instance": Just before the holidays , 
the SA volunteers in San Antonio were 
asking for (this is what we call three-dot 
journalism, you sort it out:) assorted 
board games, Hasbro or others like 
Monopoly, Battleship, Trivial Pursuit, 
Scrabble, chess, Clue; pool cues (they 
have dozens of tables), ping-pong balls 
and paddles, electronic dart boards, 
new Game-Cube video games (sports 
or battle ones), new X-Box games (as 
above), personnel hygiene products 
(almost anything, there is always a 
use) , adaptive sports equipment (bikes, 
wheelchairs for basketball, etc.) . And 
they can use comfort items and kid's 
toys for families staying at the Fisher 
Houses - plush animals are good, patri
otic plush animals are even better. 

This is a continuing need, so all pa-
triots: Pony Up! You can mail items to: 

James Riley 
3222 Falling Brook 
San Antonio TX 78258 
Or call Soldiers Angels' Ms. Patti 

Bader at 626-398-3131 

Highest Immigration in 
History - 50% Illegal? 

A Center for Immigration Studies 
analysis of new Census Bureau data 
(available online at http://www.cis. 
org) shows that the immigrant popula
tion (legal and illegal) reached a new 
high in 2005. The data, which the Bu
reau has not yet analyzed, also show 
that 2000-2005 is the highest five-year 
period of new immigration (legal and il
legal) in American history. Almost half 
of new arrivals are estimated to be il
legal aliens. 

The new report provides a detailed 
picture of the socio-economic status 
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of immigrants, including estimates for 
illegal aliens. States with the largest 
increase in immigrants are California, 
Texas Georgia, New Jersey, Maryland, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Wash
ington, Virginia , Arizona, Tennessee, 
Minnesota, and Nevada. The report was 
prepared by the Center's Director of Re
search, Steven Camarota. 

Immigrant Troubles 
Down Under 

Muslims who want to live under Is
lamic Sharia law, instead of Australian 
civil law, have been put on notice by the 
Australian government officials. While 
the government targeted radicals in a 
bid to head off potential terror attacks, 
and a day after a group of mainstream 
Muslim leaders pledged loyalty to Aus
tralia at a special meeting with Prime 
Minister John Howard, he and his 
ministers made it clear that extremists 
would face a continuing crackdown. 

Treasurer Peter Costello, seen as 
heir apparent to Howard, hinted that 
some radical clerics could be asked to 
leave the country if they did not accept 
that Australia was a secular state and its 
laws were made by parliament. "If those 

are not your values, if you want a coun
try which has Sharia law or a theocratic 
state, then Australia is not for you," 
he said on national television. "I'd be 
saying to clerics who are teaching that 
there are two laws governing people in 
Australia, one the Australian law and 
another the Islamic law, that is false . 
If you can't agree with parliamentary 
law, independent courts, democracy, 
and would prefer Sharia law and have 
the opportunity to go to another coun
try which practices it, perhaps, then, 
that's a better option," Costello said. 
Asked whether he meant radical clerics 
would be forced to leave, he said those 
with dual citizenship could possibly be 
asked to move to the other country. 

Education Minister Brendan Nelson 
later told reporters that Muslims who 
did not want to accept local values 
should "clear ofP'. "Basically, people 
who don't want to be Australians, and 
they don't want to live by Australian 
values and understand them, well then 
they can basically clear off," he said. 
Separately, Howard angered some Aus
tralian Muslims by saying he supported 
spy agencies monitoring the nation's 
mosques. 

UN Gun Ban Defeat in Brazil 
A Brazilian correspondent of John 

Farnam's wrote: "Good news from here 
in Brazil! Last 23rd October our federal 
government made a national public con
sult [referendum] about the continued 
private ownership of guns. The ques
tion we Brazilians had to answer was, 
'Do you agree to ban the public, com
mercial sale of all firearms and ammuni
tion?' Only two answers were allowed: 
'Yes' or 'No.' 'No' won by 64 to 36, a 
huge majority. 

"IANSA, the UN, and other Marxists 
were shocked that their little stunt went 
down to such a decisive defeat, despite 
all the effort they put into it. They tried 
to assure us Brazilians that we're all too 
stupid to own guns. They got it shoved 
up their nose! 

"Stay strong in the USA. We need 
your NRA down here! " 

John's comment: Fallacious ideas 
quickly die of their own accord, when 
they are articulated clearly. That is why 
you never get a straight answer from a 
Marxist/liberal. Freedom-loving people 
everywhere can rejoice in this decisive 
verdict. ~ 
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So You've Trained With The Best? 
However, The Question Is, Best At What? 

Life .And Death Fighting Skills Or 
Sport Fighting Skills. They Are Worlds Apart! 
Please, take a moment of your time to read this article. As you do, 

remember that the development of this information came directly from 
personal experience in surviving front line duty in modern warfare both 
as a covert operator and as an overt operator. Let's get you in the right 
mind set with the following statement from Mr. Peterson, " Remember 
there are tricks to being a world class sport fighter, some men are 
smarter than others and become great champions. However, men that 
have killed to survive have knowledge and experience far beyond the 
world of sport fighters . When there is no one left on the battlefield but 
you, and the enemy, all rules are simplified down to just one, kill to live, 
giving up is simply NOT AN OPTION!" 

Give this system a hard look . It will save you time, money, and 
possibly the life of a client, yourself, or above all your loved ones! 

What Is So Special About The SCARS System? 
Who Is Behind It? 

OK, this is the condensed version. Mr. Jerry Peterson is a former 
US-ARMY l 73rd. Airborne C/4th/503rd Inf. (68-69) Vietnam Vet and the 
sole founder of SCARS. 

He was contracted by the government in the late 80's. During that 
time, he developed the only 600 hour Lethal Combat Subject Matter 
Expert Certification course #K431-0096 for the United States 
NavSpecWarCom, a.k.a. Navy SEAL Teams, (use the Truth and 
Information Act to validate this fact). The official establishment of this 
course was a Historic Event for the NavSpecWarCom's best warriors! 
Jerry's achievement has not been duplicated by any one or group since! 

In the mid 90's Jerry Peterson tasked, Blake Peterson, to develop a 
law enforcement program. The result was Positive Assertive Control 
Tactics/Dynamic Response Training ® (PA.C.T./D.R.T. ®)for law 
enforcement, that was P. 0. S. T. approved by the state of Nevada 
course #0051601. This proved that SCARS could be reconstructed to 
a less than lethal application for US Law Enforcement. 

further, the Petersons have personally taught the ARMY'S finest at 
the JFK Training Center, AIR FORCE Elite COMMANDOES, US Navy 
Special Boat Units, US Navy SEAL Teams and of course the FBI has 
the highly regarded SCARS system in their tactical library. 

After 9/11 they were contracted by the US Treasury Department's 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC) in Roswell, New 
Mexico. The purpose was to develop advanced lethal tactics for 
securing aircraft in support of US Air Marshals. 

SCARS and the Petersons have been well acclaimed in Forbes 
Magazine, Maxim, Men's Health, Black Belt, and of course SOF. 

~ wlaat you will, tlaat's impressive! 

Our Training System Has Been Tested And Used By 
Military And Law Enforcement Personnel Around 
The World. If They Use It To Save Their Lives ... 

WHY NOT YOU! 
If you would like more info on SCARS or any SCARS Products go to 

www.scars.com or www.dachg.com It's all there. Once you are satisfied 
as to our credibility and find the type of training you want then just logon 
and buy the product online in our secure store 24/7. 
Our sign up for hands on training with the Knights of SCARS! 
© Copyrighted 2005 All Rights Re serve d by SCl\RS Institute of Combat Science Inc. 

SCARS DVD Training Programs Have Saved Lives 
Around The World. 

So you owe it to ourself to at least experience the System of SCARS 
via our DVD training products. We have carefully developed a single 
DVD taken from o:ver 400 lessons to introduce you to SCARS. All lessons 
are taken from larger packages, to give you a complete selection of 
powerful and devastating lessons, we call it ... 

"SCARS'OS Lethal" 
It's A Visual Index In,to The World Of SCARS! 

All lessons have been use<!. either in combat or on the streets; fighting 
everything from ten:orists. gangs. robberies, and the common thug! 

This DVD includes lessons taken directly from the Official Navy SEAL I , 
Combat Fighting Course. 

.. "SCARS 05 Lethal" DVD ~ allow you to see, learn, and do hand-to
and and hand to weapon fig fljtg sldlls the right way within~ minutes! 

If you watch just one less rl!ftOJl\ this video, you'll be able to do it for 
real in .5. minutes. You won't look pretty, but you'll damn sure be the one 
walking away. Remember what you're getting is part of the SCARS Lethal 
Tradecraft so it does have lethal lessons and a few non-lethal lessons for 
our law enforcement officers. After all, we must give you a choice! 

Franldy 50% of you! will never need anythiilg more to protect 
yourself! You'll find the DVD called "SCARS 05 Lethal" order form on14e 
next page. It's just $29.95 plus shi ping. You can bet it will handle 90% of 
any threat and if you're an average civilian, 100% of any threat! 
Now if you want more ... 

How About A $3.200 Dollar Sponsorship 
To Get Into A Live Training Event1 

When we receive your order for the "SCARS 05 Lethal" either 
through this ad or www.scars.com, we will give you a limited one time 
$3,200 sponsorship. We'll even give you one full year to use it! You'll 
need to go to the www.scars.com to get the full details. 

But in short, you will be able to reduce your live 3-day training 
cost by $3,200! That means you will only pay $1800 where others 
have paid $5000 and up! (Limited Time Offer) 

This is a special training event, which Mr. Peterson personally 
conducts. Just so you know, anything that Jerry or Blake teaches starts 
at a minimum of $5000 ~ person, and that's a group rate! You can see 
why Men's Health and Forbes were interested. This sponsorship is 
intended to give everyone at least one chance to learn the lethal science 
of SCARS, and to meet and train with the men that started it all! 

Remember! All you need to do is take a chance for just $29.95. If it 's 
crap, then you lose nothing but a lunch. Isn't your life worth that? 
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5CARS 

Total Disbelief that SCARS 
A. Can be learned via a 
B. Efficient to the point 
C. Totally wipe out FEAR 

Acting in a Rhetorical fashion, unsupp 
this has to be Bull Sh#, and other colorfUI stat 
Reading our website and reluctantly understaildiag ~ 
Toking o leap of faith and purchasing u DVD training packrige. 
Being highly impressed by the results and purchasing more of SCABS 
and signing up for Live Training. 
Becoming o SCARS enthusiast and trying to persuade others by telling 
them it really works! The damn stuff really works! 
Being ridiculed and ignored by the friends who think you've lost 
your mind. 
After just days of using the SCARS program your friends admire your 
knowledge and abilities and your positive mind set! 
You're telling them (again) that SCARS is 100% effective! 
Those friends reluctantly buy their own SCARS DVDs program and the 
cycle starts all over. 

WARNING: There are people that never get beyond step 2 above. They are 
stuck within their own rhetorical action supported by unfounded and 
unsupported ridicule. THEY FEAR. Thus they suffer from SCARSOPHOBIA. 

-~-· Like anyone at the top, we have our share of these nuts! 

IT'S JUST THE WAY REVOLUTIONARY 
IDEAS ARE, AND SCARS IS .i''~'f "'<,0 

REVOLUTIONARY!!! ! . . ~ 
"' ~ °',~ y~ 

SC RS !. 

®™ 

111 WWW.scars.com or\VwW.dachq.com or 
GALL TOLL FREE WITHIN THE USA AT 

1-877-468-7530 Ask for SCARS 05 Lethal 
mil 1-480-705-9786 Shipping outside the USA is $17.00 US, if no 
lelIVll your lull name and number; we will return your call within 

l"JUllllll place your order. YOU MUST BE 18 YEAHS OR OLDER. 

PHONE: ______________ _ 

E-MAIL: _______ _;:__ ________ _ 

Visa M11sterC11rd AMEX Discover 

CREDIT CARD# ____________ _ 

Exp. Date: __ / __ Signature:---------

Money Order I Cashiers Check must he drawn on US Bank 
Mail This Order Form to: 
Direct Action Corporation 

P. 0. Box 11 147 
Tempe, AZ 85284-0020 

Please NOTE: Due to the high cost ot handling and processing, 
no refunds will be made. 
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Kabul, 16 September. After last week's rocket attacks, a 
deadly car bomb blast downtown, reports of shots fired near 
our camp and the Afghani Presidential election rapidly ap
proaching in October, we learned in our Orders-Group, (0-
Gp) that nine suicide bombers had entered the Kabul area. In 
an effort to counter this threat, Bravo Company intensified 
its patrolling activities in and around the 2-kilometer perim
eter of Camp Julien, located in southern Kabul. I took this 
opportunity to go out with a Section [Squad] from 5 Platoon 
in order to get a feel for the terrain and see the reaction of the 
local populace to our patrolling. 

After receiving detailed orders and conducting rehearsals, 
we mounted up in our Light Armoured Vehicles or LAV llls. 
Dressed in our new digital-style Canadian Pattern, (cad-pat) 
combat clothing for desert operations, we wore our armoured 
vest with chest and back plates, load-bearing vest, (LBV) for 
carrying our rifle magazines and other essential equipment, 
and Kevlar helmet with a mounted Monocular Night Vision 
Goggle (MNVG) for observing in the dark. We carried our 
heavy-barrel CB [Ml6A2] rifle with infra-red, (IR) pointer 
and Surefire flashlight, both mounted on a rail system. We 
also had two C9 [M249 SAW] gunners with us as we depart 
Camp Julien. 

It was nearing last light and we were dropped off approxi
mately 2 km north of camp. For security reasons, vehicles 
only leave camp in pairs, and our two LAVs stopped in the 
middle of the road while the patrol quickly dismounted with 
security out on the flanks, with two air sentries per vehicle 
standing in the rear of the LAV's watching their arcs - and 
our backs. Traffic stopped and locals stared. Ramps up and 
the LAVs quickly departed. We immediately leaft the main 
road in single file and headed down an alley followed by 10 
or 15 kids who soon lost interest when they realized that we 
aren't giving anything away. 

I'm fifth in the Order of March, (OOM) in a 10-man dis
mounted foot patrol, behind the Navigator, Patrol Command
er, Language Assistant, and Signaller. It's now dusk and the 
alley we're moving along varies in width between 6 and 10 
feet and is bordered by adobe walls measuring 6 to 12 feet in 
height that surround homes, act as fences and delineate prop
erty lines. As we meander our way along these alleys, dusk 
turns to night and we proceed down uneven dirt paths with 
trenches dug down the middle that act as open sewers, reek
ing of shit, piss and garbage. As we progress, we pass by Af
ghanis going about their business; Some of them occasionally 
greet us with "Salim" or "Hello." But mostly they just stare. 
We quickly realize that they only know one or two words of 
our language and have no replies for "How are you?" 
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We continue down these darkened alleys , careful not to 
twist our ankles on the rutted paths or step in something foul 
in the open sewer, as we scan the rooftops and fence lines 
for snipers or signs of an impending ambush. Beat-up old ve
hicles bump past us as we close our "disengaged eye," trying 
not to spoil our night vision, aware that they could be car
rying a suicide bomber or a Vehicle Born Improvised Explo
sive Device (VBIED). The threat here is real. Unlike Bosnia, 
where we seldom if ever left the paved roads or hard-pack, 
here we judge the roads and dirt paths by a "risk assessment" 
dependant on the amount of local traffic. 

Occasionally, we stop for a navigation check, as we twist 
and turn our way in what seems like a random manner in 
these maze-like roads, knowing that at any moment we could 
be ambushed from any direction. On our radio , we occasion
ally hear the Patrol Commander or Patrol Second in Com
mand, (2IC) issue instructions to watch a certain T-junction 
or to change direction or formation as the path narrows and 
widens or twists and turns. From a nearby Mosque, we hear 
the Muslim nightly prayers echoing down the "road," not 
really knowing from which direction the sound is coming. 
We hear a radio playing in a home, as people go about their 
nightly business and we go about ours. The alleys are ex
tremely dark, as this area has no electricity. The occasional 
light we do see is from a kerosene lantern. The night is over
cast with no moon and a bit of a wind, which kicks up dust 
and forces us to squint into the dark. We change direction 
and now the mud walls act as a wind tunnel and a dust devil 
passes through the patrol. The boys are bunching up and I 
tell them to spread it out to three paces between each man 
and to watch their arcs of fire. The Language Assistant stops 

'1119S ACOG 

The sun sets on a patrol down a dusty side street that will be a river of mud 
with the first rain. If the peace can be kept, then the infrastructure, ii is hoped, 
will follow. 

for a piss against a wall. 

A Busload of Tomorrow 
We see lights approaching and hear singing. A bus bumps 

its way past us, full of singing kids waving at us . We wave 
back and try to regain our night vision and stay focused on 
our mission. Intelligence tells us that 95% of the locals sup
port us. Kabul is home to more than three million people and 
5% of three million still leaves a lot of bad guys around to 
ruin your day! Each of us has a green chem. light, cracked and 
protruding about an inch out of our vests so we can identify 
"friend from foe" without the aid of our night vision goggles. 
On occasion, we lower them to check out a suspicious door-

Conlinued on page 32 
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THE ULTIMATE 

Bigger, better . .. and at the same price as the original book! 

When John Plaster 's 
monumental book The Ultimate 
Sniper was publ ished in 
January 1993, the response was 
immediate and overwhelming. 
The firearms press hailed it as 
"a landmark book" (Small Arms 
Review), "impressive and 
fascina ting" (Guns & Ammo), 
and "by fa r the best of the 
modern-day sniper books" 
(S. WA. T). The U.S. Army 
S11iper School was inspired by 
its content to revise its latest 
trai ning manual. The 2nd 
Battalion, 8th Marines 
reproduced an entire chapter for 
di ssemination to its personnel. 
From M iami to San Francisco to 
Anchorage, it became recom

UPDATED AND EXPANDED 

MAJ JO ll N I •. Pl.1\ ST ER, US AR ( R iff.) 

mended reading for 
students in big-city 
police sniper schools. 
Overseas, the Karen 
National Liberation 
Army in Myanmar 
translated sections 

for its resistance fighters, and 
the Phi lippine Marine Corps 
regarded the book so highly that 
it copied its art for its sniper 
unit logo. Perhaps GySgt. 
Carlos Hathcock, legendary 
U.S. Marine Corps sniper 
during the Vietnam War, 
summed it up best: "Just plain 
dad-gum good." 

Now, The Ultimate Sniper 
has just gotten bigger and 
much, much better. 

John Plaster has 
completely revised and updated 
The Ultimate Sniper for the 
21st century. Expanded by more 
than 100 pages, cram med with 
dozens of new photos from the 
fro ntli.nes of today 's war zones 
and fles hed out with revised 

text, charts and data reflecting 
the enormous changes that have 
taken place in the fie ld over the 
past decade, this latest edition 
of The Ultimate Sniper once 
again teaches the complex ski lls 
of sniping - marksmanship, 
fi eldcraft, tactics - in a readable 
and understandable way. 

You may not have read The 
Ultimate Sniper in years. If 
that's the case, do yourself a 
favor: get this new edi tion, 
absorb its vast wealth of hard 
information and real-world 
knowledge, and rediscover why 
many professional snipers, 
sharpshooters and long-range 
riflemen from around the world 
consider it to be the bible of 
their craft. 

Buy The Ultimate Sniper today and receive 
a FREE copy of Jeff Cooper's classic study of proper 

combat mind-set, Principles of Personal Defense. 
Offer good while supplies last. 

#ULTI.2SET 



The One-Way Fight 
By IVlichael Fobbit 

I 
ver the past few weeks, we'd been warned about 
signs of impending action. These signs -- and worries 
-- always precede big events in Iraq, and we were ap

proaching the National Elections on 15 December. Quite a 
while ago, a large body of insurgents and terrorists -- in the 
hundreds according to after-action reports -- attacked the Abu 
Ghraib prison facility about four miles away, apparently in an 
effort to free some of their buddies captured during anti-terr 
raids and campaigns. It was a pretty big shootout for a few 
hours, and quite a surprise, as it wasn't expected that the en
emy could concentrate that many people for such an attack. 
They are normally too scattered, too diverse, and too disorga
nized to get together like that, not having a central command 
structure, central goals, common ethnic groups, etc. to bring 
them together. In spite of its unusual organization, the attack 
was a complete failure, with few American casualties and 
many enemy deaths, including a few of the prisoners who 
were hit by insurgent mortar fire during the attack. 

But, following that attack, there had always been the con
cern that it might happen again, and with better planning. 
My work and quarters locations are somewhat vulnerable. 
The work site is valuable because of what we do. 

Baghdad is one of the centers of fighting due to its mix of 
Sunni and Shi'a inhabitants. Every home has at least one AK 
-- fact, not hyperbole. There are gunshots every day, often 
every hour, from the village, with a few explosions thrown 
in for good measure, so it is a bit tense around here. But 
the gunfire is usually ineffective and the mortars and rockets 
have missed hitting people here most of the time. On occa
sion we found out the villagers fought off enemy insurgents 
coming to attack us through their village. We are not sure it 
is because they support what we are doing, or are territorial 
- thinking that we are "their" targets, not anyone else's. Such 
is the nature of internecine warfare in Iraq. 

If anyone attacked through our perimeter wall with car 
bombs, to open it up or to take down one or two guard tow
ers, we and our "homes" would be on the route to the main 
targets. The other bases in the area have larger components 
of combat troops than we do, adding to our exposure. 

So, when we hear the "signs," of impending attack prepa
ration, we take them seriously. The problem is, every time 
there is a major event like the elections coming, we always 
hear rumors of enemy actions in response. 

As l said, the elections were coming this week. My office 
worked as usual until around 2000 or 2100 hours, then, as 
we have been doing for the past three or four Saturdays, a 

Continued on page 46 

Sgt. Mitchell Levart, from 2nd Platoon, Company A, 1st Bat/ 
talion, 327th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, 
keeps an eye out for insurgents in Nam/a village, Iraq. This 
photo appeared on www.army.mil 
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Leathernecks Critique 
A Hard-Won Victory 
By Dale B . Cooper 

"Ramadi was rough." - Sergeant 
Clayton I. Anderson, Assistant Sniper 
Team Leader "Seminole Bravo" 

1- irst Battalion, 5'h Marine Regi
- ment, First Marine Division is 

back home at Camp Pendleton, 
California licking its wounds after its 
third combat deployment to Iraq since 
spearheading the attack that led to the 
downfall of Iraqi president Saddam 
Hussein. 1/5 deployed to Ar Ramadi, 
the capital of Al Anbar Province, in 
the heart of the so-called "Triangle of 
Death," west of Baghdad in March of 
2005. The battalion returned home six 
months later. 

The "Fighting Fifth" lost 15 Marines 
and a Navy corpsman KIA and 130 WIA 
in Ramadi, more KIAs than the two 
previous deployments combined. Five 
of the KIAs were due to enemy snipers. 
The other Marines, most of whom were 
on their third deployment to Iraq, died 
as the result of IEDs. 

Improvised Explosive Devices are 
feared more than enemy snipers in Iraq 
today. Like hand grenades and horse
shoes, you only have to be close with an 
JED. They are stealthy like snipers in 
that they can't be seen, and strike with
out warning. And they are much more 
deadly. IEDs can rip open armored 
Humvees and amphibious assault ve
hicles like cans of sardines. 

Lance Corporal Marty G. Mortenson 
and Corporal Kelly M. Cannan with 
1" Platoon, Company A, were killed a 
month into the deployment when an 
improvised explosive device detonated 
near their convoy. 

Saddest Day 
Two months later, the battalion suf

fered its biggest blow when six of its 
warriors were slain in Ramadi on June 
15. Five of the Marines were killed 
when their Humvee was destroyed by 

an JED. 
Corporal Tyler S. Trovillion, a grena

dier and team leader, died alongside 
four comrades from 3rd Squad, 2 nd Pla
toon, Company A - Corporal Jesse Jai
me and Lance Corporals Chad B. May
nard, Dion M. Whitley and Jonathan R. 
Flores - when an JED exploded directly 
underneath their Humvee. 

Petty Officer 2 nd class Cesar 0 . Baez, 
a corpsman with the Jump Platoon, was 
killed by an enemy sniper in a separate 
incident the same day. Baez, 3 7, had 

completed law school and passed the 
California bar exam while in the Navy. 

According to Tovillion's best friend, ' 
Lance Corporal Ben A. Lively, from 
Richardson, Texas had a knack for spot
ting IEDs. He had uncovered several in 
Ramadi, but the veteran of two previous 
deployments to Iraq never saw the one 
that ended his life and snuffed out the 
lives of four other Marines in a blinding 
flash. 

"I know guys in our battalion who 
were hit by 16 or 17 IEDs during our 
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deployment to Ramadi," said Sgt. Anderson, who had two 
close calls. 

"We knew we were gonna get hi.t," said Anderson as he 
recalled the night his Humvee ran over an explosive device, 
probably a 60 "mike-mike" mortar round, buried too deeply 
in the road to cause catastrophic damage to the armored vehi
cle but still make a big boom. The blast sent fireballs up both 
sides of the high-back steel-plated Hummer Anderson's 8-man 
team was riding in, but they survived without a scratch. 

On another occasion, the team was heading to a private 
home in Ramadi when the driver missed a turn. Instinctively, 
Anderson ordered him to cross the median strip of the dual
lane highway instead of continuing on to an intersection 

"Sierra Bravo," one of three sniper teams in 1•1 Battalion, fj1h Marine Regi
ment, started out at Camp Pendleton as a five-man team and morphed into 
an eight-man team in Rama di. Front row left to right; Lance Corporals Jesse 
Morales, Jeremiah Johnson and Billy Thompson. Top row left to right; Cor
poral Clay Anderson, Sergeant Gerald Hooee. Photo: Courtesy USMC 

ahead. As they crossed the median, an IED detonated in the 
intersection , spraying their Humvee wi.th bits of shrapnel. 
Not everyone in the battalion was as lucky. 

Captain John W Maloney, the commanding officer of 
Charley Company, was killed on the evening of June 16, 
2005 when an IED detonated beneath his Humvee. His .50 
caliber machine gunner, Lance Corporal Erik R. Heldt, was 
also killed in the blast. Maloney, a prior enlisted Marine, and 
his company were conducting a vehicle reconnaissance of a 
portion of the company's AO when the IED exploded. 

At Maloney's memorial service at Camp Snake Pit in Ra
madi six days later, the battalion commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Eric M. Smith, read a letter Maloney's wife wrote to 
the Marines of C Company: 

"John was very proud to serve alongside you and took ev
ery chance he had to brag about you," wrote Maloney's widow, 
Michelle, who is left to raise two young children. 

Company C's Executive Officer, First Lieutenant Latham 
E. Fell followed Smith's eulogy by saying Maloney always put 
his men and friends before himself. "What I remember best 
about him was his total commitment to his Marines," said 
Fell, "He demanded the highest levels of performance from 
his men, but even more so from us." 

Tough Tour of Duty 
Like it did during World War Two, the Vietnam War, and 

during the invasion of Iraq, First Battalion, 51h Regiment once 
again paid the butcher's bill in blood, but 1/5 always doles 
out more death and destruction than is inflicted upon one of 
the best battalions in the United States Marine Corps. 

"Ramadi was rough," said Sgt. Anderson, assistant team 
leader of "Seminole Bravo," one of three eight-man sniper 
teams in 1/5. This was Anderson's third combat tour, a 'Tri
fecta" of sorts. One week after returning to Camp Pendleton, 
Anderson talked about his tour during a late night telephone 
i.ntervi.ew that lasted more than an hour. 

"Ramadi's like the lion's den of their little religious war," 
said Anderson, "and while we were there , we didn't fight 
many Iraqis. The insurgents were mostly from other coun
tries." 

There weren't many veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
who deployed to Ramadi. Only 120 or so from the original 
roster of 1,100 made the third deployment. 

Anderson was a SAW gunnerin First Platoon, Charlie Com
pany during the invasion of Iraq. When Anderson returned 
home in May 2003, he was selected to attend Arabic language 
school. Whe11 115 deployed to Iraq the following spring, An
derson was attached to CAP, the Combined Action Platoon, 
as a squad leader. He and his squad patrolled the farmland 
outside of Fallujah trying to win the "hearts and minds" of 
the local population, in hopes of learning the whereabouts of 
insurgents and weapons caches being used against Marines in 
Fallujah. Not since Vietnam had the Marine Corps deployed a 
Combined Action Platoon in a combat role. 

Corporal Anderson was wounded along wi.th 75 percent 
of his platoon when they were ambushed outside Fallujah. 
Anderson was hit in the elbow by a ricocheting AK-4 7 round, 
but had no lingering effects after the wound healed. But the 
incident changed his mind about how he wanted to spend 
the rest of his enlistment. He wanted to be the one doi.ng the 

rvLARCH 2oos ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com • SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! 23 



(left) Corporal Tyler S. Trovillion, a grenadier and team leader with J'd Squad, 
2"d Platoon, Company A met General Michael Hagee, Commandant of the 
Marine Corps on April 6, two months before Trovillion and Lance Corporal 
Dion M. Whitley, behind machine gun in the turret of their Humvee in this 
picture, were killed with two other Marines by an /ED. (right) Private First 
Class Dylan R. Mugan, a rifleman in the "Dirty Deuces, " 2nd Squad, 2nd 
Platoon, Company B., 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment posts security at a 
street corner in Ramadi during a patrol. Photos: Corporal Tom Sloan, USMC 

"ambushing," instead of waiting for someone else to pull the 
trigger. When he returned to Camp Pendleton, Anderson ap
plied for Scout Sniper School. He never attended the school, 
but he was assigned to l/5's Scout Sniper Platoon. Anderson 
was an expert marksman, and that's what SSP needed. There 
was at that time, and still is, a shortage in the Marine Corps 
of 854 ls, the MOS [Military Occupational Specialty] of Scout 
Snipers. Anderson's ability to shoot and speak Arabic made 
him extremely desirable, and he deployed to Ramadi as an 
assistant sniper team leader. But he didn't get the rush he 
thought he would get. 

'The battalion just didn't have the character it had when 1/5 
invaded Iraq," said Anderson. "And the fact we really didn't 
have time between deployments to do complete workups 
[which] hurt us in the field," Anderson said. The battlefield 
had also changed dramatically since Anderson rode through 
the sand berms that separated Iraq from it neighbor, Kuwait, 
and engaged enemy soldiers in the strategically important Ra
malyah oil fields just a few klicks inside the border. 

Marine snipers stacked up insurgents like cords of wood 
in Fallujah in the spring of 2004. City elders begged Major 
General]ames N. Mattis, commanding officer of First Marine 
Division to pull back his snipers. They apparently thought 
Mattis had hundreds of them. Before "Mad Dog" Mattis and 
his Marines could apply the coup de grace to Fallujah, poli
tics entered the picture, and 1/5 was ordered to pull its cor
don back 10 to 15 miles. Enemy insurgents, including snipers 
with Syrian passports, managed to swim across the Euphrates 
River after dark and slip downstream to Ramadi. 

When 151 Battalion, S'h Regiment, the unit this reporter was 
embedded with during Operation Iraqi Freedom, returned to 
Ramadi in the spring of 2005, the bad guys were waiting for 
them. 

At first, Marine snipers ruled the roost. They shot and 
killed almost everyone who was caught carrying a weapon 
on the streets, but it wasn't long before the "Hunters" became 
the "Hunted" in the Triangle of Death. Enemy snipers in Ra
madi were better than the ones 1/5 faced in Fallujah. For one 
thing, they were better shots - no more "spraying and pray
ing." They not only nailed Marines on rooftops who exposed 
themselves, but also picked off targets on the move. 

Staff Sergeant Ramon E. Gonzales-Cordova was killed as 
he led a platoon of Iraqi Security Forces and several Marines 
on a foot patrol through Ramadi. Gonzales-Cordova was the 
platoon sergeant for 2nd Platoon, Company C during the fight
ing in Fallujah and for tl1e first three months or so of this de
ployment, when he was selected to train new members of the 
ISF and lead them on counter-insurgency sweeps in Ramadi. 

Sniper fire also killed Corporal Garry W. Rimes , a rifle
man and scout with 2nd Platoon, Weapons Company, but 

Continued on page 78 

24 SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! · www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ IVIARCH 2006 



Simple "impaline" tricks GUARANTEED to stun and amaze vou ... 

How To Instantly Inflict Devastating 
Damage From 20 Feet Away ... 

Using Nothing More Than A Paperclip And These Viciously-Easy "Power Throwing" Tricks 
Developed By The Smallest Former Combat Expert To Ever Scare The Living Crap 

Out Of Entire Biker Gangs, Skinhead "Attack Squads" 
And Every Black Belt Jerk Who Ever Dared To Make Fun Of His Size! 

WAIT - it gets even better! You can learn these "unbeatable" skills in an afternoon ... and use them to be LETHAL with 
a knife, and truly SCARY with anything else you can get your hands on ... including keys, J>enciJs, broken glass and 
literally hundreds of other items that will always be around when you to TAKE SOMEONE OUT 
from across the room .. . 

Here 's one hell of a brutal "fight -solution" for 
you. I' ve just got my hands on some very exclusive 
info on the lost art of "power throwing"TM and I 
want to share it all with you. It 's the real thing 
and this may be the last lime you hear about this! 
So please ... read 011. 

Here's what this is about.: 
You' ll discover how to throw and stick anything 

- even objects that seem absolutely harmless -
witl1 power ... precision ... and "dead-eye" accuracy. 
I'm talking about easily impaling targets with a 
fork . .. wooden stick ... pen . .. pencil. .. car 
antenna ... plastic stake ... butter knife - damn 
near anything you can find lying around. You' ll 
even learn how to instantly create your own 
"improvised" Uirowing weapons (practically from 
thin air) - and get them to stick into your target 
across an entire room! 

This is powerful information that can be ... 

Learned Today -
And Used Tomorrow! 

I call this power throwing™ a " lost art" 
because there 's jus t FIVE masters who 
understand this - and four of them are either 
dead . .. in prison . .. or just won' t talk. So you 
simply can't find this anywhere for any price. 
I'm not kidding one bit when I say this is info is 
teetering on becoming a lost art. 

Now I want you to consider - just for a 
moment - the transformation YOU w ill 
experi ence once you understand the secrets to 
stopping an attacker before he gets anywhe re 
near your "personal space". 

Now I want you to take a deep breath and 
think about this for a second 

You' ll never again have to worry about going 
toe-to-toe with 1 arger more aggress ive 
attackers .. . or getting scraped to a bloody pulp 
while "grappling" o n the concrete ... or duking
it-out with someo ne who turns out to be a 
"golden gloves" boxer. Forget about the concerns 
of carrying around a gun ... or practicing those 
special kicks ... fancy punches .. . complexjoint
locks - or ANY of that nonsense. 

Well now there 's simply no need for it! 
In fact, considering that the TRS " mission" 

is to teach guys li ke you the easiest, quickest, 
most devastating fight secrets avai lable - tricks 
to ending ANY fight in seconds without complex 
moves and hardcore training - this e ntire 
"Dead-Eye Power Throwing"TM program is a 
PERFECT fit. No special skills required ... 

no need for endless practice ... and certainly 
no need to be big, strong, or even in shape! 

Nope. Thatdoesn ' tmatteratall becausejust 
having these power-throwing skills means ... 

There's NO Reason For You 
To Even Get Your Hands Dirty! 

Ju just a coupl e hours you ' ll suddenl y be 
"untouchab le" - which means you' ll become 
calmer. .. more confident. . . even spiritually 
stronger. Now that may sound weird - but 
it 's true. 

Because the benefits of knowing exactly how 
to "take care of business" from acros a room will 
infuse itself into eve1·y part of your life. The 
fea r you may have fe lt around overbearing 
individuals will actually disappear... friends and 
fami ly will suddenly notice a quiet, sure-footed 
gravity around you ... and you' ll suddenly possess 
an Alpha "presence" that unconsciously gains 
i11sta11t respect from others. 

You just don't want to miss out on having U1is 
kind of personal confidence and power. 

Because now you cru1 fire off a pen from your 
top pocket and impale him before he gets close. 
Or use a simple paper clip ... piece of silverware .. . 
chunk of wood .. . whatever YOU choose to pull 
from your bag of tricks. You' ll suddenly have U1e 
SAME advantage of a .357 - without the legal 
hassles ru1d without the risk of having your weapon 
fa ll into the hands of your attacker. 

Having this information in your "arsenal" is 
as powerfitl as . .. 

Carrying Around A 
Cocked And Loaded Gun! 

It's that big. 

Wrapping your hands around the wheel of this 
kind of raw power ru1d confidence is H UGE stuff 
my friend. Don 't take it lightly. 

From now on there' ll be no need for you to 
get upset. .. fearful . .. or angry at a11yo11e who 
U1reatens the lives of you ru1d your loved ones -
no matter how big, mean, and ski lled they are. 

Calm ly take care of bus iness from a safe 
distance. o more having to ri s k serious 
inj ury in hand-to- band e ncounters. Yo u ' ll 
know the simple, easy to lea rn, and wildl y 
devastati ng tri c ks to throwing and sticking 
damn near ANYTHING -

Stopping Any Attacker In His Tracks 
From 10-20 Feet Away! 

Do11 't beliei•e it? Well neither did I - until 

"Only Ffl!E experts !mow the lost art of 
"Power Tluvwing " - and only ones willing to 
talk. Nows your chance to know the secrets!" 

little Alfredo - my 5 '7" 128-pounds staff editor 
- expertly shot and stuck a paper clip, (that~· 
right, a paper clip), into a rock-hard plaster wall 
- from across the office. 

He mastered this ski ll after watching this 
new "Dead-Eye Power Throwing"Th1 material 
just ONCE! 

Now understand that I' m a 6 '4", 250 pound 
ex-football player. After over 16 years of hanging 
out with the most dangerous street-fighters and 
combat-hardened Special Forces soldiers on the 
planet - I know my hand-to-hand fighting. So 
let's just say I could snap Alfredo into pieces if I 
got my hands on him. 

But when I saw that paper clip vibrating from 
the wall like a tuning fork - we ll it occurred to 
me that I ' d be in serious trouble if A lfredo 
suddenly decided to fire his next paper clip -
or even that nearby Bic pen - in my direction. 

All of the sudden ... 

Little Alfredo Didn't 
Look So "Little" Anymore. 

But of course Alfredo didn' t throw anything 
my way - mainly because I sign his paycheck -
but that 's not my point. 

Here's why I'm teUing you all this : In 
just a couple fast hours you' ll have I 00% control 
of ANY fight from a safe distance, allowing 
you to always be one step ahead of your opponent 



- even highly experienced "dirty tricks" street 
fighters and black belts. He'll be shocked ... 
stunned ... and scared as hell when a piece of fence 
wire suddenly sinks deep into his thigh bone before 
he can even get into your spitting range. And 
when the full realization hits him - that the 
tables have turned and he's the target ... he 'II 
stumble back in fear ... panic ... then scramble off 
like a wounded animal. 

Believe me he'll want nothing more than to ... 

GetlheHell 
Away From You! 

That's how fast It'll be over. What's more ... 
this will scare the living hell out of any "back· 
up" friends who may have been planning a 
classic "gang-bang" attack. They'll be running 
for the hills. 

It's true! Everyone who sees this "Power 
Throwing"™ in action is absolutely astonished 
at how easy it is to learn and how mega-effective 
the results. It's almost unbelievable to see a small 
and unassuming man pick up a wooden stick and 
effortlessly drive it straight through a thick plaster 
wall from 20-feet out. 

The trick is knowing HOW it's done - and it's 
not very hard! 

Still having trouble believing all this? That's 
okay - I'm used to people being suspicious ... at 
first. But like I said what you're about to learn is 
something only FIVE people have mastered -
and just ONE willing to share it with you. 

You Don't Want To Be 
lhe One Caught Without lhese Skills. 

Here's the ONE guy willing to teach you 
this: Through certain inside "contacts" (which I 
am not going to tell you about) I was approached 
by Bob Taylor. He's considered one of the 
country's most experienced experts in counter 
insurgency operations; state, local and federal law 
enforcement agencies use him frequently for 
training. He is also a specialist in counter
terrorism for African, South American and Central 
American governments. 

Bob Taylor is just 5 feet 6 inches tall, and 
maybe 140 pounds soaking wet (on a good day). 
Small features. Thin arms, thin legs, thin neck. 
You'd never pick him for a fighter. Too little. 

Nevertheless, Bob Taylor is widely regarded 
among the elite martial arts world as perhaps the 
best "self educated" street fighter around. 
Nobody who knows about Bob's fighting abilities 
would ever willingly go up against him without 
packing a loaded shotgun. Hand to hand, you will 
lose a fight against him, no matter how big, or 
muscled, or experienced you are. Why? 

Because He Fights To Uve ... 
And He Fights Dirty As Hell/ 

Bob developed his unique style of "dirty 
fighting" during his 40 years of formal 
training, bar brawls and street fights, bounty 
hunting and busting up narcotics gangs. He served 
his country well as a "hot-zone" combat soldier 
in Vietnam, worked as a private eye, a personal 
armed bodyguard to superstar rock groups (like 
Aerosmith, the Who and Led Zepplln), and a 
canine handler for 11 separate jurisdictions. He's 
also a recognized ''Chi Master" • at an infamous 
Soldier of Fortune convention, he drove a steel 
rod through his forearm, tied it to a new Ford 
Mustang, and dragged the car 287 feet ... without 
blood, without pain, without scarring. (Don't try 
this at home.) 

What's more, Bob is among the few world-

class masters left in the forgotten art of 
"throwing". He's a master at creating 
improvised weapons - practically from thin 
air - then sticking it through ANYTHING -
from flesh to metal. I've seen him stick an 
unsharpened coat-hanger through a car door at 
ten feet. Astonishing! 

But what's really exciting is that ... 

Bob's Now Wiiiing To Reveal These 
Wicked Power-lhrowlngSecrets To mUI 

It's all on 2 - DVDs called "Dead Eye Power 
Throwing"™. 

J)' J) til: 1'0111·r I""'"' i11~'" l1·rhn1q111•s 

On this first DVD you'll learn everything 
you 'II need to know about the advanced 
fundamentals to quickly developing your own 
''throwing" skills. Here's just a taste of what 
you're about to discover: 
..r The wildly effective "back hand" shot Even 

little kids who can't tie their own shoes can 
use this to stick a weapon deep into target. 
NO coordination skills required - but the results 
are stunning! 

..r The amazing secret "physics" behind power 
throwing™. Even scientists are puzzled at why 
"drag" and gravity are almost totally irrelevant 
when it comes to true power throwing™, (it's 
the trick to getting almost anything - even 
paper clips - to stick from 10-20 feet). 

..r The awesome "double tap" secret to using 
BOTH hands. It's like having a double barreled 
shotgun and guaranteed to leave ANY attacker 
humiliated and running for his life. He won't 
have a clue where these shots are coming from! 

..r The simple "geometric" reasons why you 
NEVER want to use your wrist Learn to 
fire any weapon with 100% accuracy and 
"penetration" power. It's all super easy with 
NO complex skills to master. 

..r Why "weight distribution" doesn't 
matter a bit. You'll use the same technique 
to throw a dinner fork as you'll use to throw a 
10-pound stick - simple once you see howl 

..r The cool "Wrong Hand" throwing 
technique that allows you to use your ''weak" 
hand to throw. It may draw some ''throwing
like-a-girl" laughs - but they'll shut-up quick 
when they see how much power and damage 
you're delivering with this one throw. 

..r Two secrets to "foot placement" for firing 
with power and accuracy while on the move. 
Seems the "opposite" at first - (which is why 
everyone does this wrong) but Bob shows you 
why this is the one right way. 

..r The trick to achieving 3 different kinds of 
"tumbles" to your throwing weapon. These 
secrets will have you mastering power, 
penetration, and accuracy at varying 
distances. Anyone watching won't know HOW 
you're doing it! 

..r A very cool "feign" that'll trick your 
attacker into "planting" himself - making 
him an easy target to hit. He'll have no idea 
that you 're setting him up like a bowling pin. 

..r The principles of "Point, Accuracy, and 
Power" that will allow you a wicked "foot 
shot" for when you want him to "stick around" 
without hurting him too bad. This will get his 
attention fast and have him obeying your 
every command. 

..r A very cool "rapid fire" tactic that will 
thrill and delight you. Watch in amazement 
as Bob Taylor teaches you how to "machine 

gun" off a variety of objects (including a 
dinner fork... butter knife... piece of thin 
wire ... a screw driver ... and more). Within 
seconds your target will look like a wounded 
porcupine. Believe me ... NO man can 
withstand this onslaught. 

..r A mean little "underhand pitch" that allows 
you to conceal your weapon and suddenly fire 
it while on the move. A dirty trick that will 
end it all fast! 

..r The sneaky... nasty... and devastating 
"quarter-turn reverse grip" throw. He 
won't see this one coming and there's nothing 
he can do about it even if he does. This is the 
nuclear bomb of throwing moves - the one 
secret trick you 'II want to save for when you 
really need it! 

And MORE ••• a lot more! Simple "arching" 
techniques that generate massive power shots ... 
An easy ''palm throw" that ensures total accuracy 
in tight quarters... The secrets to choosing 
"expedient" weapons to attack from "outside 
a man's range of influence" ... Why a fixed blade 
or folding knife is NOT desigued to be thrown ... 
The "windmill" throw that uses maximum 
"shoulder radius" for super-accurate long shots ... 
when to throw straight at a target and when to 
angle your shots ... How a simple wooden dowel 
can be the BEST training tool for developing a 
true power throw™ ... and tons more. Way too 
much for me to cover here. 

And that's just the fun DVD. 

J)' n .f2 l111p1mised 'Jh11"'i11g "l'·ll"'"' 
This DVD goes deep into using "expedient 

weapons". This is where you discover how you 
distract ... stun ... maim ... or kill using damn near 
anything lying around. You'll learn: 
> The TWO most important things you need 

to know about choosing an expedient 
weapon - and how this guarantees you'll 
immediately recognize what'll work as an 
effective (and possibly lethal) throwing 
weapon and what wont. 

> How just 25 seconds (and with NO tools) you 
can triple the impaling power of a simple a 
"butter knife". It's a simple trick that turns a 
ho-hum weapon into a fierce throwing 
weapon. You've GOT to see this one to 
believe it! 

> The amazing secret to throwing and 
spearing with a tree branch and why you 
don t want to start with dry wood Bob shows 
you the simple process to instantly creating a 
devastating wooden weapon in seconds! 

> Why you'll want to aim some shots straight 
into his face. Follow what Bob tells you and 
your attacker will be running for cover like a 
wounded animal. 

> How to literally DOUBLE the sticking 
power of a standard dinner fork. In less 
than 20 seconds you'll have a weapon that 
will inflict horrible damage from 15-feet away. 

> How to transform a glass mirror into 
dozens of wicked "throwing knives". 
You'll discover how to easily throw them like 
"hollow-point bullets" - shattering deep inside 
your attacker. Plus Bob shows you the simple 
"scraping" trick to throwing glass shards bare
handed - with NO chance of cutting yourself. 

And more. Easy tips (they'll take just a 
couple seconds) to a tum a ball point pens, 
pencils, even paper clips, into deadly missiles ... 
How specific weapons dictate which target you'll 
ftre at ... Just how "deep" certain thrown weapons 



wi ll penetrate through clothing and flesh ... which 
weapons wi ll shock him, and which ones will ki ll 
him ... exactly bow to deliver devastating facial 
shots ... and a lot more. 

A bsolute(v stun11i11g information ! And you 
know it' ll all work in the "real world" because 
Bob "sticks" his weapons into thick slabs of beef 
"rump roast" (stuffed into a pair of Levi jeans), 
and straight through tough Archery Plastic Foam 
designed to stop arrows shot from an 80-pound 
compound-bow. ALL his targets are much tougher 
than hu man fl esh - PROVING this power 
throwingTM really works! 

Okay - a lot of this stuff isn't pretty, so do me 
a favor. Learn it all ... then keep it to yourself. 
Don't show th is to your co-workers ... yo ur 
fam ily .. . or your friends ... 

This Will Be 
YOUR Secret! 

Because this "Dead Eye Power Throwing"TM 
gives you unbelievable power. Your size or strength 
doesn't matter one bit anymore. I don't care if 
you 're ti.11y and frail - these skills will suddenly 
make you a 600-pound gorilla - an undefeatable 
beast that can inflict vicious, brutal, potentially 
lethal devastation on your attacker. And the best 
part is that it can all be learned after just ONE 
viewing of this material. 

No need to announce yo ur skills - they' ll be 
broadcasted loud and clear to anyone who can 
recognize total confi dence. You don 't have to 
say a thiaJl]. 

I only ask that you use this material wisely. 
D.:monstrate mercy when you can . It 's a bi g 
responsibility just knowing this stuff. 

o hel'e's what you need to do now : Ca ll 
my office rig ht away and tell th e opera tor 
you' re inte rested in Bob Taylor 's "Dead-Eye 
Power Throwing"™ DVD package. That toll
free number is: 

1-800-899-8153 
Department DE-20 

My staff is standin g by 24-hours a day, 7 
days n week so there s no wrong time to phone. 
Use yo ur credit cnrd. 

The price fo r this entire package - two DVDs, 
11 ear~v two solid lw11rs of intensive instruction 
- is just $97. So you're already getting a great 
dea l here. 

B 11 t th ere 's more. If you are not 100% 
convinced - for any reason whatsoever - that 
these new skills are as exciting and powerful as I 
say - then simply send the package back (in any 
condition) for a fast refimd . 11iat means yo11 don 't 
risk a pen11y if you aren't completely satisfied, 
which is your chance ... 

To See It All FREE 
If You Choose! 

It 's a generous offer that I can ONLY make 
because I'm so confident that you'll love this and 
won't want to let it out of your hands. 
This is the real thine 

But if you'd rather pay by check or money 
order, just fi ll out the "Priority Order Form" below 
and mail it to: 

TRS Direct • Dept. DE-20 
606 E. Acequia Ave., Visalia, CA 93292 

Either way, your package will be rushed out 
to you. 

But hold on ... there's still !!Yll.!!, No matter 
what you later decide, I want you to keep t.he 

second DVD " Improvised Wea pons" as my 
gift to you. It 's the coo lest part of the entire 
package - and it 's yours FREE - even if you 
decide to return the rest of the package for a full 
and prompt refund. 

But there is just one cat.ch: The company 
lawyer is go ing absolutely nuts over the brutal 
nature of these "Power 111rowing"™ secrets. He 
thinks I should fo rget about marketing this all 
together. It's just WAY to easy to learn - so 
I've agl'eed to limit the production run to 
just 188 packages. That's plenty to go around 
- but only if you act NOW! 

Because yes ... this is indeed nasty, AJ'\TD easy 
to Learn. Just watching these DVDs will give you 
the instant advantage in any fight. In a couple of 
fast hours, you will be able to take care of ANY 
dangerous situation from the comfort of I 0-20 
feet away. · o duking it out ... no risking your own 
blood. You' ll suddenly be an 1mto11cltableforce to 
be reckoned with. 

So don 't sit nround thinking about this. 1l1ere 
isn't much time. You've got NOTHING to lose -
and the "improvised weapons" is yours FREE no 
matter what. So call today, or mail in your order 
right now. This is a genuine bargain ... and a once-

in-a-l ifetime chance to finally learn these secrets. 

sm=oly,~ 

& 
P. S. Like I said - it 's two DVDs - nearly two foll 
hours of brutal, vicious and very nasty "Power 
Throwing"™ training. You'll discover the most 
cutt ing-edge "throw & impale" methods for 
keeping your distance while sti ll inflicting severe 
damage on your opponent. It 's all RISK FREE to 
you - but the entire second DVD - "Improvised 
Weapons" (very cool stuff on using damn near 
anything as a throwing weapon), is yours to 
KEEP. But the brutal nature of this material has 
fo rced me to lim it production to just 188 
packages. After that, you won't ever see it again. 
P.P.S. I know if the guys on my staff who - after 
just ONE viewing - are busy sticking pencils .. . 
pens ... even paper clips into bulletin boards .. . 
walls ... heck ... even thick wooden doors around 
the office - then this will work for YOU too. 
P.P.P.S. Check out what guys who KNOW are 
saying about TRS and this "Dead Eye Power 
Throwing"™. 

Listen To What Guys Who Know Are Saying ... 
'In my 50 years of military combat experience no 

one has done the hands-on research of being unarmed 
against a live weapon ..... until now! Study and master 
this tape, It will save your life' -- Major General 
John K. Slnglaub, USA (Rel. ) 

. The joint breaking techniques on this tape alone 
are perhaps the most powerful fighting tools you could 
have in your side.'·- Phllllp Morrison, Demolitions/ 
an ti-terrorisVcrowd control experl, Director of Un iformed 
K-9 division. 

"I can testify to the saving of two officers whose 
lives were saved because of (Randy and Bob 's 
disbarment techniques).· ·· Bog Dugan , President, 
Execul ive Security International, LTD (Aspen, CO.) 

' The knowledge in these four videos could save 
your life.• ·- Nell C. Livingstone , author and expert 
on terrorism and national security. 

" ... Without a doubt this is the most viable and 
practical system of weapons disarmament in 
existence.· -- Colonel Fred Caristo , USA (Ret) 

"These guys have 'broken the code· on making these 
frighteningly-effective skills very simple to learn and ' ... It is my opinion that every active-duty law 
easy to use under adverse conditions in the street. '-· en forcement officers should have access to those 
Jim Stalnaker, 26 years wilh the San Bernardino Sheriffs video series. These videos will save lives!' -- Dave 
Department, (homicide, SWAT team leader), now teaching Chatellier, CEO of "A Place To Shoot', 20 years 
advanced ' high risk" skills to U.S. mililary, federal , state act ive mi li lary service , 13 years Civilian Special 
and local agencies. Operat ional Serv ices. 

r- ------------------Ci)L;t}-• 
Call 1-800-899-8153 . . 

(AsktorDept.DE-20) Pr1or1ty Order Form 
For fastest service use your credit card and call Toll-FREE 

0 YES! Please rush me this lost-art of "Power Throwing"™. I know there 's only 188 
packages to go around, so I'm acting now. I'll get two DVDs - nearly two full hours of brutal, 
vicious and vel'y nasty " throw & impale" tricks to keeping 10-20 feet away while sti ll 
inflicting devas/ation on my attacker. It's all RISK FREE - I can return it fo r ANY reason for 
a full refund - but the entire second DVD "Improvised Throwing Weapons" is mine to KEEP. 
Wow - this is a great deal! Here's how I want to pay: 

D I prefer to pay by credit card. Please charge my: D Enclosed is my check/money order 
D Visa D MasterCard D AmEx D Discover (payable to TRS}for $104 ($97 + $7 S&H} 

Amount:$ __ Expires __ Phone ( ) __ Narre: ______________ _ 

Card#: ______________ _ Adcless: ___ __________ _ 

Signature: _____________ _ Qty: ______ ST: _ _ Zip: ___ I 
Mail this form in theencbsedenvebpe to: TRS Direct • Dept. DE-20 • 606 E. Acequia Ave •Visalia, CA 93292 I 

CA residents add appropriate sales tax. "Two-Day Shipping• is available for a charge of $17 and "Overnight' ~ available for $22. 
International orders may require additional shipping. Call (559) 732-5317 for more inform ation. I 

'Power Thro!Mng" is a trademark of Black Dog Productions 

L-------------------------~ 



Tactical PSYOP Team 1291 deployed to Iraq in Septembe1~ 
2004 as a three-soldier "slice" of Tactical PSYOP Detachment 
1290. TPT 1291 was tasked to support "Rattlesnake" 2-14 Cav
alry, a maneuver squadron organized under the 1-25 Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team. SPC Joshua Yuse patrolled with his 
team and their supported units across a broad sector of western 
Nineveh Province. While executing psychological operations in 
support of Iraq's first free elections, Yuse was wounded in a gun
fight at Tai 'Afar Castle 17 January, 2005 and evacuated. This 
article, written by his team sergeant on the day of the incident, 
is the stmy of SPC Yuse'.s last operation in Iraq. 

He's young enough to be my son. Annoying enough, too. 
When I beat on his hooch door this morning to get him up 

for a mission, he was his typical fioppy-jointed , addle-headed, 
eye-rolling self. It was pouring down rain, I was standing out 
in it wearing PT shorts and a raincoat, and I had no patience: 
"Get up, time to move. You're goin' down with Apache." 

long groan -- but he knew what the mission was since last 
night. 

"Quit your bitchin', Yuse," I told him. "You're lucky as 
Hell. You get to hang out at the castle, and l have to go ride 
the hatch in this shit." 

Yuse was going downtown to broadcast over the lRAD 
-- i.e. "long Range Acoustical Device," a gizmo originally 
designed to warn boaters away from the exclusion zone sur
rounding naval vessels -- while I was going to charge around 
town in one of Charger Troop's Stryker armored vehicles, 
broadcasting pro-election messages, pre-recorded in Arabic, 
from a man-portable loudspeaker system. 

"Yeah . .. I guess," he said, squinting and rubbing the back 
of his head, sullen as a teenager -- which, at 21, he practically 
is. 

"Be at the office no later than zero-seven-thirty," I told 
him, before throwing on a uniform and four hundred bucks 
worth of raingear to go there myself. 

I was closing in on a peak experience of blood pressure 
when he slouched through the bunker door at 0729. 

"I took the trailer off." 
"Oh," I said. "How we doin' on fuel? " 
"I filled it last night." 

Good To Go 
"Alright, let's get your pack together." 
"I already got it, sergeant -- it's ready to go." 
"Damn, Yuse. I hardly know you!" 
Goofy grin from him: "I do what I can, sar'nt." 
And so I dropped him down at Apache's hangar, ran to the 

DFAC (Dining Facility, i.e. mess hall) to pick him up a box 
breakfast, and presently, off he went into Tall 'Afar. 

But I never made it out on my mission today. After I put 
together my briefing memo on new PSYOP (Psychological 
Operations, the branch of the army that communicates on be
half of the supported commander) products for the squadron 
commander and walked it over to the TOC (Tactical Opera
tions Center) I ran straight into the battle captain. 

Shot Up 
He said, "Oh. It's good you're here. Yuse's your guy, right? 

We got a report he was shot in the neck .. . " 
"WHAT?" 
" . .. but apparently he was wounded in the hand. A frag

ment hit him in the chin, and it bled all over, and they thought 
he had a neck wound." 

"IDF (Indirect Fire, i.e. mortars [likely] or artillery [not so 
likely] or SAF (Small Arms Fire)" 
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PSYOP troop with a .50? You bet: sometimes you have to make them listen. Yuse gets some alternate training on one of Apache 115 Infantry's Barretts at 
the FOB Sykes range. 

"We don't lrnow yet. " 
"Are they bringing him in now?" 
"We don't know yet. " 
Everything takes too long, and the cavalry's axiom is true: 

the first report is always WRONG. And so I grabbed my troop 
data notes , dropped off my memo for the SCO (Squadron 
Commanding Officer, a lieutenant colonel billet. I didn't get 
along well with ours) and CPI Murphy and I settled the re
port. 

I dropped by Charger Troop to beg off my day mission, 
then I went to the aid station to wait. Everything takes too 
long, and Murphy's Law (no relation) never fails us: Yuse 
couldn't be evac'd immediately due to continuing contact, 
which required Apache's available combat power to stay on
site and fight. Then , after Apache's company commander per
sonally rolled his own vehicle out to the castle and picked up 
my soldier, they hit an IED on the return trip. 

Everything takes too long. It took twenty (20!) minutes for 
Apache Six-Six to move from the ECP (Entry Control Point ) 
across the base to the aid station, because a convoy of civilian 
fuel tankers was plugging up the roads all over the FOB. Bu
reaucracy is everywhere; logistics govern every transaction 
of our lives. 

Good to Hurt: Means You're Alive 
When Stryker A66 finally rolled into the aid station lot 

and dropped ramp, my kid soldier was sitting inside, holding 
up a bloody bulb of gauze the size of his head. He looked 
mighty uncomfortable. 

The first words out of his mouth were, 'Tm alright, ser
geant." 

It seems that Yuse was running the LRAD when the castle 
came under fire, as it usually does when that bullet magnet is 
in operation. He put down his DVR (Digital Voice Recorder: 
invaluable little tool for PSYOP and a good reason to mooch 
lots of batteries from the Air Force, who always had tl1em 
and were good to us)/MP3, picked up his rifle , and took up 
a security position along the battlements. When the sniper 
found him, the neck-aimed bullet hit him in his forward 
hand, bounced off his rifle and dug into his armored vest with 
a heavyweight punch. A fragment of the bullet jacket flew up 
and cut his chin to the bone. Infantry and comma soldiers 
gave him buddy aid. They said he wheezed pretty hard. They 
said he stayed alert and responsive. 

They said he never complained. 
What Yuse did do, after he was shot: he trained up a 

comma sergeant on how to run the LRAD, so that while he 

waited for evac, he could keep his mission going. He secured, 
or caused to be secured, all of his sensitive items and PSYOP 
equipment. He marveled at the bullet they dug out of his vest. 
He told everybody not to worry about him, and reminded 
them to keep their heads down . 

Everything takes too long. At the aid station, one x-ray 
salvo wasn't enough; they had to go two rounds with that. 
The shaky-handed lab tech who tried to start Yuse's IV failed 
five times on his right arm before someone else took it away 
and plugged it in properly, upstream of his bullet-riddled left 
paw. 

Hope It's Not Wasted 
Through all that, nothing but some wincing and the oc

casional, "Oww." 
And this comment: 'TU tell you one thing. These elections 

better work. They better get democracy, and freedom, and 
their rights , and hot chicks in tight jeans. 

"I hope I didn't take this bullet for nothing. " 
And so, although everything seemed like it was happening 

in slow-mo, Specialist Joshua Yuse was treated, given a bit of 
morphine, and presently evac'd by a UH60 Blackhawk helo. 

I made sure he had his IBA (Intercep tor Body Armor) with 
the souvenir slug in one pocket, helmet, coat and the bloody 
DCU (Desert Camouflage Uniform) blouse with his name on 
it. They can wash it out at the hospital. They do it all the 
time. 

I held onto his weapon, which caught the bullet as it ex
ited through ilie meat of Yuse's left thumb. That weapon is 
NMC (non-mission capable) and irreparable - it won't ever 
cycle again wiiliout the bottom half of it being replaced. 
Later, I would have to strip rounds out one by one, and crush 
the magazine with pliers before I could remove it. I pray my 
driver's left hand will recover better than his rifle. 

Then I stood and watched him lift off, and saluted him in 
my way. I doubt he noticed. He was trying not to drop his IV 
bag, which sounds like a simple trick until you try it while 
juiced to the gills on morphine and battling the shaky shock 
of adrenaline withdrawal. 

Another Finest Generation 
I'll miss Yuse here, and not just for the work he does, 

which is plenty if I remind him often enough. I'll miss him 
pulling dumb stunts , working so hard at not working that it 
exhausts him just to think about it, starting to do pushups 
just because I gave him a hard look, teaching me how to play 
Yahtzee (then beating the crap out of me), and schooling me 
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at ping-pong until he gets impatient and 
starts hitting the ball too hard to spin it 
down onto the table . 

He's a near-total dingbat with no 
sense of planning who still manages to 
get things done; a lazy sloth who works 
like a sled dog. A good kid with bad 
manners; a graceful athlete who trips 
over his own size twelves. This is the 
overgrown boy 1 have to kick out of 
the rack every morning, remind him to 
check the oil, bring his gloves on mis
sion, and shower periodically. 

Mostly, he's just too much of a goofy 
kid for me to have expected him to take 
this like a man. 

Yuse doesn't want to be deployed to 
Iraq. He wants to chase women around 
Seattle, and go to college and find out 
what he wants to be. He wants to play 
video games, drink some beer, and buy 
a Mustang. 

Guys my age are supposed to gripe 
about how kids today are letting the 
world go to Hell in a hand basket, how 
there aren't any standards for behavior 
anymore -- after all, we've taken such 
good care of the place. It's not like we're 
passing along a turd and expecting 
them to polish it ... right? Maybe it's 
because guys my age usually work with 
guys my age. Guys Yuse's age are just 
parts for the big machine in civilian life: 
laborers , clerks, apprentices. Yuse went 
from busboy to combat soldier. Now 
he's WIA, and he doesn't even have the 
good sense to snivel about it. 

He was subsequently evaced to 67th 

CSH (Combat Support Hospital) for 
surgery, then on to Landstuhl. As they 
loaded him onto the Cl30, he was fret
ting about letting down my team and 
our detachment by flying out to Ger
many. 

1 don't want to hear any more whing
ing over the passing of "The Greatest 
Generation. " For God's sake, open your 
eyes: ain't no generation better than 
his . 

Specialist Yuse didn't take it like a 
man. He took it like his brothers across 
the generations, and earned his flagon 
of mead at Valhalla or at least his schoo
ner of Buel at the local VFW 

He took it like a soldier. Y{' 

SPC Yuse made an excellent recovery. 
Occupational rehabilitation helped him 
regain sufficient use of his left hand that 
he was able successfully to complete Air 
Assault training in November, 2005. He 
was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on 
19 November 2005. The following day, 
he was presented with the Purple Heart 
Medal, Anny Commendation Medal with 
"Valor" device, and Combat Action Badge 
for his actions in Iraq, by Seventh PSYOP 
Group Commander COL Gary Medvigy. 
Following their tow~ TPT 1291 was re
lieved by a full 16-soldier tactical PSYOP 
detachment. 

"Purple Hearted" was first published 
in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, and 
subsequently picked up by Stryker News 
(www.strykernews.com). 

PSYOP Specialist Yuse pre-packs product in Tactical Psyop Team 1291 's bunker office at FOB Sykes. 
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Imagine throwing a bare knuckle punch that can ... 

''TAKE HIS HEAD 
RIGHT OFF!'' 

Introducing: The Secrets of Irish Bare-Knuckle Boxing 
In days gone by REAL men fought bare-handed. 

And they were unafraid to do so because they knew 
how to pulverize an opponent (or a street thug) with 
thunderous sledge-hammer blows without breaking 
their own hands. 

Moreover, they knew how to throw the nastiest 
dirtiest shots in the ring (as well as outside of it) and 
how to disguise the techniques so well they were virtu
ally invisible to judges, referees or onlookers. 

The Irish bare-knuckle brawlers ruled the 
world of fighting throughout the 1 BOO's and 

early 1900's 
The great John L. Sullivan had more fights in bars and 

back alleys than he ever had in the ring. Jn fact, some his
torians claim he had a bare-knuckle fight almost daily. 

The Irish bare-knuckle boxers knew every nasty 
trick in the book. They fought dirty; they knew how to 
take the enemy's head off without batting an eye. 

Not only that, but these Irish bare-knuckle 
brawlers were so crafty that they also knew 

how to make the unskilled brute break his own 
hands whenever he threw a punch. 

I'm telling you right now, once you're armed with 
the brutal technologies of the Irish bare-knuckle 
brawler, any self-defense situation you ever have will 
be over in no time flat. If the fight goes longer than 1 O 
or 15 seconds - you did something very, very wrong. 
These formerly "lost" secrets of bare-knuckle 

prize fighters are easy to learn. 
You won't even have to think about it. If someone 

comes looking for trouble when you're walking with 
your girl, you could pop him one time and drop him 
without breaking a sweat or having your pulse go up 
a single beat. 

The Irish bare-knuckle fighting secrets are so 
simple and easy to learn you'll be stunned. Pull up a 
chair in front of your television, plop my DVD's in your 
player, sit back and be absolutely enthralled. 

First Thing You're Going to Do is Laugh 
You'll laugh because of how simple yet brutal each 

technique is. 
Second thing you're going to do is understand that 

YOU can easily apply these invisible yet totally deliber
ate strikes in virtually any situation. In a self-defence 
situation, you'll be able to hit someone in a pulverizing 
manner and immediately end the problem. 

Hi, my name's Dermot McGrath. I've been studying 
Irish Bare Knuckle fighting since I was a young boy, and 
although I look like the least likely guy to drive some
one's head clean off his body with a single blow, I can 
assure you that I know how to take care of myself. 

Number one, I'm the proud owner of the largest 
martial arts/fighting school in all of Ireland. I have 
well over 300 students who train with me in the city 
of Limerick. 

My students learn how to nail all those no good 
punks out there with invincible strikes that no one ever 
sees coming. They know how to inflict serious damage 
very, very fast. They know that "Mr. Nice Guy" is fine 
for polite discourse, but no way to win a fight against 

I've had to use my knowledge to put some punk in 
his place. 

The first time I used one of these Irish bare
knuckle techniques was about 10 years ago 
when I had a fight during a sparring sessio~ 

with some other clubs in Dublin 
I was moving and picking off my heavier, slower 

opponent with jabs that he couldn't see coming. The guy 
had no idea of the "art" of boxing I was using and I was 
Jabbing him at will so he must have felt pretty stupid. 
The next thing I know he's firing full power club
bing punches and I'm covering up on the ropes 

The referee yells "break" and the guy keeps punch
ing. The referee physically grabs him from behind and 
drags him off me. 

As I was in sparring mode and was much younger 
and nicer then - I didn't immediately react the way I 
would today. So when the fight restarted and the same 
thing happened, I started to wise up right quick. 

When he came at me I decided to give this 
"waste of oxygen" something to remember me 

by when he looked in the mirror. 
As he charged forward I met him with all my weight 

behind a modified dirty right jab. All I can tell you here 
is I didn't hit him with my knuckles because I had big 
16-ounce gloves on. Yet, because the Irish bare-knuck
le strategies can be adapted to the ring, with or without 
gloves, the result was the same. The genius rammed 
his nose into my strike and his face went one way 
while l1is nose took a detour towards his right ear. 

I quickly moved out of the way faster than I have 
ever moved in my life. It wasn't so much the caveman 
swings he was still trying to throw as the spraying 
blood I wanted to avoid. God knows what germs would 
be floating around in his veins. Some of them might 
even have been communicable to humans. So the ref 
did us both a favor when he dragged him back to his 
corner and stopped the session. 

The point of this story is that I was much younger 
then and much more inexperienced. It was the first 
time I used one of these tactics and it worked perfectly. 
Not only that but I was much smaller than my oppo
nent. Yet, just one pop and I smashed the so-called 
bigger, stronger guy like a pumpkin. 

Now, I could go on and on with story after story 
about how I've used these brutal tactics in self-defence 
situations. I can also tell you about all the punks my 
students have had to defend themselves against with 
simple, easy-to-learn, yet totally devastating blows 
that I taught them ... including but not limited to the 
time one of my students was attacked with a knife in 
Hamburg, Germany. As soon as the guy pulled the knife 
he got clunked with what looked like an overhand right. 
The knife flew out of his hand, then he crumpled to the 
concrete like the wicked witch of the west. 

Having the Irish Bare-Knuckle Boxing Secrets is 
the closest thing to carrying a good luck charm with 
you every where you go. Regardless of your previous 
level of training, you can learn how to hit hard, hit fast 
and drop people in their tracks. I'll show you how on 
my set of 2 DVD's. 

Irish fighter Dermot McGrath. 
when he hits the wrong spots! 

• The sweet science of disguising all your punches so 
no one ever sees them coming! 

• Hit someone so hard that he'll be punch drunk a 
couple days later! 

• The places on the head to hit and the places to 
avoid hitting! 

• How to deliver a knockout shot to the solar plexus! 
• How to crack someone with a liver shot that'll have 

him doubled over in agony and unable to continue 
bother you any longer! 

• How to conservere your energy with powerful 
shots that get the job done quick! 

• How to fight from a clinch ... including secrets of 
"invisible" low blows! 

• How to defend yourself on the ground if the fight 
goes there! 

• Ways to combine punches with throws! 
• The right way to use your elbows ... guaranteed 

to kncok an assailant right out! 
• How to break free from a headlock and clobber your 

opponent in seconds! 
• How to punch so hard that you break ribs! 
• Unreal way to make your enemy break his own 

ankle when he attacks! 
• And much, much more .. . 

. In .addition to all the devastating street fight ter
mmatmg blows you're going to learn in this 2 DVD 
set, I'm also going to send you The Dirty Dozen - a 
special report containing 12 exercises that will get you 
into incredible bare-knuckle fighting shape super fast. 
These are the same 12 exercises I teach my hard-core 
students in Ireland. 

The total amount for this 2 DVD set is currently at 
a shocking and embarrassingly low amount. After all 
I'm giving you my hard-won knowledge over the past 
18 years. I didn't learn what I know for nothing. I paid 
a heavy price, physically and financially. It would be 
no exaggeration if I told you I've spent tens of thou
sands of dollars as well as 10,000 hours acquiring 
my mastery. 
What's more, those I've taught these secrets to 
have easily defended themselves on the street. 

They never walk in fear. 
When you think about how much money people have 

wasted leaming so-called "fighting" secrets that only 
work m a doio (not the real world), I don't think I'd be 
off-base to charge $500.00 for this 2 DVD set. But I'm 
not going to do that, even though I probably should. 

So here's the deal: This incredible set of DVD's on 
Irish Bare-Knuckle Boxing are NOW available at half 
price. You can get these secrets for the ridiculously 
low $99 plus $6 S&H U.S. ($12 foreign). But only if you 
place your order NOW and make sure you get in while 
the getting is good. 

· ii Y-es -Plea~e se;d-Nie lris/.i -aa;;.K;,~;k!e 8~;;~9 lo( ~1; -· 
$99 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H). and I will also receive 
The Dirty Dozen - a special report containing 12 exe<cises 
that will get you into incredible bare-knuckle fighting shape 
super fast. 

NAME: -------------~ someone with bad intentions. 
In addition to having the largest school in all of 

Ireland, I am the man who introduced Mixed Martial 
Arts over here several years ago when I ran the first 
Irish Vale Tudo Open. Three of my students entered that 
competition - and all of them won national titles. 

Now, so you know what you'll be getting in this ADD••ss _____________ _ 

I've been seriously involved in martial arts and box
ing for over 18 years. Not only that but I was one of the 
pioneers who brought submission fighting to Ireland. 
So believe me, I've seen fighting, I've taught fighting 
and I've done it myself. 

~s _for the use of Irish bare-knuckle technologies, I 
don t iust teach "how to" on the subject. On occasion 

series, take a look at the following self-defence c1rv ________ _ STATE ___ _ 

and physical fitness highlights: 
• How to smash someone's teeth in with a slight 

variation of a jab! 
• How a quick and dirty head butt can immediately 

end a fight! 
• How to make someone's eyes water so he can't 

defend against or see your next devastating blow! 
• How to hit someone in the soft places so you never 

hurt your hand! 
• How to make someone miss all the soft targets 

on your body; he'll end up breaking his hands 
C Copyright 2006 Gold Medal Publications, Inc. • www.irfshbareknuckleboxlng.com 

Z>P _____ _ 
COUNTRY: ------

PHONE: --------------
EMAtL: ___ __________ _ 

0 Check/Money Order 0 Visa 0 MasterCard O Amex 

CARD No:-------------
EXP: ______________ _ 

SIGNATURE: ____________ _ 

Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 
M att Furey Enterprises, Inc. 

10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Florida 33647, USA 
Phone: 813-994-8267 Fax: 813 994 4947 

__ _____ __ ~~~.:i~~t:b_a!:_k_n~~~,~~~x~~~~ .. ~~'!' ____ ~f ~Q6! 



AFGHAN PATROL •Continued from page 18 

Canadian trooper pauses to scan the area. His rifle mounts a night scope and laser target designator for when the sun sets on the patrol. 

way or fence line. 
As we proceed, a door slams, star

tling us, and we watch as two men move 
off down the alley for some unknown 
destination. We change direction and 
come into a large open area. We spread 
out and continually watch our arcs of 
fire , scanning left to right then right to 
left, far, middle and near, the rooftops 
and the fence lines. A soldier stumbles 
in a pothole and almost goes clown but 
regains his balance. Our senses are 
heightened, the patrol is alert. We hear 
voices as we approach another intersec
tion and see a faint light ahead. We pass 
by a small kiosk, built into the side of a 
mud wall, with two locals counting that 
day's receipts. They look up briefly as 
we pass and then return to their busi
ness, ignoring us. Bicycles with friction 
lights mounted to the tires go by, their 
bells ringing to let us know they're 

there. We watch, not really trusting. 
We proceed down another narrow al

leyway in loose file and come to an open 
area surrounded by dilapidated build
ings. Alternately on each side of the 
path, with our backs against the walls 
and fences , we move on, covering each 
other with interlocking arcs of fire, just 
in case. We halt for another nav check 
and the Patrol Commander radios in 
a Situation Report, to HQ. The Patrol 
Commander then gives directions to 
the lead man and we move off and cross 
the dark open area ahead of us. I lower 
my MNVG and night becomes an eerie 
green day. People are walking this way 
and that, oblivious to us. I activate my 
IR pointer, which is only visible through 
my MNVG, and see that wherever the 
IR beam strikes, my rifle barrel points. 
It is correctly zeroed and ready for ac
tion if required. There is no real tension 

The young citizens of Kabul have grown to like 
the Canadians who help bring normalcy to their 
life. And the same as kids everywhere Afghanis 
like cameras, as well. 

-- only a sense of mission. 
We come to a paved road and turn 

right. I check my watch and see that 
we've been on the move for 90 minutes 
and we're now heading west, back to
ward Camp Julien. Vehicle traffic is 
heavier as we straddle either side of the 
road in loose file and move toward camp 
and a much-needed shower. Sweat has 
soaked through our clothes though the 
pace had been slow. It now picks up a 
bit and the Patrol Commander tells the 
lead man to slow down as we have an 
old man along with us . He is , of course, 
jokingly referring to me. 

A Handful of Thanks 
A dog starts barking furiously as we 

pass a well-lit compound. A guard comes 
out and says something to the dog and 
"Salim" to us . The dog's ribs are visible 
through its dusty coat of black fur. We 
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come to another junction and turn left 
and see the bright lights of our camp to 
our South, less than a kilometre away. 
We pass by numerous small shops and 
kiosks that are still open for business; 
Kids wave at us, local music is playing. 
An Afghani walks beside me and hands 
me a piece of fruit. I ask, "What's this?" 
He replies that "it's sweet, it's good." I 
thank him and take a bite, savouring 
the cool taste and moisture. I realize 
that I'm very thirsty, but as we're almost 
"home" and I can wait for water. I again 
hear the sound of prayers coming from 
some far-off Mosque. 

A car drives by and screeches to 
a halt near the front of the patrol. We 
raise our weapons and I hear the Patrol 
2IC say from the rear, "I signalled him 
to slow down." The Patrol Commander 
responds, "That scared the shit out of 
me. They don't know our hand signals." 
l move off the road and cover a flank, 
while the Patrol Commander moves 
to the vehicle and talks to the driver 
through the language Assistant. The ve
hicle drives off. We relax and lower our 
weapons. We again begin to move and 
the Patrol 2IC tells the boys to space it 
out and watch their arcs as "we aren't 

home just yet!" 
We pass the once-proud King's Pal

ace, now looking old and sad in the 
shadows after years of war and bomb
ings. I imagine someone opening up on 
us from the top floor and mentally war
game the battle. We turn right and head 
toward the Afghan Militia Forces gate. 
The AMF guards wave us past as we ra
dio in our position to HQ and request 
permission to close down. 

After debriefing us, the Patrol Com
mander heads off to write his Patrol 
Report. The Patrol 2iC accounts for all 
the serialized equipment and l pass on 
a few words of wisdom to the men, from 
my own observations. We've covered 
five kilometres in two hours and honed 
our patrolling skills in an area of opera
tions where the threat is real. Everyone 
is back safely with a better appreciation 
of our training and more experience for 
the next patrol. Chugging back a litre 
of water, I head off for a much-needed 
shower and wonder what tomorrow will 
bring. We're here on a six-month tour 
of duty and still have four months to 
go. The Presidential Elections are just 
around the corner and hostilities are ex
pected to increase. The intense work-up 
training we had at home in Edmonton, 
Alberta, prior to deploying is paying 
off. The soldiers are primed, our equip
ment is excellent and we'll be ready for 
whatever the future holds. ~ 

By WO Tracy Sapera, 1st Bn, Princess 
Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry. 

Author, center, with other PU troops and their CB (similar to M16A2) rifles. Note suppressed rifle, center front. 

34 SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! · www.sofmag.com • S OLDIER oF F ORTUN E ~ IVIARC H 2o o e; 









hernecks hunker dOWJI. beht mer ComB/oc PKM machine guns. They 
d the gun s wefll!JJ• wm!fd have liked a top ra il. PKM Vs. the M240G? The 
40G, in SPil4&4lt1f weight. 

Know Thy Enemy ... And How To Operate His Weapons (Part One) 
Text & Photos by Gary Paul ..Johnston 

In the movie Charge Up San Juan Hill , one of the Rough 
Riders , upon capturing an enemy position, threatened to kill 
a Spanish soldier unless he showed him how to operate the 
Maxim machine gun in order to use it against the rest of the 
Spanish on San Juan Hill. 

Although the firearms of all countries essentially worked 
the same for hundreds of years, the end of the 181h Century 
saw major changes: In addition to belt-fed machine guns, early 
examples are the U.S. Model of 1911 and the P08 ("Luger"). 
During World War II, differences became even more wide
spread, but the importance of learning how to operate enemy 
weapons was often overlooked. This left much of the hands-on 
experience to on-the-job training. Sometimes it came too late. 

Familiarizing troops with foreign weapons before battle re-

quires that such weapons be on hand. In the wake of Vietnam 
one would think that the U.S. Military would have retained 
boatloads of weapons used against us as a component of basic 
training, especially since the same weapons are more prolific 
than ever, but such is not the case. Special operations forces re
ceive training with foreign and enemy weapons, because they 
often work behind enemy lines , but regular troops do not. 

The result is that, although we began hostilities in the 
Middle East over two decades ago, and are deeply embroiled 
in a struggle there for the foreseeable future , many of our 
troops have no idea how an AKM works, much less how to 
operate it effectively. Training someone else to operate it is 
simply out of the question, but this is beginning to change. 

Long recognizing the need to provide effective foreign 
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weapons training to U.S. 
Troops, Gunsite, of Paulden, 
Arizona, recently took the 
bull by the horns . Invest
ing thousands of dollars in 
brand new former ComBloc 
weapons, Gunsite began de
veloping an extensive train
ing course in how to operate 
them, and to train others to 
do so. With Gunsite's long 
and excellent relationship 
with the United States Ma
rine Corps, it didn't take long 
for the mountain to come to 
Mohammed (political incor
rectness intended). 

Gunsite instructor Cory Trapp instructs Marines on the PKM (foreground), 
the older RPO (center) and the RPK (rear) before they hit the range for some 
trigger time. Russian-made silver Bear ammo - and lots of it -- was used. 
Photo: Andrew Blumenthal 

The Men 
Beginning with 200 of America's finest, Unites States Ma

rines from Camp Pendleton's l " Marine Division received a 
week of intensive training in Gunsite's new Foreign Weapons 
Class during the final months of 2005 -- prior to their rede
ployment in early 2006, for many their third time. By a stroke 
of good fortune, I was there for the first wave, as 25 Marines 
hit the sands of Arizona about as far away from a beach as they 

SOF editor/publisher Robert K. Brown, left, and author Gary Paul John
ston pose with a pair of Romanian PSL sniper rifles, the contemporary 
version of the Russian SVD Dragunov. 

are in Iraq as you read this . 
Although the weather's a 

lot better in Paulden than in 
the Middle East, the terrain 
at Gunsite is very similar to 
the "sand box" and this made 
things very realistic, especial
ly when running some of the 
drills the Marines were put 
through. Every one I spoke 
with was totally impressed 
with the training. 

One of the requirements 
of the Major in charge of the 
unit was that no full-face 
photos be shown of his men, 
so you'll see only profiles , or 
blurred faces in these pages, 
and no names will be men
tioned. Many of these men 
are married and all have 
families, and terrorists know 
no boundaries. 

One question I asked was 
whether the class would be 
offered to civilian contrac
tors or civilians in general. 
While this isn't out of the 
question, Gunsite anticipates 
an increasing demand by the 
U.S . Military for this train
ing, and the Military's needs 
will naturally come first. 
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(top) Diminutive Krinkov variant in 5. 45x39 looks like a toy in the hands of this Marine. Troops thought 
the weapon was tun to shoot, thought it might be OK tor certain purposes, but were not enthusiastic 
about its metal stock. (middle) Marines, some firing from port, some from starboard, got plenty of range 
time on the AKM- the ubiquitous weapon in the Middle East and Third world. {bottom) Marine with AKM 
and Glock pistol runs the "scrambler. " Realistic training entails transitioning from rifle to pistol, and 
Glocks were carried as they are now the most widely issued to Iraqi police and military forces. 

The Weapons 
Manufactured largely in Romania , Hungary and Bulgaria, the weapons provided 

for the training were almost exclusively of Russian design, most of which have 
been in continuous service around the world for nearly a half-century. They in
cluded the following: 

The 7.B2x39mm AKM Rifle 
A modernized version of the AK-4 7, the AKM needs little introduction to most. 

Its main difference from the AK-4 7 is that it uses a stamped sheet metal receiver 
rather than a machined one. The AKM fires the same 7.62x39mm (M43) cartridge, 
uses the same long stroke gas piston and the same 30-round magazine or 75-round 
drum. Variations of the AKM can also be found in the newer 5.45x39mm. Each 
Marine was issued a semi-automatic AKM for the week of training with several 
selective fire models also used for training. Their full-auto rate of fire is about 700 
rounds per minute. 

The selective fire 7 .B2x39mm RPK Light Machinegun (LMGJ 
A long barrel version of the AKM, the RPK is also equipped with a bipod and 

is the standard squad automatic weapon (SAW) of most countries that issue 
the AKM or AK-4 7. The RPK sometimes has a heavier butt stock than the AKM 
and uses the same magazines. Like the AKM, the RPK can also be found in 
5.45x39mm and it has the same rate of fire as the AKM. Both the AKM and RPK 
have an optical sight base on the left side of the receiver. 

The selective fire 5.45x39mm "Krinkov" Carbines 
Amounting to a CQB version of the AKM, the "Krinkov" has a barrel only 8 

inches long with a special combination muzzle brake/flash hider. The "Krinkov" 
also comes with a skeletonized fo lding stock. It is normally found in 5.45x39mm, 
but the Krinkov also exists in 7.62x39mm. The "Krinkov" fires at a rate of 800 to 
900 RPM and is most effective in urban or other close range combat. 

7.B2x54Rmm PSL Sniper Rifle 
The Romanian version of the Soviet SYD Dragunov, the PSL uses a stamped 

receiver along with some other changes, but has all the features of the SYD and 
was chosen for the class because no SVD's were available. The standard sniper 
rifle of ComBlok countries since the Vietnam Era, the SVD is based on the AK 
system, but in a larger format to accommodate the longer and more powerful 
7.62x54mmR (rimmed) cartridge, which has been the Russian standard for the 
past century. Firing by semi-automatic only, the SYD (and PSL) has both open 
sights on its barrel and an optical sight base on the left side of the receiver 
similar to that on the AKM and RPK. This base accepts a standard optical sight or 
a night vision scope. A skeletonized, fixed, wooden butt stock is standard as is a 
10-round box magazine. The PSL has is accurate to 1,000 meters. 

The 7.B2x39mm RPO LMG 
The predecessor to the RPK, the full automatic only RPD is also operated by 

long stroke gas piston and fires the same 7.62x39mm cartridge from an open bolt 
using a non-disintegrating linked belt. This belt holds 100 rounds of ammunition 
and is normally housed in a round drum-like can that attaches to the gun. The 
feed system is much like that used in the M60 and M240 where the rounds are 
pushed through the link from back to front and into the chamber. The RPD is 
equipped with a bipod, but does not have an optical sight base, and fires at a rate 
of 700 RPM. Rather than a rotating AK style bolt, the RPD uses dual slide-locking 
flaps . While it has largely been replaced with the lighter, less expensive RPK, it is 
still encountered throughout the Middle East. 

The 7 .B2x54Rmm PKM LMG 
Firing the same long range 7.62x54(R)mm round as the SVD Dragonov, the 

Continued on page 54 
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Marines Drop 'Steel Curtain' on Iraq-Syria Border Towns 
Text & Photos by Cpl. l'Vlic ah Snead 

HUSAYBAH, Iraq (20 Nov. 2005) - The Marines of 3rd 
Platoon, Company L, 3rd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 
recently pushed through buildings, streets and the constant 
threat of improvised explosive devices and enemy attacks to 
bring stability and security to two Iraq border towns in west
ern Al Anbar province. 

The platoon took part in Operation Al Hajip Elfulathi 
(Steel Curtain), along with more than 2,000 Marines, Sail
ors and Soldiers from Regimental Combat Team 2 and 1,000 
Iraqi Army Soldiers. The Marines pushed through the Eu
phrates River Valley cities of Husaybah and Karabilah Nov. 
5 through 11. 

' • > 42 · • 1 • .. 

"Our mission (was) to clear and search everything we 
came across," said 2nd Lt. William]. Milana, 3rd Platoon 
commander. "We moved in coordination with every other 
unit through the cities and conducted detailed searches as 
we went." 

The goal of the operation is to restore security along Iraq's 
border with Syria and to destroy the Al Qaeda in Iraq net
work operating in the region. Before pushing into Husaybah, 
Marines occupied battle positions at Camp Gannon, located 
between the city and the border, and in the river valley north 
of the city. After weeks of waiting and watching, the Marines 



finally had a chance to take the fight to the enemy. 
"Up until this point, we haven't been able to go into the 

city," said Lance Cpl. Travis W. Garrett, a 3rd Platoon rifle
man. "This is our chance to pay back the people who've been 
taking shots at us whenever they get a chance. Now, they 
won't be able to shoot and run. " 

With gunfire, mortar blasts and detonations ringing out 
across the city, the platoon swept through by day and rested 
at night. In addition to being the platoon's first combat opera
tion since clearing the city of Sadah in October, Steel Curtain 
was an opportunity to get to know their Iraqi counterparts. 
A four-man fire team of Iraqi Army soldiers was attached to 
each squad in the platoon and it didn't take long for the Ma
rines and Iraqis to bond. 

"I was very impressed with them personally and profes
sionally," said Sgt. 
Sean T. Selman, a 
rifleman and squad 
leader. "We initially 
conducted a hand-
and-arm signal class 

. .. 
• • .. -~.:t. 

Marines and Iraqi Army Soldiers talk to Iraqi 
civilians outside Husaybah, Iraq, 

to make sure they were on the same page with us, but they 
were ahead of the game. They knew our procedures for move
ments , searching and clearing and were just as eager as we 
were to fight the enemy. 

"Personally, it was encouraging because I think our great
est key to success will be the Iraqi people taking defense of 
their country into their own hands. As that happens more 
and more, our job will become much less difficult. " 

By Nov. 9, the joint force cleared all of Husaybah and be
gan preparations for a permanent security presence inside. 
The platoon uncovered several weapons caches and seized 
buildings used by insurgents to target Camp Gam10n. 

Beginning Nov. 10, the platoon and all of Company L 
moved into the river valley north of the cities and conducted 
searches for Al Qaeda in Iraq members who may have fled. 

The company then 
moved to eastern 
Karabilah and began 
clear and hold opera
tions there. 

. , eadly IEDs and 



car bombs littered the 
streets of Karabilah as 
the Marines pushed into 
the city. On the night of 
Nov. 10, tragedy struck 
the platoon when lance 
Cpl. Daniel Swaim was 
killed by a pressure 
plate-triggered IED hid
den in a narrow alley. 
The explosion also in
jured an Iraqi soldier, 
one of the platoon's 
Navy corpsmen and two 
other Marines. 

Marines from Company L, 3rd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, engage in a rooftop 
firefight. 

Marines. The platoon re
sponded to the adversity 
they faced with courage 
and professionalism. 

"I would rather face a 
firefight with the enemy all day and all night than have to deal 
with IEDs," Selman said. "It's the worst enemy in the world 
because you can't fight it back. All we can do is deny this 
region to the people who would plant them here. These are 
people who don't care if what they do kills an American or an 
Iraqi, they are only interested in chaos." 

The platoon faced the task of carrying on the operation 
without Swaim the next day. 

"The enemy wants us to quit and this is the only way they 
can come up with to hurt us," Capt. Richard H. Pitchford, 
Company l commander, told the platoon the next morning. 
"lance Cpl. Swaim would have wanted us to carry on. He 
will be missed, but the best way to remember him is to keep 
taking the fight to the enemy." 

The platoon uncovered more IEDs as they moved deeper 
into the city and, on Nov. 11, another blast injured more 

g; !QM & 
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"They really showed 
what they were made of 
when things got bad," 
said Staff Sgt. Antonio 
0. Foster, 3rd Platoon's 
platoon sergeant. "They 
didn't lose their heads 
as soon as someone got 
hurt. Marines and corps
men were assisting ca
sualties, other Marines 
posted security without 

having to be told to, everything they were supposed to do. 
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of Marines you really have." 

The Marines moved back to Camp Gannon, 12 Nov., 
to rest and refit before assuming security positions in and 
around Husaybah and Karabilah. While the intensity of the 
operation washed off of them and they came out of their worn 
socks and uniforms, the next battle was already present in 
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killing the guys who want to hurt us. This is a break, but it's 
really just time to get ready to go back out." 'JlZ' 
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"I Gave Up Weight Training to follow a 
top secret 15-minutes per day routine of 

bodyweight exercises and ... 

I Got Into The Best Shape 
of My Life in Record 
Time... You Can, Too'' 

By Matt Furey 
Best-selling author of Combat Conditioning 

I was the total skeptic. Nor only had I lifted weights and 
run long distance for years, but I had major success under my 
belt, including a world kung fu championship and a national 
collegiate wrestling title. 

So I just didn't want to believe what Karl, a 76-year old 
man told me about exercising WITHOUT weigh rs ... and 
WITHOUT long-distance running. 

Most importantly, I didn't want ro hear char a good exercise 
program only rook a few minures. Hare to admit ir, bur l was 
addicted to rhe "hard work or nOlhing" menraliry and refused 
to believe you could get into the best shape of your life by doing 
LESS .. . nor more. 

Ler me tell you, when I looked at this so-called "old man's" 
physique and warched him demonstrate his exercises, I could 
nor look the other way. I had to check them out for myself, 
even if ir meant saying, uOkay, I1ve wasted a lot of rime doing 
it the wrong way." 

What I discovered shocked me from head to toe! 

Before I mer Karl I THOUGHT l was strong. I thought I 
was rough. Bur the exercises he gave me exploited every weak
ness char weights and running could nor cover, [n a marrer of 
minmes, I knew Karl "had me." 

So I gave up the weights and began a routine of bodyweight 
calisthenics called Combat Co11ditio11i11g. Afrerall, when a man 
of76 can do things that a 36-year old cannot do, that tells you 
that "Yes, there's gold in them there hills." 

The exercises I learned had such a profound and dramatic 
effect on me, rhar for six years I have been introducing men and 
women of all ages and of all backgrounds to rhis extraordinary 
program - and rhe results are shocking, awe-inspiring and 
PROOF that this system works, and works FAST. 

Who is Combat Conditioning for? 

It's for the hard-working man or woman who often finds it 
difficul t to squeeze in a quick workout. 

It's for die traveling executive who sleeps in hmel rooms 
more than at home. 

It's for those who have trained their whole lives on weights. 
It's for athletes, martial artists and the milirary. 
And .. IT'S FOR the man or woman who hasn't done a 

lick of exercise in decades. 

Even One Minute a Day Brings Results! 

Unlike other exercise program where you are told you 
MUST do 30 minutes of cardio per day and an hour of 
weighrs, to get results, Combat Co11ditio11i11g is totally differ
ent. 15 minmes is all it takes to whoop the hard-core trainee. 
Bur for rhe roral beginner, he or she can ger results starring wirh 
ONLY one minute a day. And no, this is nor a joke. 

Time is not the issue! 

Matt Furer 
won a narjona collegiare wresrling rirle in 
1985 and a world shuai-chiao kung fu 
championship in l997. Furey has a knack 
fur raking rht: average and ordinary person 
and rransforming him with his powe.rfu1 pro
grams. Furq was inducred inro the Edinboro 
University Arhleric Hall of Fame in 1998 
and spends much time.::. each year rravcling 

throughour the 'vorld, searching for 1hc very best information avail· 
:1ble to his world·wide audience. His websi(e, www.mattfurey.com, 
is one of cite finc:sr in the world. giving valuable information thar 
changes lives. 

Forget all those workoms that rake all day. With Combat 
Co11ditio11ing, all rim 's required is your own body and a 
tiny "get started NOW" decision to DO a little something 
each day. 

The key to your success is in the magical, rransformative 
power of these exercises - not in your belief system about hard 
work. For many people, just one rep is all they can do at first, 
and they're shaking like a leaf on a windy day in Chicago. And 
so, that's all rhar person should do at first. Even if you think 
you're nor doing enough - the exercises work their magic any
way. Your body has it's own inrelligence and will work FOR 
YOU if you'll simply get out of the way and let it. 

When you do, pretty soon you'll be rhe type of person who 
can do 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64 or 128 repetitions and feel no fatigue. 
Instead of tiredness you'll feel exhilaration and ENERGY. 
You're building strength and endurance from the INSIDE
OUT And believe me, once you can do more than a few reps, 
inches of unsightly fat and pounds of excess Aab will fly off 
your body at break-neck speed. 

New Results from Forgotten Exercises 

Are the exercises in Combat Co11ditio11iug NEW' Well, nor 
really. They go back about 5,000 years - but for the most parr, 
they gor lost in the shuffie when weights, gadgets and gyms 
came around. So although they aren't NEW, they're "New to 
YOU!" 

Before I learned these exercises, I read about the Grear Gama 
of India, a wrestler who followed this program and was unbeat
en in 5,000 matches. I also read rhat the legendary Bruce Lee 
did these exercises, too. And we all know about Lee's incredible 
martial arts skills. Then there was the All-Pro NFL running 
back, Hershel I Walker, who did bodyweight exercises each day. 
The list goes on and on. The key is in having a proven program 
with a track record, and Combat Co11ditio11iug is just that. 

Puts You into the Old Clothes You Dream of 
Wearing Again! 

The main reason why Combat Conditioning works is 
because it targets all the weak links in your body. And when all 
those weak links are given a little attention, your emire body 
gets scronger1 fas ter, more powerful and more energetic. Spend 
time each day doing a few functional exercises and the payoff 
is HUGE. 

1. Cranks up your metabolism so you burn excess 
body fat a lot, lot faster. This means fitting into the 
clothes you WANT to wear. 

2. Packs attractive and healthy fu nctional muscles (nor 
grotesque) onto your enrire body 

3. Simultaneously doubles your strength and flexibility 
- and does so without needing separate workouts for 
each. 

4. Quadruples your endurance inside of 30 days. 1ever get 
tired again. 

5. Within a couple weeks, it often eliminates chronic 
back and shoulder pain from years of heavy squats, 
deadlifts and bench pressing - or other forms of abuse. 

6. Sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no longer 
a goal. It's automatic. As soon as you hit the rack you're 
our like a light. 

7. Your self-confidence will have no bounds. Especially 
when you got compliments from people who hardly 
paid attention to you before. 

8. You can train anywhere. You don'r need more than a 
few square feet of carpet or pavement and you're all ser. 
You don't need equipment. Just your own bodyweight. 

9. You get a kick-butt workout done in 15 minutes or less. 
I 0. You'll mrn back the clock. Friends may reU you that you 

look 5- l 0 years younger. 
11.You'U have an explosive type of strength that weights 

cannot give you. Your every movement will be lively 
and full of vigor. 

12. Your muscles will be pliable and powerful, like a tiger's. 

Here's How to Order 

Combat Co11ditioning: F1111ctio11al Exercises for Pitiless 
has 48 super effective bodyweight exercises along with seven 
different programs rhar will get you into kick-butt shape fast. 
Order NOW and you'll receive 3 free Special Reports on how ro 
el iminate knee, back and shoulder pain. Your total investment 
in this no-nonsense book is only $29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. 
(foreign orders add $12). Order online ar www.martfurey.com. 

Or pick up the phone right now and call I 813 994 8267 
to order. You can also send a money order to Matt Furey 
Enterprises, Inc., I 0339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 
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MAELSTROM IN BAGHDAD • Continued from page 20 

Sgt. Chris De//erba, from 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, 
discusses voting security with an Iraqi Soldier in Bayji. National elections are Dec. 15. 
This photo appeared on www.army.mil 

few of us gathered in the day room of 
my part of the duplex to watch DVD 
movies. Several men from my office 
were present, along with a couple from 
another office working in our Palace. 
Our women co-workers -- military and 
civilian -- were in two houses about 30-
40 yards down the street. 

At about 2057 hours, while 
we were deep into the movie 
The Professional, a 1990's 
movie starring Jean Reno, one 
of the guys suddenly jumped 
up and raced to the back door, 
facing the perimeter wall. As 
soon as he threw the door 
open, we all heard what trig
gered his rush: the sound of 
gunfire. Lots of it. 

Surround-Sound With Tracers 
This was different. Very different. 

The air was suddenly filled with an 
immense amount of noise from con
tinuous machine gun fire - so heavy 
that individual rounds could not be 

distinguished. We raced outside and all 
we could see, lighting up the darkness 
from just outside the wall, were hun
dreds , even thousands of rounds filling 
the black sky with brilliant, angry red 
lines reaching everywhere. I have seen 
the attack videos from Abu Ghraib, and 

this was worse in volume of 
fire - much worse. 

"This is what it is like! " I 
told my office mates. I am the 
"old veteran" to them, having 
served in so many other wars. 
They have not seen heavy 
combat, just the shots now 
and then around the wall. 

No one said anything else 
about what to do. Each raced 
back to his own room -- I did 
not know nor care what they 
were doing. All I wanted to do 
was grab my gear and get pre
pared for the enemy corning 
over that wall so close. 

We are used to hearing 
one or two shots every now 
and then, sometimes with 
a five-or ten-round burst of 
full-auto fire from one of the 
guard tower machine guns in 
response to someone shooting 
at the towers. 

Spc. Louie 0. Bedea, from Company 8, 4th Squadron, 14th Cavalry Regiment, 
attached to the 2nd Marine Division, takes cover during a counterinsurgency 
operation near Rawah, Iraq. This photo appeared on www.army.mil. 

It took time to throw on 
my 40 pounds of gear: bul
let proof vest with armored 
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plates inside (guaranteed to stop AK-
4 7 rounds -- if they managed to hit the 
plates instead of the spaces between) , 
chest pack of ammo magazine carriers, 
with seven magazines holding 30 rounds 
per magazine for a total of 210 rounds. 
My Beretta pistol was strapped to my 
leg with its extra three magazines, for 
another 45 rounds. My Randall knife 
was in front of it, as was my Surefire 
flashlight, bright for pinpointing targets 
at night. I also grabbed a special tactical 
flashlight that virtually blinds someone 
at night, and reaches for a long distance. 
My final, and most important grab was 
my M4 carbine. I had just checked one 
out a week before, fearing attack during 
the elections. This is the Ml6 modified 
into a shorter weapon, more useful in 
the SUV I drive around in. 

During the time I was putting on the 
combat gear, all I could hear was the 
deafening roar of automatic fire from 
every direction. The lights in the house 
were switched off by me, but I could eas
ily see by the light of the tracers arcing 
everywhere. Flares were descending to 
light up the areas as well. It only took a 
couple of minutes, but it felt like hours 
-- when one needs the gear, one needs it 
now! My gear, including the pistol and 

Spc. James Browning and tel/ow Soldiers of Company A, 1st Battalion, 15th ~iel~ Arti/l~ry 
Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, watch over the town of Adwar, Iraq, before begmnmg a raid. 
{below) Sgt. Chris Schroeder, from 3rd Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, provides security 
tor Iraqi contractors who are setting up a polling station near Bayji tor the Dec. 15 national 
elections. These photos appeared on www.army.mil 

holster, is already attached such that 
when I put my pants on, the pistol is 
already on with them. The bullet-proof 
vest has the ammo on it. 

I was trembling with excitement -
partly fear, partly eagerness, and mostly 
adrenaline. I had not seen such combat 

since Vietnam some decades ago. I knew 
what to do and knew I was going to do 
well, but was still afraid, knowing the 
odds of getting hurt or killed just went 
up enormously, especially if the enemy 
was coming over the wall -- there wasn't 
much between him and the targets he 
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culating actions and decisions. Hiding 
in a corner gives up the initiative, makes 
you one of the rabbit people, hoping the 
fox will eat the others and be satiated 
before he gets to you. I knew I could not 
stay where I was, that I had to prepare 
to meet the enemy, on my terms. I've 
fought before, and knew I could do it 
again, and be successful. 

Paratroopers from Company C, 2nd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Divi
sion, take cover after receiving enemy fire in Tai Afar, Iraq. This photo appeared on www.army.mil 

I ran out of my room, outside the du
plex to the corner of the house where a 
steel ladder led up to the roof. I wanted 
on top , where I could see what was go
ing on. The rooftops of the duplexes are 
like a fort: the roofs are flat, surrounded 
by a thick 3-1/2 foot parapet on all sides, 
making for perfect cover. Any enemy 
coming toward us would have to see us, 
then shoot up to hit us, which would 
mean most of his rounds would go over 
us -- and they are notoriously bad shots 
with their inaccurate (but reliable) AKs, 
especially when firing on full automat
ic, which they usually do. The only way 
to reach us was via that ladder, which 
was in a partially enclosed space, with 
a wrought iron gate, which appeared to 
be locked with a padlock, but which in 
fact was not locked. Such would cause 
confusion to anyone not lmowing their 
way around. 

might come after. Just us: non-combat 
support people, who perform a particu
larly vital role and who would make 
excellent alternate targets to the enemy 
if he knew ... 

For a moment, there was the tempta-

tion to remain in the room, to avoid the 
action, to hope nothing would happen 
if I stayed in the room. That feeling al
ways comes in war. It is panic, fear, and 
a survival instinct that most of us have. 
Yet, panic kills you more than cold, cal-

Modular 
& 

Multifunctional"'. 

Kifaru Navigator 
• 4,000 c.i. 

To my surprise, every one of the 

• Full PALS webbing, inside &·out. 
• Available in Black, O.D., 

Coyote Brown, Woodland Camo, 
Multicamq or ACU 

48 SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! • www.sofmag.com · S OLDI E R O F FORTUNE ~ IVIA.RCH 2006 





Staff Sgt. Jerry Potts, from Company B, 1st Battalion, 325th Airborne Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, directs his men to halt during a patrol in Tai Afar, 
Iraq. This photo appeared on www.army.mil. 

guys I was watching the movie with 
were on that roof -- all five of us. I could 
feel my knees trembling, more from the 
adrenaline and the now-eagerness to 
engage the foe. But I, and the others, 
had to wait, to see what was developing 
before rushing anywhere or shooting 
at shadows. We watched in awe, as the 
thousands of rounds filled the air. We 
talked excitedly, but quietly amongst 
ourselves, trying to figure out where the 
attack was coming from. 

A Whirling Diversion 
The gunfire was from everywhere 

that we could see towards the East, to
wards downtown Baghdad. There was 
little gunfire from the South, where the 
perimeter wall was 250 yards away. We 
began to see a pattern: it was all from 
the East. Therefore, I warned my co
horts, "Watch out for something sneak
ing through the South Wall. This going 
on in front must be a diversion." 

We watched, more closely and less 
excitedly. I told my friends that any real 

attack would include car bombs against 
the wall, to break it open like a castle 
breach, so that enemy forces could 
pour through in mass. Or that rocket
propelled grenades -- RPGs -- would 
be fired against the guard towers. But 
nothing like that was happening. We 
could see the rounds going up in the air 
towards our sentinel balloon some two 
thousand feet in the air, with its sensors 
and cameras aimed downward, but the 
shots were to no effect. Long lines of 
tracers crisscrossed back and forth , from 
all points along the East wall, stretching 
for a mile back and forth. This was the 
most coordinated attack I could possi
bly imagine from the insurgents. There 
must have been hundreds of them out 
there -- maybe more, but I didn't want 
to imagine that much yet. 

I was impressed at how much am
munition the enemy was expending 
against us ... well, at first it seemed to 
be against us. 

Having seen attacks before, I began 
taking note of a curious phenomena: it 

seemed as if all the rounds were arcing 
upward. Not toward the guard towers or 
us, but up. Some came toward us, but 
again, they seemed as if they were fired 
from some distance away and not really 
at us. And our guard towers, which are 
quick to return fire, did not seem to be 
returning much of it. There was some re
turn fire, but not what would be expected 
from soldiers seeing scores or hundreds 
of attackers moving toward them. 

And again, no explosions. I was con
vinced that this was a diversion; that 
the real attack must be coming from 
somewhere we did not expect. But I 
was worrying more and more about the 
rounds all going up. There should have 
been crisscrossing in front of and into 
the guard towers -- but there was none. 

We all became uneasy with the way 
it seemed to be developing: What we 
fear most is what we don't understand. 

A direct attack, I understand. But 
this was not like a direct attack. We 
were all somewhat casual -- some a false 

Continued on page 58 
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M44 Handguard Set (Carbine-M44S Rifte-M44L) 
A polymer handguard featuring four integral Picatinny rails makes it easy to install and remove 
mission specific accessories. The handguard features stainless steel heat shields and rubber 
non-slip rail covers to protect the rails and insure a comfortable non-slip grip for the operator. 
No gunsmithing or fitting required. M44S-$112.99 (Carbine) M44L-Sl36.99 (Rifle) 

X6 Aluminum Handguard Set ( 6 Rails) 

Aviation grade aluminum makes the X6 one of the strongest Picatinny rail system in the world 
for the AR15/Ml6. Featuring four full-length Picatinny rails on the handguard and an additional 
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the rail when not in use and insure a comfortable non-slip grip for the operator. Available in 
both rifle and carbine lengths. A seventh rail mounts between the two mini rails on the front sight 
and is available as an accessory. No gunsmithing or fitting is required. 
X6- $249.99 (Carbine) X6L -$369.99 (Rifle) 

AK-47 Replacement Handguard Set (LHV-47SET) 
Molded from high-density fiberglass reinforced polymer for extra strength and heat resistance, 
the handguard provides an extremely rigid, yet ultra light mounting platform for your acces
sories. The handguard set features full-length Picatinny rails on the top and bottom of the 
handguard and a mini rail on each side of the lower handguard to allow for the convenient 
mounting of all Picatinny and Weaver accessories. Handguards are sold as a set, or the upper 
and the lower handguard may be purchased separately. LHV-47SET-$106.90 

www.commandarms.com 



ree or he Money 
Snipers' Head Shots Had To Kill Terrorists 
Simultaneously To Prevent Explosion 
By Sean R a yrnent 

Early on a warm summer morning, a few hours before traffic 
began to fill the streets , a 16-man SAS patrol took up ambush 
positions around a Baghdad house, writes Sean Rayment. 

The soldiers had been told that the house was be
ing used as a base by insurgents - and up to three suicide 
bombers were expected to leave it later that morning. 
Dressed in explosive vests, they were fully equipped to hit 
a number of locations around the city. The bombers' targets 
were thought to be cafes and restaurants frequented by mem
bers of the Iraqi security forces. 

The intelligence was regarded as "high grade" and came 
from an Iraqi agent who had been nurtured by members of 
the British Secret Intelligence Service, also known as MI6, 
for several months. 

Expectation among the 16 soldiers , attached to Task Force 
Black (TFB), the secret American and British special forces 
unit based in the Iraqi capital, was high. Each member of 
the four four-man groups was a veteran of many missions 
where the intelligence promised much - only to deliver 
little. The plan for Operation Marlborough was simple: al
low the three suspected bombers to leave the house and 
get into the street, then kill them with head shots from the 
four sniper teams. Each team was equipped with lll5A 
.338 sniper rifles, capable of killing at up to 1,000 yards. 
The soldiers, liaising earlier with their commanders, had 
considered the option of entering the house and killing the 
terrorists - but that plan was regarded as too dangerous. The 
confines of the house would intensify the impact of any blast, 
killing everyone inside. 

The SAS soldiers were told that it was vital that the three 
bombers would have to be killed simultaneously. 

If one of them was allowed to detonate a device, scores of 
people could be killed or injured. 

In support of the covert sniper teams was a Quick Reac
tion Force (QRF), which would provide a dozen extra sol
diers within a few minutes in an emergency. The QRF was 
based in a secure location nearby and a team of ammunition 
technical officers were on hand to defuse the bombs. 

A section of Iraqi police was also attached to the operation 
- although they were not briefed on the detail of the attack - to 
deal with any crowd trouble. 

Meanwhile, 2,000 feet above the city of five million inhab
itants, a CIA-controlled Predator unmanned air vehicle was 
providing a real-time video feed back to the TFB headquar
ters deep inside the secure green zone. 

Shortly after Barn, Arabic translators , monitoring listening 
devices hidden inside the house , warned the operations cen
tre inside the militarily controlled green zone that the three 
terrorist were on the move. The message "stand by, stand by" 
was dispatched to the four teams. 

As the terrorists entered the street, a volley of shots rang 
out and the three insurgents slumped to the ground. 

Each terrorist had been killed by a single head shot - the 

take up covert positions 
around ten-orist safe 
house and await orders 
from command HQ. 
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snipers having spent the past few days rehearsing the am
bush in minute detail. 

The SAS troopers had been warned that only a direct head 
shot would guarantee that bombs would not be detonated. 

Only three of the four snipers fired , the fourth was to act 
as a back-up in case one of the weapons jammed or a sniper 
lost sight of his target. 

The message that the terrorists had been killed was sent 
back to the SAS headquarters and the troops moved forward 

Terrorists leave safe 
house. Drone 2,000ft 
above ambush point 
relays live video to HQ. 

Snipers ordered to fire. 
Three terrorists killed 
simultaneously. Suicide 
vests defused and team 
withdraws to safe Green 
Zone. 

to check the bodies for life. As they gingerly approached it 
became brutally apparent that the .338 calibre round - the 
biggest rifle bullet used by the British Army - had done its 
job. 

Operation Marlborough was hailed as a complete success 
and one of the rare occasions on which the coalition has been 
able to deliver a decisive blow against suicide bombers. ~ 

Copyright: Telegraph Group Ltd 
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deception lo be a bona ftde member of the locksmithing 

lnduslry, or other qualified person 

Texas Tactical Supply 

Streamlight M3 Tactical 
Illuminator $99.99 

EOTECH Holographic Sight 
Model 511.A65 $299.99 

ASP, Blackhawk, EOTECH, Emerson Knives, 
Gerber, Mission Knives, Original SWAT, 

Propper International, Safariland, 
Spec-Ops, Streamlight, Sure Fire, Strider 

Knives, Tigerlight, Wiley X, 
5.11 Tactical Series 

www.texastacticalsupply.com 
1-877-4POLICE 

281-820-6601 

Once familiar with the mechanics of the weapons, a good deal of time was spent on realistic shoot and 
maneuver exercises. 

PKM is the standard LMG of the Russian Army. Operating by a long-stroke 
gas piston, the PKM uses a rotating bolt resembling that of the AK. It fires full 
automatic only from an open bolt using a 100 round non-disintegrating link belt 
that is fed from the right side. With a feed system where the round is pulled to 
the rear out of the link, the cartridge then comes to rest in what amounts to an 
inverted magazine, as the bolt is caught in the rear by the sear. Pulling the trigger 
then allows the bolt to feed the round down and forward into the chamber where 
it is fired as the bolt closes in battery. Unlike the RPD and RPK, the PKM has 
a quick-change barrel and a carrying handle, and can be used from a bipod or 
tripod, and can also be fired from the hip while standing, in an emergency. 

The Glock 17 
The 9xl9mm NATO caliber Glock 17 pistol needs no introduction, but since 

this is the pistol issued to Iraqi forces, it was issued to and carried by Marines 
enrolled in the Foreign Weapons class throughout the week. The holsters sup
plied were of Kydex from Blade-Tech, of Oregon. In addition to the Glock the 
Marines also trained with the 9xl8mm Makarov pistol. 

The Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) launcher. 
For technical information and familiarization, Gunsite provided an RPG with 

dummy rockets in order to offer proper instruction in how this common weapon 
is deployed. It is hoped that inert rounds can be legally provided for future 
classes. ~ 

Next month, the Leathernecks train with all the above weapons and Johnston pro
vides a critique from the troops, and an analysis of how likely it is that more troops 
may be to benefit from this excellent training. 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication,including technical data, reports 
of any activities.information, events and circumstances under controlled situations and under 
supervised control have not been tested nor approved nor were under the control of Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine. Reports are transmitted from independent sources to which SOF has no 
obligation nor control. The data is transmitted for reporting events by the author. Soldier of For
tune Magazine, its agents, officers, consultants nor any other individual or entity reject any 
and all responsibility for any reporting in this publication. Any reports in this publication do not 
provide detail for comprehensive safety techniques, training techniques, training precautions 
that are absolutely essential for any covered or similar activity. The reader MUST not attempt 
any reported activity, technique or use of equipment based upon any reports in this publication. 
Comprehensive training, guidance and supervision is always necessary when engaging in any 
activity of which any report in this publication mentions or gives any reference to. 
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Free DVD puts you front row and center stage at a new 
2 112-day Target-Focus Training workshop ... 

''How To Survive The Most Critical 5 
Seconds Of Your Life'' 

"For me, a veteran o(the martial arts and a medical professional [Target-Focus Training} 
was just as spectacula1" I heard explanations that would befit a trauma specialist and 
learned principles that most martial arts masters save for their advanced black belts. 
Without cloaking techniques in mysticism, without diluting the realities of combat in a 
sportingformat and without sacrificing safety for realism, Larkin and his men delivered an 
uncompromising course on the intelligent and responsible us o( violence." 

I magine yourself face to face with: 
• 3 hoodlums circling your car, 
• A 6-inch blade of steel pressed against 

your throat, 
• A gun baITel to your head, or 
• 2 guys who've just broken into your 

home ... 
lf you can ' t handle any of these 

situations .. . 
- Without freezing, 
- Without needing to "get ready," 
- Without mentally sorting through your 

prior training to pick out the one thing you 

Mark Cheng, L.Ac. 
Columnist & Contributing Editor, Black Belt Magazine 

Director/Sifit: Chung Hua Institute, Los Angeles, CA 

to ga in a rare inside look at a live Target
Focus Training workshop and see exactly 
how the the # I self-defense system in the 
world gives you the tools to handle thi s type 
of violence ... regardless of your size, speed, 
strength, athletic ability or conditioning. 

What makes TFT different from all other 
" me too" programs is the fact it 's the onJv 
program ever modeled on asocial criminal 
behavior, the kind of violence you must know 
how to handle if you ' re ever faced with it. 

TFT won't have you practicing I OO 's of 

FREE DVD Reveals 
Kick-Ass Fighting Secrets 
Look, I know this is hard to believe. And 

it doesn ' t help much that it 's even more 
difficult to explain here in words. That's why 
the best thing is to SEE it for yourself. 

Until now, that meant attending a TFT 
live seminar or ordering a full video series. 
But this new DVD, "TFT Workslwp--A 
Primer" changes that. Now this single disk 
lets you prove to yourself why everything 
you've just read is true. 

mu st do 1n each ~------------------------------~ And the best part is .. . 
the DVD is FREE. You 
risk nothing except a 
small shipping & 
handling fee. 

spe~'.:~cd ~~ui~~~,n~ithin "Violence Is Rarely The Answer. 
s seconds, then. .. But When It Is... Ifs The Only Answer." 
You Could Easily 

Wind Up 
As Toast! 

That's because 5 seconds is about all 
you've got. It 's bow long a 'rea l' fight lasts. 
If you haven' t taken out some thug by then, 
the odds go dramatically against you. 

Right now, I'm betting you've got a pretty 
good gut feel as to whether your current 
training wou ld instantly kick in and bail you 
out of a violent confronation ... or leave you 
hes itating and unsure. Understand ... there 's 
no room for en-or. 

lf you're confident... then turn the page. 
If not, you now have a unique opportunity 

TFTMaster Instructors demonstrate simple yet effective move
ments under the watchful eye of system creator, Tim Larkin. 

Tim Larkin, creator, Target-Focus Training Look, I'm not asking 

d ifferent memori zed techniques . Face it, 
you ' re smart enough to know that s ince 
v iolen ce is random you ca n 't beg in to 
practice for everyth ing that ' might' possibly 
happeD to you. That 's why this system is 
based on a handful of eas il y mastered 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES that you 
instantly apply to fil!Y type of violent assault. 

Does all this seems a bit too simple? Well , 
in a way, it is. It's the secret to why TFTworks 
for you ... regardless of your background or 
ability. 

you to believe anything 
at this time. All l want you to do right now is 
withhold your judgment until you get your 
hands on this new video. 

One last thing: since thi s is only a test to 
see if the DVD really helps explain the TFT 
system, just 450 were created. That's all. By 
the time you read this , some of those are 
already gone. To get your copy go to 
www.sofreedvd.com or ca ll 
888-234-2192. Or just fill out the coupon 
below and mail it today. If the 450 are gone, 
you ' ll be notified and put on a waiting list. 
So grab your copy now. 

·------------------
10 Yes, send my FREE Target-Focus Training 
1 seminar DVD and Special Report. I pay only 
1 $4.97 forS&H. 
:Name: ____________ _ 

1Address: ____________ _ 
•City: _____________ _ 
1State: Zip: I ------
1 Country: ____________ _ 
1Phone: ______________ , 
1Email: 
I --------------
10 Money Order (drawn on US bank) 
10 VISA 0 Mastercard 0 AMEX 0 Discover1 

} •Card No: ___________ _ 

'°' 1Expi1.. Sianature· '!l • ·--- 0 ·------

{ 1Mail to: TFT Group, 325 E Washington St, 

~ 1,0 n 10s #207, Sequim, WA 98382 USA 
o• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



ADVERTISE IN SOLDIER OF FORTUNE NOW! Call Tom at 888-881-8009 
WARNING ANO DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication,including technical data, reports of any activities,information, events and 
circumstances under controlled situations and under supervised control have not been tesled nor approved nor were under the control of 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Reports are transmitted from independent sources to which SOF has no obligation nor control. The data is trans
mitted for reporting events by the author. Soldier of Fortune Magazine, its agents, officers, consultanls nor any other Individual or entity reject 
any and all responsibility for any reporting in this publication. Any reports in this publication do not provide detail for comprehensive safety 
techniques, training techniques, training precautions that are absolutely essential for any covered or similar activity. The reader MUST not at
tempt any reported activity, technique or use of equipment based upon any reports in lhis publication. Comprehensive training, guidance and 
supervision is always necessary when engaging in any activity of which any report in this publication mentions or gives any reference to. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new 
or existing home. Hundreds of programs. 

(www.usgovernmentinformalion.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 

LIVE FREE, USA 
Preparedness, self-reliance advocacy 

and training organization. 
www.live-free.org 

www.CampingSurvival.com 
Thousands of low priced products 

for military, survival, prepared
ness, hunting, camping and 

outdoors from veteran owned 50 
year old company. 5% off with 

coupon "sofmag" 

CONFIDENTIAL MAILING ADDRESS 
Use our Chicago add ress as your permanent 

mailing address. The Mail Post holds or forwards 
your mail wherever you are so you don't have to 
rely on friends & relatives. Our voicemail service 

lets you have a Chicago phone number. 
www.themailpost.com 800-890-3199 

GUNG 
HO! 

1--lililllililliiii- 1 ~ 
4.5" BLADE BRAND 

KNIVES 
Available in Black, OD, Desert Sand 

Round or Oval grip. 

ESA 937-644-2170 
www .esa-swords.com 

1lllll:CM CCUNTllY 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES & 
Military Manuals. Combat skills, Weap
ons, Tactics, NBC & More. Catalog $5, 
llPD/ACCP, Box 1237 Alpine, TX 79830 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
DVDs, VIDEOS, MAGAZINES 

New Selection - Family Recreation 
Sample DVD $35, video $25, foto-catalog $3 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles CA 90066 

MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at: 
www.galago.co.za 

For regular updates e-mail: 
lemur@mweb.co.za 

Have a life of intrigue 
excitement, adventure] 
Learn from the REAL 

l'=------_J experts: 
Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Broclt11re! United States Academy 
Call Or Write of Private lnvesti&ation 

I (310) 657-6333 I Be~~~i 8JD~ 1 PA9&~13 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

8519-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency· PI Academy· Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 

Ninja Stealth/American Iron Hand Karate 
Association Manual 2005 ($25.00) 

Roy J. Whitehead, 1790 W. Picacho Ave #1, 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 

FREE: Survivalist newsletter. 
www.bisonnewsletter.com 046 

GOVERNMENT LAND AVAILABLE for claim. 
Up to 320 acres per person. 

(www.usgovernmenlinformalion.com) Free 
information: (707) 448-1887. (4KW5) 

www.survivalexpert.com 
THOUSANDS of international wilderness 

survival tricks, 1-year money back guarantee! 

PROTECT 
YOUR PRlVATE 

COMPUTER FILES WITH 

GK-CRYPT 
THE WORLD'S STRONGEST 
ENCRYPTION SOFTWARE. 

HOW TO END THE FIGHT FAST 
By striking or grappling, or by gun barrel 
or blade, strong hands and a bone
crusher grip will make the difference. 
We will show you how to build the 
strongest hands around - top quality 
equipment, hard-as-nails grip training 
info, Old-Time and unusual strength 
training materials and videos. 
Visit us on the web and join our FREE 
email newsletter for grip workouts and 
hand strength training tips. 

www.functionalhandstrength.com 
P.O. Box 4429 Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 

734-327-3732 

~ 
)Ji\ll(~IJ 200() Al)lTEll'l'ISEllS INUEX 

20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking , camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear ADJACENT to National Forest. near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure. photos. maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

Advanced Def. Tech 
American Watch 
ARMS 
Best Made Designs 
Black Ink Design 
Bushmaster 
Bushrag 
Challenge Coins 
Chase Durer 
Command Arms 
Cove Shoe Co. 
Dark Ops Knives 
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49 DPMS 32 
18 Doublestar 69 
41 EOTech 75 
78 GG&G 81 
75 G&G Armament 81 
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69 Gunsite Academy 72 
C4 Hellstorm C3 

51-58 Hurley & Withington 55 
73 Inter-American Security 55 
3 Irish Bare Knuckle 31 
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MEN& WOMEN! 
Train at home for an exciting part 
or lull-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your ovm agency 
or work for otllers. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 

experts. Taught by former mili· 1111111 tary intel ligence special ists, 
police and private detectives. 
lhe only course of its kind, the 
unique Global School of 
lnvesliga/ion program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

NAME ~-------------

ADDRESS ________ ____ ~ 

CITY _____ _ STATE ZIP 

PHOTO ID 
CARD KITS 

Our Professional 
quality laminated 
photo cards will 
amaze your associ- PRESS 
ates! We provide the Amencon Pum Assoctallon 
cards, plastic lami-
nate and easy 
instructions! You pro
vide only a photo. 
Your photo card can 
be finished in the pri
vacy of your home. 
The result is a dis
tinctive, professional 
system! The highest 
quality cards in the 
US' Lost your origi-
nal card? Replace it 
NOW! --

2 

0 "J' 0 -
2 .,.. 

l~ I» 
~/)---

C01 Press ID 

2 
0 
0 
6 

MENTION YOU SAW 
OUR AD IN SOF AND 
GET FREE SHIPPING 

D C01 Press ID 0 C68 Fugitive Recovery 
I O C04 Bounty Hunter 0 C72 Special Agent 
I D C 1 o Concealed Weapons 0 C 131 lnl'I Drivers Lie. 
I 0 C11 Private Investigator D C133 Federal Security I 
I 0 C13 Special Investigator 0 C140 Network Admin. I 

0 C17 lnt 'I Drivers Permit D C142 Terrorism Specialist 
I D C31 Travel Agent 0 C 143 Webmaster I 
I 0 C34 Personal ID D C201 Bai l Bondsman 
I D C51 Special Operations 0 C203 Bail Enf. Agent 
I 0 C60 MAC-V (CIA) D C211 Security Enf. 

NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY - SOF 
I 500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bid #3 • Shreveport, LA 71106 
I Orders (BBS) 642-0007 · Gust Serv.131B) 68B-1805 

Fax (318) 688-1367 www.nes.com 
I Name: I Address_: _____________ _ 

I City/Slate/Zip: -------------
1 Credit Card: ____________ _ 

I Exp. Date: CVV# I 
.. ~o .:G;,;:o~R.S,AT!,0'!;3 : 0!!,_FR!; '::H ;::,Rs!,O~ER.;.. .. 

MADE 
IN 

THE 
U.S.A. 

COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
W/ FREE TRAUMA 

PLATE 
AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 
Also Available Level Ill & IV 

Steel & Ceramic Plates 
Inter-American 

Security Products, Inc. 
E-Mail: interam @gate.net 

Shop online: www. interamer.com 

TOLL FREE I FREE CATALOG 
1-888-299-9750 

Automatic RN 
from £350.00 

with Date 
NEW£89.99 

SAS 1940' Pattern Cammo Smock 

VISIT OUR SECURE ONLINE STORE @ 

~[jj]Df1fJiJEJ1Elo@®JIJJr:i 
'iMJ <:(jB Wl 7J l!J!Jfj l!J!Jfj Q 1J&B <:(jB Wl 7J OOJ) W!J 
~~ 

2 Harford St, Mlle End London E1 4PS England 
Prices subject to cu"ent cat. - check Air Mall p&p £20.00 

Phone or E·Mall for free catalogue quoting SOF 

Ratchet Belt™ 
" The Fit Tha t C licks " 

Infantry Cavalry Airborne 

Unique style belt that has no holes.. , 
Fits all in-between sizes. Perfect fit • - -_ • 

every time. One size fits all. , - , 

Size 41 (Black or Brown Belt) $27.95 · ' -• ' 
Size 48 (Black or Brown Belt) $29.95 

Plus $4.95 S & H 

1-888-729-8222 
www.ratchetbelt.com 

A-1 Ratchet Belt Enterprise 
P.O. Box 39362 ·Tacoma, WA 98439 

VAAMERICA.COM 
BLOOD CHITS FOR CHARITY 

Korea-Vietnam-Gulf War-Iraq-Afghanistan 
PROCEEDS DONATED TO WOUNDED 

VETERANS AND/OR VETERAN CAUSES 

Al ice Gear, Plight Gear, Police. Survival, 
Black Ops. US Mil. Kn ives, Camping. 
Night Camo, Helmets & Boonie Hats' 

On line Catalog. www.olcnet.com 
2 Bucks for Print Catalog to OLCSF, 
POB 1618, Alamogorclo. NM 883 11 

POLICE/MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT 

• BATONS 

•BODY ARMOR 

•HANDCUFFS 

• METAL DETECTORS 

• MINE DETECTORS 

•OPTICS 

• NIGHT VISION 

• SPY EQUIPMENT 

• BOMB BLANKETS 

•BOMB SUITS 

•FIRE GEAR 

•HELMETS 

•TEAR GAS 

• STUN GUNS 
And much, 
much more ... 

TAMIAMI INTERNATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT, INC. 
13615 S. D ixie Hwy. Suite 456 

Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph.: 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 

E-Mail : tam iami@ gate.net 

Shop o nline: www. tamiamiarmor.com 
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PROfESSIONAl lOCKSMITHING TOOlS 
MONTHLY SPECIAL 

RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET 

1- SCHALGE WAFER SET 

1-SESAMEE DECODER 

1- WKS PICKS 

$59.95 

$29.95 

$17.95 

$9.95 
1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS $19.95 

A VALUE OF $137 .75 

/ 
~ 

~--~~ SCHLAGE WAFER SET 

~~~" 
TUMBLER PICKS WKS PICKS 

Catalog $3.00 - FREE with order. Allow three weeks 
delivery on personal check orders. Money Orders ship 
same day received. 
G All major credit cards accepted. 

The law requires au purchases be made in good failh, wilhoul 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 

FOLDING POCKET PICKSET 

...,..~,_...,_,..: This folding knife 
set has the 
smallest handle 
of any tool of this 
type and yet 
holds 6 picks and 

a tension tool. Its only 1/4 thick and 
3 inches long. The housing has a 
removable pocket clip, and a hole 
for those who like ~ 
the key ring option. ~ 

Send Payment To: 
STEVE ARNOLD'S GUN ROOM 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SFOB 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun·room.com 
Postage & handling $8.00. Overseas postage add 

30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 

Command Arms Accessories introduces two new magazine loader/ 

unloaders for the popular .223 caliber and 7.62 x 39mm caliber magazines. 

The new magazine loader/unloaders work with MI 6/AR-15, Ruger Mini 14 

magazines and AK-47 magazines and are designed to load & unload single 

magazines as well as two magazines that are coupled together. Lightweight, 

and compact, the magazine loader/unloaders utilize thumb activated levers 

for easy loading & unloading of magazines. Lifetime warranty. $19.95 Retail. 

COMMAND ARMS ACCESSORIES 
PH: 267-288-9995 • FAX: 215-322-9223 • www.commandarms.com 

MAELSTROM• Continued from page 50 

bravado, but more and more we were 
just getting curious. I kept telling my 
buddies to watch behind and to look 
for infiltrators , as the situation was not 
"normal" from my perspective. 

This went on for half an hour -- the 
firing was intense, unlike nothing I'd 
seen since flying over Hanoi at night 
with thousands of rounds fired at me. 

We saw behind us , on the street be
low, a man approaching with U.S . body 
armor like ours and wearing the stan
dard U.S. Kevlar helmet. He was some
what casual in his approach -- I could 
see his demeanor in his posture, even 
in the twilight of the tracers and flares. 

"What's happening?" someone 
shouted. 

The soldier on the street below yelled 
back: "Iraq's national soccer team just 
won the regional championship match 
against Syria!" 

They take World Cup soccer seri
ously here. 

I guess this would have been the 
Great Soccer War - if only it had been 
fought against someone. The adrena
line wore off and I had the best night's 
sleep since I've been here ... how de
flated I was to get all dressed up for 
war, but nobody came. '9( 

Young Winston Churchill noted that 
few things are as exhilarating as hav
ing been shot at without effect. Entire 
firefights that were not, leave one with a 
si1nilar fe eling. 

Sgt. Jared Seiler, from 1st Battalion, 13th Armor 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored Division, 
pursues a terrorist who detonated an improvised 
explosive device on a Humvee at Tarmiya, Iraq. 
This photo appeared on www.army.m il 
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GREEN FLIGHT JACKET 
Comfortable, heavyweight jacket 
with zipper 
5-M-L-XL 
(2XL - 3XL • Add 52 ) 

SOF MPS TEE 
Black, heavyweight 100% pre
shrunk cotton shortsleeve 
M - L - XL (2XL - 3XL Add 52) 

BLACK SATIN JACKET 
Comfortable, lightweight jacket 
with buttons 
5 - M - L- XL 
(2XL - 3XL • Add 52) 

RHODESIAN ARMY TEE 
White, heavyweight 100% pre
shrunk cotton shortsleeve. 
M - L - XL (2XL - 3XL Add 52) 

Three ways to order: Online at www.sofmag.com, Call toll free 
800-999-9718, or send Money OrderNisa/MC To: 
Soldier Of Fortune Logowear PO Box 18478 •Anaheim, CA 92817 

Item Circle Size Qty. Price Total 

Green Flight Jacket S - M - L- XL 129.00 

XXL - XXXL 131.00 

Black Satin Jacket S-M-L-XL 69.00 

XXL - XXXL 71 .00 

SOF Black Polo Shirt M - L- XL 34.95 

2XL - 3XL 36.95 

Covert Ops Green Tee M - L- XL 19.95 

2XL - 3XL 21 .95 

SOF MPS Black Tee M - L - XL 19.95 

2XL - 3XL 21 .95 

Rhodesian Army White Tee M - L- XL 19.95 

2XL - 3XL 21.95 

Shipping/Handling: $7 first item, $1 .50 each add'I item: 

Sales tax may apply TOTAL: 

When mailing your order please include a card with the the following 
information legibilly written: Complete Name, Address (including 
City/State and Country/ZIP), Phone Number, Email (if available). 

D Check or Money Order Enclosed (p lease use envelope) 

D Visa/MC #: - ------- ----- ----

Exp. Date __ / __ Signature: ___________ _ 

Sizes and quantities are limited. Prices do not include shipping. No Refunds. 
Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery C2005. Soldi .. OIFortuoelu• .. lste>ed trad'"""'-"'"''"""""" 
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CHAMBERMAID CLEANING STAR 

ChamberMaid cleaning system from U Weapons is perfect for cleaning the M 16/ 
AR-15 series of service rifles. Dubbed the ChamberMaid Cleaning Star, this innova
tive cleaning tool allows the shooter to reach those troublesome lug recesses of the 
barrel extension. The tough but absorbent cotton swab is shaped to conform exactly 
to the inner recesses of the barrel extension. When used with your favorite solvent, 
the Cleaning Star allows this crucial area of the rifle to be thoroughly cleaned with a 
quick twist to swab out the locking lug recesses. 

The Cleaning Star is designed to fit on the end of ChamberMaid's flexible cleaning 
rod and standard brush. It can also be easily adapted to any standard rod and .223 
bore brush. It provides a quick, easy and thorough way to keep an AR functioning 
flawlessly by assuring positive lock
ing, unlocking and cycling, whether 
the rifle is used by the casual plinker, 
hardcore competitive shooter, or mili
tary/law enforcement professional. 

CJ WEAPONS, 
Dept. SOF 

P.O. Box 104801 
Jefferson City, MO 65110 

800-510-5919 
www.cjweapons.com 

TRITIUM NIGHT 
SIGHT FOR AK's 

Blackheart International now has a high qual
ity, fully machined sight for the AK-47 series of 
weapons. This sight has a Tritium vial for night 
use as well as an eye catching white outline for 
day or low light use. It also easily replaces the 
factory sight. 

BLACKHEART 
INTERNATIONAL, Dept. SOF 

P.O. Box 9 
Philippi, WV 26416 

877-244-8166 
www.bhigear.com 

KIMBER MAGAZINES FOR ALL 1911 BRANDS 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The new Kim-Pro TM Tac-Mag TM is the ultimate 1911 magazine. Not just for Kimber pistols, these magazines work with 
almost any mil-spec 1911 .4 5 ACP regardless of brand. Both 7 and 8-round versions are available for full-size frames, along 
with a 7-round version for compact frames. Other features include quick-change floorplates, polished solid stainless-sleet 
heat-treated body, Rocket Wire springs, and a long-skirt stainless steel follower is coated in self-lubricating black Teflon, and 
large monitoring holes are numbered so remaining rounds can be determined at a glance. Complete information on Kimber 
firearms, accessories and local dealers will be mailed to those sending $2.00 to Kimber. 

- KIMBER, Dept. SOF 
One Lawton Street • Yonkers, NY 10705 

800-880-2418 • www.kimberamerica.com 
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COMMAND ARMS 
ACCESSORIES 
MAGAZINE 
LOADER/ 
UNLOADER 

Command Arms Accessories now has 
two new magazine loader/unloaders for 
the .223 caliber and 7.62 x 39mm that 
also work with Ml 6/AR-15, Ruger Mini 14 
and AK-47 magazines. They are designed 
to load/unload single magazines as well 
as two magazines that are coupled 
together. Lightweight and compact, 
the magazine loader/unloaders 
utilize thumb-activated levers 
for easy loading and unloading 
of magazines. 

COMMAND ARMS 
ACCESSORIES, Dept. SOF 
1300 Industrial Hwy., Suite B-3 

Southampton, PA 18966 
267-288-9995 

www.commandarms.com 

GREG HASTING'S 
TOURNAMENT PAINTBALL 

Play for real. Get your copy of the #1 sports action 
first person shooter - Greg Hasting's Tournament Paintball 
MAX'D today. 

www.activisionvalue.com 

SAFETY 
OUTDOORS™ LED 

VEST 

Brigade Quartermasters is 
the exclusive master distributor 
for Safety Outdoors Products. 
Ordinary safety vests reflect 
light only when the light is dead 
on. In indirect lighting or when a 
person turns to the side, the vest 
fails to glow, making the wearer 
invisible. The LED Vest offers bril
liant LED flashing lights that are 
visible from over a mile away 
in any direction, plus reflective 
glow from direct lighting. Oper
ates on three AA Alkaline batter
ies with a run time of 40+ hours, 
continuously. 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS, Dept SOF 
1025 Cobb International Drive, NW 

Kennesaw, GA 30152 
800-338-4327 

www.actiongear.com 
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As some of you know, my Company had its clock cleaned 
by the Islamist Vermin Scum in September and October. 
The Battalion also took quite a few hits in October as 

well. The numbers from this were not pretty. 
Thanksgiving morn came too early for us, especially since 

my section has not been doing much in terms of patrols until 
later in the day. We had breakfast and headed to five plus 
hours of briefings designed to prepare us for re-deployment. 
Allegedly, there IS light at the end of the tunnel. 

Following the briefings, we headed to the mess hall, "Din
ing Facility" to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal. It wasn't bad at 
all. For reasons about to be obvious, I avoided the turkey 
and had prime rib instead. There was even pumpkin pie. Will 
wonders never cease? 

Rather than being able to crash on the couch and watch 
football, we headed out to a rehearsal for the evening's 
events. 

First, we figured out the order in which we were going to 
load the helicopters we were using for the night's mission. 
Then we practiced and practiced it some more. 

Second, we ran through the sequence in which various ele-

ments - teams or squads - would hit their blocking positions 
to seal off the objective before the assault element would en
ter and clear the house. 

After several more run throughs, the boss called it good 
and we headed off to nap, finalize our equipment or get more 
to eat. 

The time for us to move to the helipad came soon enough. 
Once there, we sorted ourselves back into some semblance of 
order. Infantrymen, Air Force joint Tactical Air Controllers, 
Navy bomb dogs and the handlers and Iraqi translators. 

Air Force fast movers checked in as being several miles up 
above the target, Apache gunships were moving into the area 
and our Chinooks (yes, they have another name but I'll leave 
it out of this) were one minute out from the pick-up zone we 
were on. 

The Chinooks landed and we loaded up (checking to in
sure that they were in fact leaking) and off we went. It is 
always interesting to fly over Baghdad and its surrounding 
environs at night - something we often do now. If the media 
were to be believed, we wouldn't see a single light yet we see 
as many as we would flying over any really large suburb in 
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the US. I guess folks at home 
think we do not see cars on 
the road and yet it looked like 
the end of any other commute 
period on the roads. 

The only difference, and its 
one keeping with the fact that 
there is a war against the Is
lamist Vermin Scum here, was 
the reports from the door and 
tail gunners about small arms 
fire on and from the ground. 

Pretty soon, the "ONE MIN
UTE" call was made, passed 
from Soldier to Soldier to Air 
Controller by yelling in the ear 
of guy next to you. 

The birds slowed, their 
noses rose a bit as the tail 
gunner left his seat. Once the 
wheels touched down, the 
mad stampede out the back 
started. As I stepped off the 
tail gate and started towards 
my initial blocking position, I 
chambered a round - we can't 
fly locked and loaded. I linked 
up with my partner in "crime", 
Frank Dillard (another deputy sheriff from Tulare Co. SD) 
and followed the Boss - who we are supposed to keep alive 
and intact. TheJTACs called, saying that the fast movers -Air 

Force jets - had seen someone 
run out of the target residence 
westbound. The JTACs and 
part of my old platoon took off 
westbound. 

The chase did not last long. 
Our target had been shot in 
the leg a few months before. 
The JTACS were chasing a guy 
with a limp . . . Hmmm. The 
Navy K9 handlers threatened 
to unleash the dog. The chase 
ended. 

Our guys caught the target, 
trying to hide in an irrigation 
ditch. He'd left his revolver in 
the house when he fled . It was 
found during the search. 

Bottom line, after much 
work on the part of a lot of 
people, one very serious Bad 
Guy was wearing a blindfold 
and new bracelets, headed 
for an experience that was no 
where near as unpleasant as it 
should be. Like many of those 
who encourage others to die 
while trying to kill us, he ran 

away instead of fighting. When our bird closed the backdoor, 
the IVS had tried running out the side to get away. This is 

Continued on page 72 
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.. _ 
Karen troops at parade rest at Karen National liberation !lrmy "!'h Brigade 
Headquarters somewhere inside Burma. Karens have the dubious distinction 
of having had to fight for freedom against Burmese dictatorship for 50 years, 

making their struggle the longest insurgency in the 2(Jh and 21" century. 

The Oppressed Kar·en Struggle and Survive on Faith 
T ext & Photos by Derek IVle l ton 

My first knowledge of the Karen (the largest of the seven 
ethnic groups native to Burma) came in the mid-to-late 
1980's, when I was a young cop fascinated with special 

weapons and tactics as well as the whole of the arena of spe
cial warfare. Finding their way into my hands were several 
copies of the Soldier of Fortune magazine, which soon became 
my magazine of choice, feeding my passion for special weap
onry, tactics , and the men who lived the warrior's style of life. 
In the magazine, articles about the Karen Freedom Fighters 
and their plight at the hands of the Burmese Junta aroused 
curiosity and an interest in the cause of an oppressed people, 
that weeks before I didn't even know existed. 

Little did l know that nearly 20 years later l would be 
crossing the Moei River into the jungles of Burma, meeting 

General Htin Maung and his soldiers, the 7'11 brigade of the 
Karen National Liberation Army face to face . 

In the early 1990's after 10 years of worldng the streets 
as a patrol officer, also heading up our department's special 
operations team, I began to bridge together my expertise in 
law-enforcement with another realm of warfare: the war over 
men's souls. As strange as it may sound, the principles be
tween the two were similar and this cop embarked upon a 
journey that would ultimately lead me to the remote jungles 
of Burma and face to face with some of the toughest guerrilla 
warfare insurgents - and staunchest men of fai th - in the 
world. 

In 2000-2001 , after pioneering two churches in our com
munity approximately 30 minutes northeast of Tulsa, Okla-
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(top) This Karen troop is armed wi#h M-16 with 30 
round magazine. Karens obtain their weapons from _ 
the black market or dead enemies. (right). Karen short
age of manpower often forces them to utilize 12 to 14 
year olds in their ever-ongoing tight for freedom. 

homa I became acquainted with Dr. 
Timothy Laklem, the founder and direc
tor of Asian Tribal Ministries based out 
of Chiang Mai, Thailand. Dr. Laklem, a 
native Karen , made several trips to our 
home over the next five years speaking 
in our churches about the Karen people 
and the atrocities befalling them. A relationship was formed 
and subsequently we began to financially and prayerfully 
support these oppressed but determined people of eastern 
Burma. 

In the spring of 2005 I received a telephone call from Dr. 
Laklem, who was inside Burma in the jungle, inviting me to 
join him in Burma to reach out to the soldiers of the KNLA to 
encourage them and to preach the Gospel to them. I was cer
tainly happy about the invitation but was unable to take leave 
from the department at the time and I told Dr. Laklem that 
I would have to take a "rain-check" and reschedule for later 

'" .. 

in the year. Dr. Laklem told me 
that November of 2005 would 
be a good time of year to visit 
Southeast Asia, being past the 
rainy season and into the begin
ning of winter. 

Pilgrimage to the Jungle 
At his advice we began to 

plan. I hand picked a team from 
our church that could adapt to 
war-zone conditions and we 
began to plan out the details 
and raise the funds to get us 
across the ocean and back home 
again. On Halloween afternoon 
five men and one tough lady 
boarded the aircraft en-route to 
Chiang Mai, Thailand. After 36 
hours we arrived in Thailand, 
meeting up with Dr. Laklem 
and his team. We were whisked 
away from the airport and into 
the psychotic traffic of Chiang 
Mai - a street cop's nightmare. 

After arriving at the ATM 
(Asian Tribal Ministries) base 
we took a day or so to re-co
operate from the journey and 
soon the real journey began. A 

five-hour road-trip from the base landed us in Mae Sot where 
we would be launching our missions for the next several 
days . After arriving in Mae Sot and checking into our hotel , 

we unloaded our gear' and headed out to 
meet with a Major of the KNLA, at his 
home. After a short journey we turned 
off the main highway onto a dirt road 
leading us through a thatch-hut Karen 
village. We came to an iron gate that 
opened up as we arrived and our drivers 
pulled through the gate and into a cov
ered parking area. We were escorted to 
the house where we met with the KNLA 
Major and his family. 

We were seated and served beverages 
by the Major's servants. Soon a KNLA 
Colonel arrived and we all shook hands 
and appropriate greetings were ex
changed. As we sat around the teakwood 
table , we listened to these officers tell of 
the atrocities that have been committed 
against their people since the end of 
WWII, when the British withdrew their 
troops from Burma. This left the Karen 

people to deal with the cruel Burmese dictators who had a 
bad taste in their mouths towards the Karen because of their 
alliance with the Brits, as well as the beating they took during 
the war. 

SitRep of Beleaguered Innocents: 
Story after story of these atrocities and the Karen's deter

mination to be free from oppression and tyranny left me a 
little moist around the eyes. These KNLA leaders are stalwart 
Christians and lead their men in prayer before they lead them 
into battle. I sat almost spell-bound as these serious-minded 
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(Jeff) Karens are armed with wide variety of we/I-worn small arms. If it shoots, they use it. (right) Headquarters of the 7'h Brigade, constructed of teak, has sign t/1at 
says in English, "The Fight May Be long But Triumph Is Sure And Rest Comes At last To Those Who Endure." English is the second language of the Karens. 

warriors gave details of battles and victories that seemed too 
amazing and miraculous to believe - yet they were unques
tionably true. One story told by the Colonel was incredible: 
The KNLA 7•h brigade had been fighting the Junta for three 
days and nights inside the jungles of Burma. The fighting had 
been fierce and the KNLA were running out of ammunition. 
The mortars had all been deployed, but all that was left was 
small-arms and the supply lines had been cut off 

Escape On the Wings of Eagles 
The Karen had high ground, but they were surrounded by 

4,000 SPDC troops. The Colonel and the Major rallied the 
· men and called them to prayer - asking for God's help. The 

situation had so deteriorated that the whole brigade was in 

danger of being destroyed. This battle was in the middle of 
the dry season and the chance of rain is slim to none. Yet, as 
the men prayed a cloud formed in the sky. The men seeing 
this prayed harder and harder and the cloud ~ontinued to 
grow. Soon, the sounds of thunder echoed through the moun
tainous terrain and soon to follow were monsoon-type rains. 
These 200 men of the 7•h brigade formed two columns and 
marched down the mountain and right through 4,000 SPDC 
troops, who looked confused appeared unable to respond to 
the Karen guerilla's movement The rain was coming in sheets 
and the visibilit-y was poor, but the Karen exfiltrated within 
only a few feet of the well-armed Burmese army. 

The Karen escaped into the jungle, leaving a confused 
and bewildered adversary behind, as the rain covered their 
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(above) KNLA sniper with M-16 and scope of un
known vintage. (top right) M-79's are favorites of Ka
rens - when they can get them. Most are purchased 
on the black market. (bottom right) Heavy weapons, 
such as this heavy machine gun and this recoilless 
rifle are probably of Chinese manufacture. 

tracks and escape route. During this 
fierce three-day battle not one Karen 
was injured in any way and more than 
400 SPDC troops were carried out for 
burial. 

These men are not only soldiers in 

#292 FEBRUARY 2002 
MOVIES: inside report on Black Hawk 
Down! AMERICA AT WAR: SpecOps in 
Afghanistan; bin Laden's blueprint for 
te rro r; Torture; WEAPONS: H&K's SLB-1 ; 
much more 

#293 MARCH 2002 
AMERICA AT WAR: SOF at FOB Rhino; 
battle for Kabul; Chem Bio for the 
concerned citizen; networks of terror; 
WEAPONS: SpecOps carbine, ultimate 
COB weapon; LAW: military tribunals: 
American jihad?; much more 

#294 APRIL 2002 
MOVIES: on the set of We Were Soldiers; 
USMC/Afghan firefight; battle for Kabul ; 
Yank in Afghanistan; Philippines - sec
ond front on terror; Stingers; WEAPONS: 
new Springfield Armory .45; much more 

#295 MAY 2002 
AMERICA AT WAR: previous attacks 
on America; decline of CIA: SOF in 
Philippines; al-Qaida body counts; 
WEAPONS: FN's new combat bullpup; more 

the Karen Army - they are also soldiers 
in the Army of God. After listening to 
many stories of victory mingled to
gether with hardship and oppression, 
I presented the Colonel and the Major 
a gift from the USA: each were given 
a Bushnell Holographic Sight for their 
personal weapons. Needless to say, they 
were exuberant and thankful. Neither 
had seen this kind of technology. Af
ter being fed a wonderful meal by the 
Major's wife we departed for Mae Sot to 
rest up for the next day's mission. 

The FOB 
The next morning we departed for 

the border with our team. We were met 
by the Colonel and the Major outside 
Mae Sot and traveled past a large Karen 
refugee camp and through a series of 
Thai checkpoints into the remote jungle 
area along the Moei River. After driving 
down a dirt path we came to the Moei. 
We were soon loading into a long-boat 
powered by a V-8 engine. The boat 
driver quickly transported us across the 
Moei like he knew what he was doing. 

As we offloaded the boat we climbed 
a series of steps leading into the lush 
vegetation and out of the river bottom. 
We were soon met by men wielding 
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Rescue In Afghanistan, part 3; 
Suicide Bombers, part 5; Firefights In 
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Weapons are used till the literally tall apart. Note 
twine that secures the tore stock to the barrel of 
M-79. 

AK-4 Ts , M79 grenade launchers , and 
what appeared to be Vietnam vintage 
Ml6's. These were the soldiers of the 
7'h brigade. We soon were taken to the 
headquarter building which was made 
of teak wood with a leaf roof. There 
we met with the legendary General 
Htin Maung the commander of the 7'h 
Brigade. We were seated around a table 
and we were served a cold Coke as Dr. 
Laklem introduced us to the General. 
We sat and listened to many stories of 
battles between the Karen people and 
the Burmese junta. 

This old general was well seasoned, 
having served in the KNLA for 60 years. 
He is now 77. He is a well-groomed 
gentleman with a noticeably authori
tative presence. He spoke to us in his 
native Karen tongue, interpreted by 
Dr. Laklern. We sat almost spellbound 
as this old warrior spoke of the heroic 
bravery of the Karen in battle. As he 
spoke I watched the soldiers beyond 
the headquarters. Many of these men 
were missing limbs and eyes. Young 
boys appearing to be no more than 12-
14 years old were carrying AK-4 Ts and 
Ml 6's. Also, there were men wielding 
WW-II vintage Ml carbines alongside 
more modern M79's. 

warriors only by Necessity 
These warriors kept their weapons 

amazingly clean, many having their bar
rels covered to protect from moisture 
and dirt. They all seemed so at home 
in the jungle as they moved quietly 

DoubleStar gives vou the POWER to create the rine 
of vour dreams at the price of a production rifle. 

The Star DS-4 is the semi-auto version of the M-4 Carbine 
Lhe U.S. military elite units used with devastating results 
to the enemy in Afghanistan and Iraq. It features a 16" 
chrome moly steel, I x9 twist barrel with an A-2 ftash 
suppressor and a precision machine cut M-203 mounting 
groove. Also comes wi th our DS-4 handguards and a 6 
position DS-4 buustock to make this a complete M-4 style 
weapon. Weight: 6 3/4 lbs. Overall Length: 35 1/2" 
• A-2 or fla ttop upper ... .......... .. .... $874.95 
• Flattop w/ detachable carrying handle .... $939.95 

DSC STARCAR CARBINE 

This is the lighter weight semi-automatic carbine ver
sion. Don' t let the smaller size fool you, this carbine 
is a tack driving powerhouse. Only mi l-spec parts are 
used in the construcuon of this fine carbine. All parts 
are anod ized or parkerized for maximum durabi li ty. 
Weight: 7 lbs. Overall Length: 34 1/4" 
• A-2 or flattop upper . . . . ......... . . .. $774.95 
• Flattop w/ detachable carrying handle . ... $839.95 

The Star-1 5 is the same design carried by 
millions of soldiers around the free world. 
The semi auto STAR- 15 uses the same milspec 
parts as it 's brother, the M- 16. All parts are 
anodized or parkerized for maximum durabil ity. 
Weight: 8 lbs Overall Length: 38 1/4" 
• A-2 or flattop upper ............................ $774.95 
• Flatto11 w/ detachable carrying handle .... $839.95 

Our Super Match rifte meets the needs of L. E. 
snipers, varmint hunters, long range pli nkers and 
match shooters. Thi s rifle features a Super Match 
stainless steel barrel available in I xS or Ix I 0 
twi st. It also has the picati nny rai l gas block and 
two piece NM free- fl oat round handguards. 
• Flattop or hi-rise upper ...... .. ... $874.95 

Order vour custom DoubleStar rifte todav. 
Call 1-859·745-1757 tor a tree catalog or vlsll www.slar15.com. Complete rll16s can be 

$hipped to FFL holdors OJW. 
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{left) Yes, they pull guard duty even the jungles. Obviously disgruntled, Karen troop man's Headquarters check point, (right) Author poses with Karen at "!'h 
Brigade Headquarters. 

around the compound. It is such a peaceful place, being it is a 
war-zone with the enemy troops less than 1-2 klicks away. As 
we sat in the headquarters listening to General Htin Maung, 
it began to rain. The sounds of the jungle mingled with the 
light rain as the General spoke and I thought: "amazing how 
close paradise is to hell!" The clean smells, the peace of the 
jungle, mingled with the generosity of these warriors seemed 
to be paradise to me but the reality of the hell of war is only 
1-2 kilometers across the valley. 

Time and again as I spoke with these soldiers, it was em
phatically impressed upon me that they do not want to fight 
- but to live in peace. The Burmese have for years attacked 
and exploited the innocence of these peaceable people and 

the only reason they fight is to protect themselves and their 
simple way of life. We were shown photographs of rows of 
murdered Karen IDP (Internally Displaced People) children, 
tortured and killed by the SPDC. Village after village have 
been burned to the ground by the Burmese, sending the ter
rorized villagers deeper into the jungles to escape the bru
tality of these communists! After seeing these horrific pho
tographs and hearing the stories of exploited innocence, I 
began to understand why these young warriors were willing 
to lay down their lives fighting against a wicked army that 
is superior numerically and militarily. What is it that keeps 
this army fighting and victorious from being annihilated by 

Continued on page 74 
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THANKSGIVING • Continued from page 63 

one time that Low Tech could not beat 
High Tech. 

The residence and the immediate 
area were searched before we called for 
the birds to leave, or Exfil. 

When the birds landed, the Boss 
raced on first in order to confirm one 
last task with the pilots. After we lifted 
off and cleared the immediate area, 
the boss grabbed up four Soldiers who 
were re-enlisting and they headed to 
back of the bird. Standing in the back 
of the bird, with the U.S. flag held 
between out stretched arms, the Boss 
administered the re-enlistment oath to 
four non-commissioned officers. 

In the other bird, the Islamist Vermin 
Scum was probably not enjoying his he
licopter ride as much as we were. 

Yelling futilely, in an attempt to be 
heard over the noise of the bird, those 
gathered completed their part of the re
enlistment. Our fire support NCO was 
taking pictures of the whole thing with 
his night vision goggles on the front of 
his camera. 

The flag used in the ceremony is al
ready boxed up. It was carried in an as
sault pack during the lnfil flight, during 
the raid and then used for the ceremony 
during the Exfil. It has a place, albeit 
small, in the history of this infantry 
company. 

Some may say that it was not the 
brightest thing these Soldiers did - re
enlisting in the middle of this war. But 
they know the cost and realities better 
than anyone else. Not one of them had 
less than ten years of service already. 
Morale may not always be the highest 
but that is more a reflection of idiotic 
rules rocketed down from above, from 
the echelons above reality and the crap 
spewed by the media at home. 

Were we thankful? Yes. Thankfu l 
that all of us came back in from the raid. 
Thankful that the IVS who is respon
sible for the deaths of U.S. soldiers was 
caught. Thankful that no matter how 
ugly things have gotten, nearly every
one here has always jocked up and gone 
back out. Thankful that our families 
and friends were able to spend the day 
not worrying about a terrorist attack in 
their neighborhoods. Thankful that we 
are slowly growing a generation of War
riors not affected by the legacy of the 
90s that will be able to carry this fight 
to thejihadists without worrying about 
being loved by the media. Thankful that 
our families and friends are waiting for 
us to come back. ~ 
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KAREN • Continued from page 70 

an army far superior in weaponry and 
number? The answer is found in the 
heart and the resolve of these men and 
women, and I believe also with their fa
vor with God. 

As Honored Guests 
As the day passed General Htin 

Maung assembled his men and asked 
if I would share the Gospel with them. 
The men stood barefoot at attention 
with weapons slung across their backs 
and attentively listened to every word 
I spoke - translated by the Colonel. 

These men are living in such rogue con
ditions but their hearts are peaceable 
and beautiful. They were very apprecia
tive of our being there - as Westerners 
are uncommon in their jungle. These 
men and their leaders begged that I 
come back and train them in small unit 
tactics and weapons in the future and 
yes - preach to them again. 

We were fed a wonderful meal of 
noodles with vegetables and spices by 
General Htin Maung's wife there inside 
the jungle. We were treated with such 
respect and compassion. We visited 
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the clinic inside the compound as well 
as the school. We spent time with the 
machine-gunner's post as they looked 
over maps and discussed strategies. 
These men were genuinely appreciative 
for our being there and asked for us to 
return to train them. The men of the 7•h 
are eager to learn - even with their vast 
combat experience and understanding 
of the art of warfare. 

Not once during our visits with the 
7•h brigade and the 201 battalion did we 
meet one arrogant soldier. Each soldier 
was courteous and clad with humility 
and thankfulness even though they are 
revered around the world, in the circle 
of warfare professionals, as the best 
guerrilla fighters anywhere. 

Pray for Peace, 
Keep Your Powder Dry 

The future of the Karen is hopeful. 
Dr. Laklem, Col. Saw Nerdah Mya, 
Maj. Thara Lermoo and General Htin 
Maung are currently leading the peace 
negotiations with the top leaders of the 
Burmese government and a gentleman's 
agreement cease-fire has been observed 
for the last 12 months. The last two ne
gotiations led by KNU (Karen National 
Union) officials have collapsed, having 
lost the respect of Burmese leaders. Yet, 
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Dr. Laklem reports that the Burmese 
are sincerely responding to the cry for 
peace along the Thai/Burmese border 
with the Karen and talks are currently 
underway in Bangkok and in Rangoon. 

Dr. Laklem's philosophy is simple: 
the peace of a nation must be carved 
by men who hold high moral standards 
and who are selfless without any per
sonal agendas or perverted motives. 
Dr. Laklem holds that there must be 
mutual respect between the two enti
ties before true peace can be attained. 
In recent meetings the Burmese gener
als have asked Dr. Laklem to open the 
meetings with prayer. These changes in 
negotiation tactics are bearing the frui t 
of promise for peace and stability for a 
people that the world has forgotten -
but nonetheless deserve independence 
and liberty. The cries of oppression 
from the Karen have reached Heaven 
and recognition and deliverance are 
soon to follow. 

I traveled to the other side of the 
world hoping to help in some way 
and to bring hope to the people in any 
measure that I could. But I think I was 
changed by the Karen and their simplic
ity, hope, and faith , far more than I ever 
changed them. Their cause is noble and 
their worth immeasurable. How the 
Karen's plight has escaped the main
stream news remains a mystery - but 
these hidden people who have suffered 
immeasurable wrong are being vindi
cated by a Higher Authority. The men 
of the 7•1t brigade and the 201 battalion 
are noble warriors with a noble cause -
and they hold my absolute respect. The 
Karen people showed us such respect 
and honor and they truly are beautiful 
people in every dimension of the word. 
As we left their villages, I began to feel 
that I was leaving home. Now that I'm 
back in the USA and back to work in 
Detective Division and working at the 
churches, my thoughts are never very 
far away from the brave men of the 
KNLA and the beautiful people of the 
Karen. )i( 

Derek Melton is a detective sergeant 
with the Pryor, Oklahoma PD, and pastor 
of the Pryor Creek Community Church 
and Pryor ON Fire Teen Ministries. 
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REMEMBERING RAMAOI • Continued from page 24 

First Lieutenant Stephen G. lewis, executive officer, Company B. , 1'' Battalion, ffh Marine Regiment, 
delivers a tribute to his late commander, Captain Jaimie C. Edge in the dining facility at Camp Ramadi. 
Photo: Corporal Tom Sloan, USMC 

didn't touch his driver, Corporal Robert 
T. Harriott, as they drove down a street 
in their Humvee. 

Before 1/5 crossed into Iraq, Harri
ott, who drove TOW-1 in Counter Mech, 
the platoon this reporter was assigned 
to , yelled, "We'll cover your back. We 
won't let anything happen to you. " And 
he did just that all the way to Baghdad, 
eating the dust my Humvee churned up 
ahead of him. 

Open Season on Officers 
Officers have always been a favor

ite target of enemy snipers. In the 181h 

Century, American rifleman Timothy 
Murphy killed British General Simon 

Fraser at 500 yards with his "Kentucky 
Rifle" at the Battle of Saratoga, one of 
the turning points of the War of Inde
pendence. 

During the War Between the States, 
Union and Confederate sharpshooters 
were killing every officer they could 
see. Union Captain John T. Metcalf 
used a .50 caliber muzzle-loading rifle 
with a 24x scope to drop a Confederate 
officer at 1,666 meters. The bullet took 
a full five seconds to reach the target. 
On the Confederate side, a sergeant in 
the 4•h Georgia Infantry used a British 
Whitworth target rifle equipped with a 
telescopic sight to kill Union General 
John Sedgwick at 800 yards. Urged by 

Captain John W. Maloney, commander of Company C., 1'' Battalion, fih Marine Regiment, watches 
Medical supplies get offloaded from a sea container at the Maternity and Children 's Hospital in Ra
madi. The half million dollars worth of supplies ranged from heart monitors and antibiotics to new bed 
sheets and bandages. 
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aides to take cover, Sedgwick uttered 
those infamous words, "They couldn't 
hit an elephant at this dist. .. " Sedgwick 
never finished his sentence. 

Each of the three sniper teams in 1/5 
was attached to an individual rifle com
pany. Sgt. Anderson's team was attached 
to Bravo Company. Anderson was with 
Captain Jamie G. Edge, the command
ing officer of B Company, the day he 
was killed by a sniper in Ramadi . 

"I was standing right next to my 
Bravo Company CO when he got shot 
in the head," said Anderson. 

"We were on a leader's recon when 
we found a building locked from the in
side. And this guy told me there was an 
American radio inside that building," 
said Anderson, who wondered at the 
time how the Iraqi would know that. So 
we went back and told Capt. Edge, who 
got the whole company together and 
surrounded the building. " 

Anderson climbed on top of the roof 
of the building and along with other 
members of his sniper team, cleared 
the building from top to bottom. While 
Edge was topside trying to establish 
communications with battalion, he got 

hit. 
"He was out before he hit the roof," 

said Anderson who heard the sonic 
crack of the sniper round. "As I take 
cover behind a cinderblock wall that 
rings the rooftop, another round hits 
right where my face would have been 
had I not moved a few inches to the left. 
If I hadn't moved, it would have hit me 
right in the head," Anderson who gives 
the Captain's killer credit for a good 
shot. 

A few days later, Sgt. Anderson re
turned to the rooftop and found a bullet 
hole in the cinderblock wall where he 
took cover. Through the hole, Anderson 
could see the window in a nearby build
ing where the sniper was hiding, but 
they never found him. Anderson lased 
the distance with a range finder: 557 
yards, 

"which is weird since the Dragunov 
scope is only 2.5 power and it's really 
only good to about 300 yards, so I don't 
know if [he] got lucky or what," said An
derson, "or if he had a better rifle ." But 
Anderson was told the slug recovered 
from Capt. Edge was 7.62 x 5lmm, the 
round used in a Dragunov sniper rifle. 

"But I don't know if I 
believe that or not," 
confessed Anderson. 
But one thing is cer
tain. Capt. Edge was 
not killed with a .50 
caliber sniper rifle. 

Corporal Donald W. Ball, a team leader with 3rd Squad, Weapons Pla
toon, Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, shows off his 
wartighter's bracelet during a memorial ceremony for his late friend, 
Corporal Jeff B. Starr. Photo: Corporal Tom Sloan USMC 

Before l/5's Scout 
Sniper Platoon . left 
Camp Pendleton, the 
commander, Staff Ser
geant Brian Dow was 
told to be on the look
out for single-shot 
Steyr-Mannlicher .50 
caliber sniper rifles. 
Iran purchased more 
than 800 of them in 
January 2005 for "use 
on its borders," but 
in February, Iran and 
Syria signed a mutual 
aid agreement, and 
since many of the 
snipers killed in Fal
lujah were carrying 
Syrian passports , in
telligence suspected 
Iran might arm Syrian 
snipers with big-bore 
rifles. Anderson put 
that rumor to rest. "It 
didn't happen," said 
the young Sergeant. 

In addition to kill
ing Bravo Company's 
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commanding officer, enemy snipers 
in Ramadi also took shots at the team 
leader of Seminole Bravo. Sergeant Ger
ald Hooee took a sniper round through 
the pack on his back, but wasn't hit. "It 
was the same day that Hooee tried to 
detonate an IED with a .50 cal [sniper 
rifle]," said Anderson, "but we wound 
up calling EOD [Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal] and had them blow the IED 
in place. 

That was the only time Seminole 
Bravo broke out its SASR [Special Appli
cation Sniper Rifle] during the deploy
ment to Ramadi. Most of the shots 1/5 
snipers took were well within the range 
[1 ,000 yards or less] of their M40A3s. 
There was no need to reach out more 
than a mile and touch someone with the 
.50 cal. 

USMC Sniper Team Wiped Out 
Before l/5's Scout Sniper Platoon left 

Camp Pendleton for Ramadi, it reorga
nized into four, six-man teams. When 
it got to Iraq, it reorganized again. 
This time SSP formed three eight-man 
teams. "We needed more firepower and 
protection when we set up observation 
posts in private homes and buildings," 
said Sergeant Nolan ]. Kowalski. The 
last thing SSP wanted was to have one 
of its sniper teams overrun, captured or 
killed. 

"We went into Ramadi loaded for 
bear," said Sgt. Anderson. "We carried 
more firepower than a Marine platoon. 
ln addition to automatic weapons and 
all the ammo we could carry, we also 
took along Claymore mines. After set
ting up in a house, we'd mine every ap
proach to that house," added Anderson. 
While shooters were scoping the neigh
borhood, other members of the sniper 
team were scanning alleyways leading 
to their hide site. Sniper teams like 
Anderson's were attacked by insurgents 

who never got through the wall of steel. 
Vigilance paid off. 

A six-man sniper team from 3rd Bat
talion, 251h Regiment, 41h Marine Divi
sion, a unit famous for its heroism on 
Iwo Jima during World War Two, was 
wiped out in early August. Two days 
after the ambush in Haditha, a hotbed 
of insurgent activity in the Euphrates 
River valley, the website of the Ansar 
al-Sunnah Army posted photos from 
the slaughter. One picture showed a 
bloody body wearing Marine camou
flage fatigues. Another photo showed 
two hooded gunmen standing in fron t 
of several rifles, apparently taken from 
dead Marines. In a statement that ac
companied the photos, Ansar al-Sunnah 
said the insurgents lured the Marines 
into an ambush . 

"The intention was to capture them 
alive, but they opened fire on the muja
hidein ," said the statement. 

The United States Marine Corps 
has not said much publicly about the 
incident. There was no mention of the 
incident in "News From The Front" on 
the official Marine Corps website, but 
the sniper community knows what hap
pened in Haditha. 

Sgt. Anderson believes the reservists 
from Ohio may not have been as vigi
lant as they should have been. 

"I don't know what they were doing," 
said Anderson, "but a UAV [Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle] caught them standing 
on a hill in Haditha. The two three-man 
teams had linked up at midday and 
were just chilling out when two or three 
insurgents began walking toward them 
from about 300 yards. Without warn
ing, the insurgents opened fire , killing 
most of the Marines in the first volley," 
said Anderson. 

"The insurgents got really, really 
close before they opened fire," Ander
son added, "I don't know if the team 

members were sleeping or 
suntanning themselves , but 
the enemy wound up with all 
of their gear. They got two 
40s [M40A3 sniper rifles ], 
two SAWs [Squad Automatic 
Weapons] and two Ml6A4s 
with combat optics. In addi
tion, the enemy got the team's 
radios and ammunition," said 
Anderson. 

"Sierra Bravo" team leader, Sergeant Gerald Hooee, left, 
and Sergeant Clayton T. Anderson, right, taking a breather 
at Camp Ramadi before a mission. Photo: courtesy of Sgt. 
Clayton T. Anderson. 

But the insurgents didn't 
get their hands on a SASR. The 
reserve sniper team wasn't is
sued one of the .50 Barrett ri
fles . Only two sniper teams in 
1/5 were issued SASRs -- Semi
nole Bravo and Sierra Charlie. 
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By its very name, a Special Application Sniper Rifle is only 
used under certain conditions. It is not a Marine's primary 
weapon on a battlefield, but Corporal Matt Michael in Sierra 
Charlie carried his SASR everywhere he went in Ramadi. It 
was like his American Express card. The young Marine who 
was attached to Charlie Company during two previous com
bat tours in Iraq wouldn't leave Camp Snake Pit without the 
"big gun." The semi-automatic Barrett was apparently his 
security blanket. 

Veterans Grieve the Loss of a Gunfighter 
More than 1,100 Marines crossed the "line of Departure" 

in Kuwait in the spring of 2003 when the "Fighting Fifth" in
vaded Iraq. lance CorporaljeffB. Starr was with Bravo Com
pany. Starr was with this reporter at the Saddam Hussein Ca
nal and later in Baghdad. He was back in Iraq with Bravo Co. 
when 1/5 entered Fallujah in the spring of2004, and survived 
a merciless attack on his AAV [Amphibious Assault Vehicle] 
when it was hit by at least 9 rocket-propelled grenades and 
set ablaze, killing its gunner and almost blowing the leg off 
his platoon commander. Starr and other Marines the "Dirty 
Deuces," 2nd Squad, 2nd Platoon, bailed out of the burning 
amtrac deep in enemy territory, and fought for several hours 
until a Quick Reaction Force rescued them. 

Corporal Starr returned to Ramadi as a team leader with 
1" Squad, Weapons Platoon, Company B. He was killed by a 
sniper on Memorial Day while conducting operations against 
enemy forces. According to his battalion commander, Starr 
had celebrated his 22nd birthday five days earlier. He was 
scheduled to return to Camp Pendleton a month later and 
transition to civilian life. 

"Ironically, he and this battalion share the same birthday," 
said ltCol Smith at Starr's memorial service. First Battalion, 
5'" Regiment was formed on May 25, 1917. Starr was born on 
the same date in 1983. 

His best friend was Corporal Donald W. Ball, a team leader 
with 3'd Squad, Weapons Platoon, Bravo Co. The two infan
trymen became acquainted in 2002 when they were new to 
the Corps. They fought alongside each other and forged a 
friendship that even death cannot destroy. 

Ball wears a bracelet on his right wrist to honor his fallen 
comrade-in-arms. It's a thin, braded cloth band. 

"All the Marines that have been here three times have a 
warfighter bracelet like this ," said Ball as he held up his fist 
in front of his face to show off his badge of honor. 

An Officer and a Gentleman 
Sgt. Clayton T. Anderson has made his last deployment 

to Iraq with 1st Battalion, 5'" Marines. Anderson has been 
accepted into MECEP, the Marine Enlistment Commission
ing Education Program, and this coming fall the 24 year old 
leatherneck from Cypress, Texas will enter Texas A&M Uni
versity to complete his undergraduate degree. 

Upon graduation, Anderson will be commissioned a Sec
ond lieutenant in the Marine Corps. He is preparing to tread 
the same path that many officers in l5' Battalion, 5'" Marines 
have trod as prior enlisted , including Major Pete Farnum, the 
commanding officer of Weapons Company, the unit this re
porter was embedded with during the invasion of Iraq. 

The way the war in going, Anderson will probably wind 
up there again, after graduation in a couple of years. ~ 
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BY LT. COL. OLIVER NORTH, USMC CRET.) 

RAMADI, IRAQ -- The defeatists back home didn't think 
it could be done. But today, the Iraqi people, only recently 
liberated from a repressive dictatorship , held their third elec

good news is that the security situation in Ramadi is a great 
deal better today than it was just a few months ago when I 
was last here. 

tion in the space of a year. After first ~--------------------, It is better, in part, because there 
are now a lot more Iraqis providing 
security in this area, which was not 
the case during my last visit to this 
region. In fact, only a few months 
ago, there were no Iraqi areas of re
sponsibility in this city. Today, there 
are Iraqi Army troops operating 
right next to soldiers and Marines. 
Now, they have their own areas of 
operation with some logistic sup
port from the Americans. 

choosing a transitional government 
in January, they returned to the polls 
in October to approve a constitu
tion. In both cases, they turned out 
in great numbers under the threat 
of violence. Today, millions of those 
same Iraqi citizens trekked to one of 
thousands of polling places around 
the country to vote for candidates 
who will form a 2 75-member Na
tional Assembly that will take office 
on Dec. 31. 

On election day, I was with the 
Marines of 3/7 atop an outpost in 
the heart of one of the most vicious 
neighborhoods in this very violent 
city of Ramadi. It was once a strong
hold of the Sunni terrorist move
ment, but thanks to these Marines , 
it no longer is. 

As Lt. Chad Cliver told me, the 
Marines of 3/7 "work very closely 
with Iraqi Army troops as well as 
Iraqi police. " Over the past several 
months, they have spent time train
ing the Iraqis who are making a lot 
of progress -- so much so that Cliver 
says, "before we leave here we will 
have turned over most of Ramadi to 
the Iraqis themselves." The election began at 7:00 a.111. 

with a bang, and the Marines were 
ready. They responded to the impro
vised explosive device (IED) and af
terwards, for a time, the streets were 
nearly empty. 

But it is that kind of steady, 
persistent progress that American 
troops are making over here that ac
counted for the successful election 

Sergeant Dorsel B.Boyer, right. with Ollie North, during North's 
latest trip to Iraq. Boyer, assigned to 2/2 Brigade Combat Team, 
hails from Coshocton, Ohio. 

today. Throughout the week leading 
up to E-Day, numerous Marines with whom I spoke expressed 
confidence that the day would be a success. 

But imams, sheiks and local leaders urged people to get 
out and vote, and because they did, the turnout was dramatic. 
One local imam told his followers, "God will bless you with a 
great life if you go out and vote. " That and similar messages 
were broadcast from mosques all around town. 

At the encl of this historic clay, there was not a sound of 
gunfire , but instead, as the polls closed, there was a call to 
prayer. It was even an occasion for celebration as the neigh
borhood children were out in the streets , after dark, playing 
soccer with equipment that was given to them by Americans 
in uniform. 

Capt. Brian Grant told me the turnout was "an overwhelm
ing success." Indeed it was -- there were lines that wrapped 
around the block and extended for hundreds of people. 10 
polling places ran out of ballots and had to send out for more. 
The safe environment provided by the Marines, with the help 
of Iraqi security forces and local religious leaders, gave citi
zens the added confidence to go to the polls without worrying 
about their personal safety. 

It is nothing short of remarkable. Because here in Ramadi, 
which is the capital of Iraq's largest province and the heart 
of the Sunni Triangle, there has been tremendous opposition 
from the jihadists who did everything they could to prevent 
this election from taking place. In fact, in this area during the 
last election, less than five percent of the people turned out 
to vote. 

The violence is caused mostly by the IED -- a terrible thing 
which remains the terrorists' weapon of choice. The Marines 
were confronted with several earlier in the week, but the 

I asked Lt. Col. Roger Turner, the commanding officer 
of 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines when I first arrived here, if he 
thought the terrorists could be held in check and that the 
elections would actually take place. Turner was confident, 
saying, "I think it will take place [because] the people of 
Ramacli very genuinely want to participate in elections." He 
explained that though the terrorists are desperate to disrupt 
the day, their violent tactics are backfiring on them and they 
are being "overtaken by events and the momentum that the 
democratic process starts to gain here." 

When election day was over, I asked Lance Corporal Jef
frey Heath if the day was a success for the Marines. His reply: 
"Absolutely. This is why we're here -- to help the Iraqi people 
gain the kind of freedoms that we take for granted back in 
the States." 

A profound and inspiring explanation from a brave and 
dedicated Marine. If only the kind of optimism that is so abun
dant here in Iraq were more prevalent in Washington. ~ 

Oliver North is host of "War Stories" on the Fox News Channel. 
The opinions expressed above are his own and do not represent the 
views of Fox News and/or Soldier Of Fortune. 

To find out more about Oliver North, and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndi
cate web page at www.creators.com. 

Copyright 2005 Creators Syndicate, Inc. 
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